
 
 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
44 East Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018 
 
 

 

“Feeding All in Body, Mind, and Soul” 
A Community of God’s People 

All are Welcome 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Resurrection of the Lord 
The Great Vigil of Easter 

March 31, 2018 
7:30 p.m. 

 
 Lighting of the new fire 

 Blessing of the Paschal Candle 
 Chanting of the Exsultet 

 The “History of Salvation” through the Readings 
 Easter Proclamation 

 Baptism and Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
Followed by the Easter Feast in the Parish Hall 
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Trinity Episcopal Church 
44 East Market Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 

 
www.trinitybeth.org 

Email:info@trinitybeth.org 

Phone: (610) 867-4741    Fax: (610) 867-5206 
 

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, 
divorced, gay, confused, filthy rich, comfortable or dirt poor.  
 

We extend a special welcome to wailing babies and excited toddlers. 
 

We welcome you if you sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly to 
yourself. You’re welcome here if you’re just browsing, just woken up or 
just got out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian than the 
Archbishop of Canterbury or haven’t been to church since Christmas ten 
years ago. 
 

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown 
up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome keep-
fit moms, football dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers, 

vegetarians, and junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery 
or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems, are down in 
the dumps or don’t like ‘organized religion.’ (We’re not that keen on it 
either!). 
 

We offer a welcome to those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, 
don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because granny is visiting and wanted 
to come to church. 
 

We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We offer a 
special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion 

shoved down their throat as kids or got lost in the city and wound up 
here by mistake. We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters . . . 
and you! 
 

--with the kind permission of Coventry Cathedral 

 

 

http://www.trinitybeth.org/
mailto:info@trinitybeth.org
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Trinity Episcopal Church 
44 East Market Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 

 
A Community of God’s People – All are welcome 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Worship Services 
 

Sunday, April 1, 2018 
Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day 
 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Sermon, Hymns and 
  Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 Followed by The Easter Breakfast 
 10:00 a.m. Prelude with Organ and Brass 
 10:30 a.m. Festive Community Eucharist with Brass,  
  Choir, Sermon, and Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
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A time of silence, stillness and centering in preparation for worship 

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle  

In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant may address the  
people in these or similar words 
 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our 
Lord Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites 
her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in 
vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, 
by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share 
in his victory over death. 
 

The Celebrant may say the following prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your 
people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and 
grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly 
desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of 
everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the 
Deacon (the Celebrant if there is no deacon) bearing the Candle, leads the  
procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing or saying 
 
 
 

Versicle and Response: “The Light of Christ” 
 

 
 
 
 

The Exsultet 
 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels,  
and let your trumpets shout Salvation  
for the victory of our mighty King. 
 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth,  
bright with a glorious splendor,  
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 
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Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church,  
and let your holy courts, in radiant light,  
resound with the praises of your people. 
 

 

 
 

Cantor It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our 
whole heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, 
almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who 
at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam's sin, 
and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 
 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children 
of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the 
Red Sea on dry land. 
 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered 
from the gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness 
of life. 
 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell,  
and rose victorious from the grave. 
 

   How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your 
   mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you 
   gave a Son. 
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   How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and 
   sin is washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy 
   to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings 
   peace and concord. 
 

   How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined 
   and man is reconciled to God. 
 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this 
candle in your honor. May it shine continually to drive away 
all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no 
setting, find it ever burning--he who gives his light to all 
creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD  

The Story of Creation 

Genesis 1:1-2,4a 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and 
there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 
light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters." So God made the dome and separated 
the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the 
dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 
place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land 
Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God 
saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with 
the seed in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 
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yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed 
in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day. 

And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth." And it was so. God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule 
the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. God set them in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over 
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the great 
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which 
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it 
was good. God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle 
and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was 
so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And 
God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 
earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth."God 
said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of 
all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 
And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 
every green plant for food." And it was so. God saw everything that he had 
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made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on 
the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh 
day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had 
done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when 
they were created. 

