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The Lessons appointed for use on  

The Feast of Augustine, 
First Archbishop of Canterbury, 605  

Wednesday, May 23, 2018  
(transferred from May 26th) 

 
 



Collect 
 

 Ever living God, you strengthened your servant Augustine, though he 
was fearful and laden with doubt, to lay the foundations of your Church 
among the English people. Grant us always to show forth the reason for all 
your gifts so freely bestowed upon us, by sharing with all peoples and races 
your infinite gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 
         II Corinthians 5: l 7-20a 
 

If anyone is in Christ. there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 
see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that 
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 
So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us. 
 

Psalm 66:1-8 
 

Be joyful in God, all you lands: * 
sing the glory of his Name; 
 

Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! * 
because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you. 
 

All the earth bows down before you, * 
sings to you, sings out your Name." 
 

Come now and see the works of God, * 
how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people. 
 

He turned the sea into dry land, 
so that they went through the water on foot, * 
and there we rejoiced in him. 
 

In his might he rules for ever: 
his eyes keep watch over the nations; * 
let no rebel rise up against him. 
 

Bless our God, you peoples; * 
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
Who holds our souls in life, * 
and will not allow our feet to slip. 



The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke    Luke 5: 1-11 

 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd 
was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the 
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their 
nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him 
to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking. he said to Simon. "Put 
out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch." Simon answered, 
"Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say 
so, I will let down the nets." When they had done this, they caught so many 
fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in 
the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so 
that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' 
knees, saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" For he and all 
who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and 
so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 
Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon. "Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 
catching people." When they had brought their boats to shore. they left 
everything and followed him. 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

Lord God, who gave to your servant Augustine a heart to persevere in 
obedience, grant that as we gather at this table, we may find our shelter and 
strength under the boughs of the tree of life. We ask this in the Name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

0 God, the only strength of your servant Augustine, guide us through all 
our tribulations. that we may never doubt your loving purpose nor ever 
withhold our hands from your service. We ask this through Jesus Christ 
the Lord. Amen. 

 

Augustine 
The first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605 

 
Today we remember Augustine, the first archbishop of Canterbury. He 
enters history in the year 596, when he was deputy-abbot of a monastery in 
the city of Rome. He would have been quite happy to remain in that position, 
but Pope Gregory the Great chose him to lead a mission to the Anglo 
Saxons of England. Augustine was to convert them to Christianity and to 
organize an English Church. 
 



With a company of thirty or forty monks, Augustine landed on the coast of 
Kent in the spring of 597. The local king, Ethelbert, had married Bertha a 
Christian wife from France (the great-granddaughter of Clovis and Clothilde), 
and she convinced him to let the missionaries enter Canterbury and occupy a 
small, dilapidated church, abandoned by British Christians when they fled 
from the invading Anglo-Saxons. The pagan king also permitted the Roman 
missionaries to preach the gospel without hindrance. 
 

Augustine was a reluctant missionary. Instead of actively proclaiming the 
gospel, he and his companions tried to become a normal part of the 
landscape, performing the liturgy and making processions much as if they 
were still in Rome. Those Anglo-Saxons who wished to join them were 
welcome, but the monks did not go looking for converts. This strategy 
worked Within four years the king of Kent and his chief retainers accepted 
baptism. Augustine was made an archbishop by the Pope and by the time 
he died, on May twenty-sixth in the year 605, the foundations of the 
English church were truly laid. 
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King Ethelbert of Kent and Queen Bertha 
From the Chapel of Saint Bartholomew’s Church 

in the City of New York 


