
 
 

 

A “Lenten Look” for the church:   
A change in the appearance of the church can really mark Lent as a “different” 

season.  An austere look seems appropriate to its character as a time of fast and 

preparation.  A feast is best appreciated after a fast.  

In some places, the Lenten array (traditionally unbleached linen trimmed in 

red and black) is used for vestments and hangings.  If purple or violet vestments 

seem too ornate, and a substitute is not practical, a parish might consider the bare 

minimum of just a fair linen on the altar, with no hangings at all.  Traditionally 

flowers are not used during Lent, and this might be a good time to remove extra 

candles and other ornamentation which clutters up the chancel and draws the eye 

away from the cross. The return of these items at the Easter Feast will have 

added meaning.  Many places veil the crosses – a custom which is certainly 

appropriate for a Christus Rex or jeweled cross, but makes no sense for a crucifix 

or simple cross.  In all cases, the mood created should be simple, subdued and 

serious. 

In the Lenten liturgy, signs of festivity are customarily omitted.  Alleluia is 

not said or sung, and the Gloria in excelsis is not used at the entrance rite.  The 

Great Litany (BCP, p. 148) is appropriate on the First Sunday in Lent, and A 

Penitential Order (BCP, p. 319 or 351) on other occasions as the entrance rite.   

The Book of Occasional Services provides Prayers Over the People  (p. 25) as 

Lenten blessings.  In actual fact, this form of blessing is more ancient than the 

more recent Trinitarian form commonly used. 

Lent is an ideal time to increase the use of silence in the liturgy.  In the 

Prayer Book the rubric “silence may follow”  has been inserted at many points in 

the various services.  The parish musician is in a unique position to provide for this 

period of silence after each of the first two readings, and again at the Breaking of 



the Bread where the rubric indicates that “a period of silence is kept.”   The 

Fraction Anthem, after the silence should be of sufficient length to allow for 

preparation of the bread and wine needed for the communion of the people which 

follows. 
 

 When the Liturgy begins with the Great Litany, the Prayers of the People & the 

Penitential Order may be omitted. 

Prayers of the People – Lent 1-B 
 
As heirs of God’s covenant and called to share Christ’s victory over 
temptation, let us offer our prayers to God saying: Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the Church, and especially for Michael our Presiding Bishop, Sean our 
bishop, the Diocese of Northwestern PA, and for .....…………, that we may 
be led by the Spirit to a fuller living of the Gospel, let us pray to the 
Lord. Lord, have mercy.   
 
For this parish family, that we who are one with Jesus may experience 
the Lenten wilderness as a place of testing and triumph, let us pray to 
the Lord.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
For peace, that God will strengthen the resolve of those working for 
peace, that they may be guided along new paths of dialogue and 
understanding, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For each of us as we embark on the journey of Lent, that we will allow 
God to turn our hearts and enable us to put the mind of Christ in all we 
do, let us pray to the Lord.   
Lord have mercy.  

   
For all those recovering from storms and snowfall, the hungry and the 
homeless, and those in need of our prayers, remembering especially 
………………. that they may know the compassion and love of Christ’s 
healing touch, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.   



 
For those who have died, remembering especially …………….... that having 
been baptized into Christ’s death, they may share in the resurrection, let 
us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
  
Lifting our voices with all creation, with Mary the God-bearer, and all the 
saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through 
Christ. To you, O Lord our God.  
 
Celebrant:  Blessed are you, O God, who set your bow in the clouds as 
a sign of your covenant and brought us through the wilderness.  Hear 
our prayers for all people, and bring us through these forty days to 
the joy of the resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  AMEN.  
 
 

 