 

 Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light, O Christ, 
Redeemer of us all, we pray you hear us when we call. 
 
Collect  

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 
humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Flood 

Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13 

The Lord said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I 
have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this generation. Take with 
you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the 
animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; and seven pairs of the birds 
of the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the face of all the 
earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty 
nights; and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of 
the ground." And Noah did all that the Lord had commanded him. 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep 
burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were opened. The rain fell on the 
earth forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah with his sons, 
Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons 
entered the ark, they and every wild animal of every kind, and all domestic 
animals of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and 
every bird of every kind-- every bird, every winged creature. They went into the 
ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 
And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had 
commanded him; and the Lord shut him in. 
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The flood continued forty days on the earth; and the waters increased, 
and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters swelled and 
increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had 
made and sent out the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were 
dried up from the earth. Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the 
waters had subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove found no place 
to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the 
face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and brought it into 
the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the 
dove from the ark; and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in 
its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had 
subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the 
dove; and it did not return to him any more. 

In the six hundred first year, in the first month, the first day of the 
month, the waters were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the 
covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of the ground was 
drying. In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the 
earth was dry. Then God said to Noah, "Go out of the ark, you and your wife, 
and your sons and your sons' wives with you. Bring out with you every living 
thing that is with you of all flesh-- birds and animals and every creeping thing 
that creeps on the earth-- so that they may abound on the earth, and be 
fruitful and multiply on the earth." So Noah went out with his sons and his 
wife and his sons' wives. 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with 
every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish 
my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters 
of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth." God 
said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and 
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my 
bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the 
earth." 

In sorrow that the ancient curse should doom to death a universe, you 
came, O Savior, to set free your own in glorious liberty. 
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Collect  

Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your 
covenant with all living things: Grant that we, who are saved 
through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our 
sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21  

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 
Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. 
They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you 
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, 
bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let 
us alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us 
to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the 
people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord 
will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall 
never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still." 
Then the Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to 
go forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea 
and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I 
will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his 
chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have 
gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers." 
 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went 
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its 
place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. 
And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did 
not come near the other all night. 
 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back 
by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the 
waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 
forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians 
pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, 
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and 
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into 
panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The 



March 31, 2018 – The Great Vigil of Easter – Year B – Page 11 

 

Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them 
against Egypt." 
 

Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 
water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 
drivers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed 
the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and 
the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the 
sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground 
through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left. 
 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did 
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord 
and in his servant Moses. 
 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and 
all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And 
Miriam sang to them: 
 

"Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
horse and rider he has thrown into the sea." 
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Canticle 8 “The Song of Miriam”    Exodus 14: 10-31; 15: 20-21 
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Collect  

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you 
once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from 
slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the 
water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered 
among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The valley of dry bones 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led 
me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 
very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord 
God, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord." 
 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
"Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 
say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' 
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act," says 
the Lord. 
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 At your great Name. O Jesus now, all knees must bend, all hearts must 
bow: all things on earth with one accord like those in heaven, shall call you 
Lord. 
 

Collect Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out 
of sin into righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are 
sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the 
world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

The gathering of God's people 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
shout, O Israel! 
 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem! 
 

The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
he has turned away your enemies. 
 

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall fear disaster no more. 
 

On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
 

Do not fear, O Zion; 
do not let your hands grow weak. 
 

The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
a warrior who gives victory; 
 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
he will renew you in his love; 
 

he will exult over you with loud singing 
as on a day of festival. 
 

I will remove disaster from you, 
so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 

I will deal with all your oppressors 
at that time. 
 

And I will save the lame 
and gather the outcast, 
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and I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth. 
 

At that time I will bring you home, 
at the time when I gather you; 
 

for I will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, 
 

when I restore your fortunes 
before your eyes, says the Lord.  
 
 Come in your holy might, we pray, redeem us for eternal day; defend us 
while we dwell below from all assaults of our dread foe. 
 

