Farewell to Alleluia
Celebrant: Let us pray (in unison)
Lord God, our creator, help us to turn ourselves to living a good
Lent. Help us to give up things that stand between us and your love, and
to walk with Jesus on the road that leads closer to you. We give up our
Alleluia only for a while until we sing Alleluia again at the Feast of
Easter. Amen.

A Palm-Burning Ceremony
Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People: His mercy endures forever.
Celebrant:
Within a short time, the Lord will call us on Ash Wednesday to a time of
fasting, repentance, and conversion. We have died in Baptism and put on the
Lord Jesus Christ. Each year, we keep the 40 days of Lent with prayer,
penitence and the practice of charity so that we may come to the Easter feast,
ready to renew, once more, our Baptismal Promises—which give us life.
Throughout Lent we will gather to hear the word of God and to intercede for
the needs of the world.
Let us pray: (in unison)
God of mercy, you call us from the dust of the earth and you claim
us for Christ in the waters of Baptism. Look upon us as we prepare for
the 40 days of Lent by burning these palms to create the ashes which will
be a sign for us as we journey through the desert of Lent to the waters of
new birth at Easter. May our fasting be a hunger for justice; our alms a
way of making peace; and our prayer the song of humble and thankful
hearts. All that we do and pray is in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,
for in his cross we proclaim your love forever and ever. Amen.
The celebrant burns the palms.

