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IN MEMORY OF 
Elizabeth Jean Rivera 
The Burial of the Dead 

 Rite Two 
 

THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD Prayer Book p. 491 
 

Celebrant: 
 

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 

even though he die. 
And everyone who has life, 

and has committed himself to me in faith, 
shall not die for ever. 
 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives 
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.  
After my awaking, he will raise me up; 

and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him 

who is my friend and not a stranger. 
 
For none of us has life in himself, 

and none becomes his own master when he dies.  
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,  

and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord's possession. 

 
Happy from now on 
are those who die in the Lord! 

So it is, says the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors. 

 
 
 



The Celebrant then says  
  

                     The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 

Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 

Collect: 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day 
our sister Elizabeth. We thank you for giving her to us, her 
family and friends, to know and to love as a companion on 

our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, 
console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate 
of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue 

our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with 
those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah Isaiah 25: 6-9 
 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of 

rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of 
well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this mountain the 

shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all 
nations; he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe 
away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take 

away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that 
day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save 

us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation. 
 

Deacon: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 
  



The Twenty-Third Psalm (read in unison) 
 

The LORD is my shepherd; * 
    I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; * 
    he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul; * 
    he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
                                Name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; * 
    for thou art with me; 
    thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
                                mine enemies; * 
    thou anointest my head with oil; 
    my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days  
                                of my life, * 
    and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of John John 10: 11-16 
 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and 

does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 
and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The 
hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 

sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay 

down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 
 

Deacon: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



A Reflection by the Reverend Deacon Elizabeth Miller 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

For our sister Liz, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who 
said,“ I am Resurrection and I am Life.”  (PAUSE) 
 

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw 
near to us who mourn for Liz, and dry the tears of those who 
weep. Hear us, Lord. 
 

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in 
our sorrow. Hear us, Lord. 
 

You raised the dead to life; give to our sister eternal life. Hear 
us, Lord. 
 

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our 
sister to the joys of heaven. Hear us, Lord. 
 

Our sister was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit; give her fellowship with all your saints. Hear us, Lord. 
 

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our sister; let our 
faith be our consolation, and eternal life our hope. Hear us, 
Lord. 
 

Celebrant: 
 

Father of all, we pray to you for Liz, and for all those whom  
we love but see no longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let  

light perpetual shine upon them. May her soul and the souls  
of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
Amen. 

 

  



The Commendation    Prayer Book, p. 499 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life 
everlasting. 
 

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind;  
and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we  

return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying,  
"You are dust, and to dust you shall return." All of us go down  

to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia,  
alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life 
everlasting. 
  



Celebrant 
 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your  
servant Elizabeth. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of  
your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your  

own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy,  
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the  

glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 
 

Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord: 

And let light perpetual shine upon her. 
 

May her soul, and the souls of all the departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 

Into paradise may the angels lead you. At your coming may  

the martyrs receive you, and bring you into the holy city Jerusalem. 
 

The Blessing (From the Letter to the Hebrews 13: 20-21) 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our  
Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through  

the blood of the eternal covenant: Make you perfect in  
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is  
well-pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be  

glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
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