Collect  
 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole 
Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your 
providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world 
see and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and 
things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being 
brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Presentation and Examination of the Candidates  

Sponsor I present Mileena and Serenity to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

The Celebrant asks each candidate when presented 
 Do you desire to be baptized? 

Candidate I do. 
 

Godparents. will you be responsible for seeing that these children you present 
is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God's help. 
 

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow 
into the full stature of Christ? 
 

Parents and Godparents I will, with God's help. 
Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates:  
 

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces 
of wickedness that rebel against God? 
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Answer I renounce them. 
 

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world 
which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
 

Answer I renounce them. 
 

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you 
from the love of God? 
 

Answer I renounce them. 
 

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your 
Savior? 
 

Answer I do. 
 

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
 

Answer I do. 
 

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your 
Lord? 
 

Answer I do. 
 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your 
power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
 

People We will. 
 

The Celebrant then says these or similar words 
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ 
and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
 
The Baptismal Covenant  
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 

   

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
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    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

   

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. 

   

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and  
fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and in the  
prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all 
people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being? 

People I will, with God's help. 
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Prayers for the Candidates 
 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation 
Let us now pray for Mileena Skylar and Serenity Rose who are to receive the  
Sacrament of new birth and for those who have renewed their commitment to 
Christ. 
 

A Person appointed leads the following petitions 
 

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and  
death. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy 
Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

   

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
The Celebrant says 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death 
of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his 
resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who 
lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 
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Thanksgiving over the Water  
 

The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 
 The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant 
 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. 
Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 
Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage 
in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus 
received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy 
Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 
and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are 
buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 
Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 
 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 
born again may continue forever in the risen life of Jesus 
Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and 
glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Baptism  
 

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting  
priest or deacon, who then immerses, or pours water upon, the 
candidate, saying 
 

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Priest, at a place in 
full sight of the congregation, prays over them, saying 
  



March 31, 2018 – The Great Vigil of Easter – Year B – Page 20 

 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy 
Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of 
grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them 
an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to 
persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy 
and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
 

Then the Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking 
on the forehead the sign of the cross [using Chrism if desired] and saying to  
each one 
 

N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked 
as Christ's own forever. Amen. 
 
When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
Celebrant and People We receive you into the household of God. Confess 
the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 
us in his eternal priesthood. 
 

The Easter Proclamation and Holy Noise (the candles are extinguished.) 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

“Gloria in Excelsis”       Hymnal, S 278 

Collect for the Great Vigil of Easter: 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's 
resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to 
us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship 
you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The Epistle         Romans 6:3-11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
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Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 
For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we 
believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The 
death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 

RCL Easter Day (Early) ABC      Psalm 114: 1-8 

 

When Israel went out from Egypt, * 
    the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 
Judah became God’s sanctuary, * 
    Israel his dominion. 
 

The sea looked and fled; * 
    Jordan turned back. 
The mountains skipped like rams, * 
    the hills like lambs. 
 

Why is it, O sea, that you flee? *  
    O Jordan, that you turn back? 
O mountains, that you skip like rams? * 
    O hills, like lambs? 
 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
    at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
who turns the rock into a pool of water, * 
    the flint into a spring of water. 
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The Holy Gospel Mark 16: 1-8 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very 
early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 
tomb. They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for 
us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that the 
stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the 
tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; 
and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are 
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not 
here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter 
that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you." So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had 
seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

Homily by The Rev. Dr. Gerard R. Gaeta, Assisting Priest 

Announcements 

Offertory Anthem: Alleluia Randall Thompson 
Alleluia 

 
  



March 31, 2018 – The Great Vigil of Easter – Year B – Page 23 

 

The Great Thanksgiving,     Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of  
heaven and earth. 
 

