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The Lessons appointed for use on  

The Feast of Alban 
First Martyr in Britain, c. 209  

Wednesday, June 20, 2018  
(transferred from June 22nd) 

 
 



Collect 
 

 Almighty God, you conferred on your holy martyr Alban such love for the 
mercy of Christ that he gave his life to save a hunted Christian. Grant us, 
after his example, to be so faithful in our confession of your gospel that we 
may shelter those who flee from persecution and bear the reproaches which 
threaten their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

A Reading from the First Letter of John   1 John 3:13–16 
 

Do not be astonished, brothers and sisters, that the world hates you. We know 
that we have passed from death to life because we love one another. Whoever 
does not love abides in death. All who hate a brother or sister are murderers, 
and you know that murderers do not have eternal life abiding in them. We 
know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. 
 
Psalm 31:1–5 
 

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 
let me never be put to shame; * 
deliver me in your righteousness. 
 

Incline your ear to me; * 
make haste to deliver me. 
 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
 

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
for you are my tower of strength. 
 

Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
for you have redeemed me, 
O Lord, O God of truth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew  Matthew 10: 34–42 
 

Jesus said, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have 
not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
 

For I have come to set a man against his father,  
and a daughter against her mother,  
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;  
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever 
does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 
 

“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet 
will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in 
the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and 
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name 
of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

 O God, who accepted your holy martyr Alban when he offered the gift of 
his life, cleanse our hearts of anxious thoughts and hold with the right hand 
of your love the hands which offer these gifts. We ask this is the Name of 
Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

 Eternal God, whose loving-kindness is better than life itself, kindle 
our hearts with the spirit of mercy that we, keeping the feast of Alban, 
may also keep his holy example and take up the cause of those who 
seek our protection. This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Alban 
First Martyr in Britain, c. 209 

 
 Alban was a soldier in one of the Roman 
legions which guarded the province of Britannia 
early in the third century. This legion’s camp was 
at Verulamium, to the north of London. Though a 
pagan, Alban gave shelter to a Christian priest 
who was fleeing persecution. When he observed 
the priest doing his prayers, he was moved to 
question him about the Church’s faith. The 
priest’s replies led Alban to accept Christ as his 
only Lord and Savior. 
 
 In the meantime, reports that the priest was 
hiding with Alban reached the authorities. 
Soldiers were sent to seize the priest. When the 
detail reached his dwelling, Alban met them at 
the doorway. He was wearing his guest’s cloak, 
the customary garb of a Christian priest, and 
presented himself to the soldiers as the man they 

were looking for. Taken before the military governor, who discovered 
the ruse, Alban refused to offer the pagan sacrifices required by law. 
He was condemned to death and beheaded that same day. Alban’s 
martyrdom is considered to have been his baptism. 
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