Proper Preface of Easter 
 

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious  
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the  
true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken  
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed  
death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us  
everlasting life. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your name: 
 

Sanctus          Hymnal S128 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
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Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us  
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become  
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus  
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human  
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the  
God and Father of all. 
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself,  
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole  
world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our  
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks  
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take,  
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the  
remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given  
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you:  
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you  
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink  
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.  
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 



March 31, 2018 – The Great Vigil of Easter – Year B – Page 25 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your Name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
        on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those 
        who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
    and the glory are yours, 
    now and forever. Amen.  

 

Fraction Anthem “Christ our Passover”   Hymnal S155 
 

Communion 
 

All are welcome to come to the table of our Lord. You may receive 
communion, or you may come for a blessing.  
 

If you choose to receive communion, please place the palm of one hand over 
the other to receive the bread. You may receive the bread alone, or you may dip 
your bread into the wine, or drink from the cup.  
 

If you choose not to receive communion, you may come forward for a 
blessing. Please cross your arms across your chest to indicate that you wish to 
receive a blessing. 
 

Would you like to learn more about our Eucharist? If so, please speak with our 
Interim Priest after the Service. 
 

You may request a gluten free wafer if you are allergic to wheat or its 
byproducts. 
 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 
 

The Body (Blood) of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 
 

or with these words 
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.] 
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Communion Anthem: The Strife is O’er  Felix Mendelssohn 
The strife is o’er, the battle done! The victory of life is won: The song of 

triumph has begun, Hallelujah. The powers of Death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions hath dispersed: Let shouts of holy joy outburst, 
Hallelujah. The three sad days are quickly sped; He rises glorious from the 
dead: All glory to our risen Head! Hallelujah. Lord, by the stripes which 
wounded thee, from Death’s dread sting thy servants free, that we may live, 
and sing to thee, Hallelujah! 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God of Life, we are nourished with your Easter sacraments. Fill us with the 
Spirit of love, and unite us in faith, that we may be witnesses to the 
resurrection, show your glory to all the world, and at the last day live with him 
in the joy of his risen life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Closing Hymn: “Unser Herrscher”      Hymnal 180 

 
Easter Blessing 
 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through 
the resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his 
blessing. Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into 
newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever. 
Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting 
freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you forever. Amen. 
 

Easter Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Organ Postlude: Fanfare     Nicolas Jacques Lemmens 

 

 



March 31, 2018 – The Great Vigil of Easter – Year B – Page 27 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Some participants in the service: 

 
 

 Organist:     Aram Basmadjian, Artist-in-Residence 
 Altar Guild:    Ann Szmania 
 Cantor:     Lauren Madigan 
 Verger:     Sara Klingner 
 Ushers:     Joan Jones 
       Marcie Lightwood 
       Ross Mangina 
       Rick Weaver 
 Crucifer:     Sandy Mesics 
 Torch Bearers:    Jeanne Deets 
       Paulo Pereira 
 Readers:     Joyce Meinke 
       Marcie Lightwood 
       Rick Weaver 
       Pat Sisson 
       Steve Filko 
       Jack Vickrey 
 Prayers for the Candidates: Ann Szmania 
 Eucharistic Ministers:  Millard Cook 
       Loraine Johnson 
 Easter Feast:    Pat, Stephen and David Sisson 
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(Photo courtesy of Sara Klingner) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The gifts are presented on behalf of the Parish by 
 

The newly Baptized: 
Mileena Skylar Schaffer 

Serenity Rose Schaffer 
 

and their Godparents: 
Dale Meryl Leidich 

Paulo Pereira 
Beth Ann Sandye 
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A Special Thank you 
 
 

 
The Easter Flowers 
were lovingly donated 

to the Greater Glory of God 
and in Thanksgiving 

for the beloved Memory 
of Family and Friends 

 

The Paschal Candle Flower Ring 
was lovingly donated 

in Memory of 
George & Anna Miller, 

Lester & Gloria J Miller, 
and Melody & Michael Miller 
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The Easter Flowers 

 
In Memory of 

 
Garry Applegate - 
 Anna Applegate  
 Edward Applegate 
 John F Degnan 
 Margaret Degnan 
 Patricia Degnan. 
 
Canon Cliff Carr + - 
 Frederick A Avila 
 Oliver B & Gladys Carr 
 Janet G Charney 
 Daniel Genthner 
 
Cole Hamal -  
 Elsie & Lorraine 
 
Jan Illick –  
 Mr & Mrs Joseph E Illick  
 Mr & Mrs George M Kush 
 
Joan A Jones –  
 Richard H Jones, Jr;  
 Mary, Raymond H, John C, 
  and Will Lobach; 
 Mary & William Transue;  
 Virginia &  
 Richard Jones, Sr.  

Theresa Kunda –  
 Donald D Barry 
 
Sally McIntosh –  
 the Parkland, Florida Kids 
 
Mother Gwendolyn-Jane + – 
 Audrey and Stanley Romeril 
 Ivan Brychta 
 Winifred and Albert Romeril 
 Margaret & George Heiter 
 Edward and Elizabeth Romeril 
 Walter and Elizabeth Baker 
 Esther and Norma Baker 
 Daniel Decker 
 Anna Decker 
 Jack Romeril 
 Jean Romeril 
 Bert Romeril 
 
Gloria Tarby –  
 Ken Tarby 
 
Dawn & Bill Winterburn –  
 Carl Winterburn  
 Brian Reagan 

 

In Thanksgiving 
 
Rob Baser and Kathy  
 
Joan Jones – for my Family 
 
Pat Sisson – for Trinity Episcopal Church 
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Weekly Calendar 
 

Monday, April 2, 2018 
James Lloyd Breck, Priest, 1876 

The Parish Office is Closed 
 

Tuesday, April 3, 2018 
Richard, Bishop of Chichester, 1253 

   9:30 a.m. Handbell rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 

Wednesday, April 4, 2018 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Civil Rights Leader, 1968 

11:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist  
6:00 p.m. Bonaventure Reading Group (Library) 

 
Thursday, April 5, 2018 

Pandita Mary Ramabai, Prophetic Witness  
and Evangelist in India, 1922 

 3:30 p.m. Crafting Our Prayers (at The Knitter’s Edge) 

7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 

Friday, April 6, 2018 
Daniel G. C. Wu, Priest and Missionary among  

Chinese Americans, 1956 
 

Saturday, April 7, 2018 
Tikhon, Patriarch of Russia, Confessor  

and Ecumenist, 1925 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist with Sermon 
 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Sermon 
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist with Choir, and Sermon 

 
2:30 p.m. Centering Prayer (Library) 
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About Trinity Episcopal Church 
 
 

Location: 44 East Market Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
Phone: (610) 867-4741   Emergency: (610) 625-1490 
Email: info@trinitybeth.org  Website: www.trinitybeth.org 
Office Hours: Receptionist 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Appointments:  
 Flexible scheduling available. Please contact the Interim Priest 
  to schedule an appointment. 
 
 

Clergy 
 

The Reverend Donna J. Larson, Interim Priest 
The Reverend Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and Soup Kitchen Coordinator 
The Reverend Canon Clifford B. Carr, Priest Associate 
The Reverend Doctor Richard C. Ditterline, Priest Associate 
The Reverend Doctor Gerard R. Gaeta, Priest Associate 
The Reverend Doctor Jane S. Gaeta, Priest Associate 
The Reverend Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril, Priest Associate 
 
 

Staff 
 

Aram Basmadjian, Artist in Residence 
Karen Ernst-Reiner, Treasurer 
Millard Cook, Parish Administrator and Pastoral Assistant 
James Propst, Sexton 
Charles Johns, Security 
Ministers: All Baptized Members 
 

 

Vestry 
 

Robert Baser     Ross Mangina (Senior Warden) 
Lisa Collier     Pat Sisson 
Joanne Gulya (Junior Warden)  Stephanie Stover (Vestry Chaplain) 
Linda Henry     Logan Vitalos 
Bill Hontz      Rick Weaver 
Theresa Kunda      
     


