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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Annual Meeting Minutes 

January 22, 2017 
Attendance:  71 

 
The meeting began at 11: 08 with Mother Laura leading the attendees in 

prayer. 
Parliamentarian:  Joan Jones 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of January 31, 2016 were reviewed by 

attendees.   
[Motion of approve the minutes; Liz Miller, 2nd, Jim Probst, passed] 
 

Nominations for Vestry: 
Robert Baser, Rick Weaver, Theresa Kunda, Stephanie Stover 

Parliamentarian noted that as there were four vestry openings and four 
candidates, a motion and voting was not necessary and the clerk of the Vestry 
should record each of the nominees as duly appointed. 

 
Retiring vestry members – Chris Martocchio, Bruce Marold, Joanne Gulya, and 

Jack Norman - were thanked for their dedication, leadership, and service to 
Trinity Episcopal Church  
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Nominations for the Centennial Fund Award were presented to attendees. 
Local – Bethlehem Emergency Sheltering 

National – Operation Lost and Found 
World – Episcopal Relief and Development 

Ballots were distributed, filled out, collected, and tabulated by two counters.  
The Centennial Fund recipient was Bethlehem Emergency Sheltering. 
 

Committee Reports for 2017: 
[Motion:  To accept committee reports as printed in the Agenda, Rick Weaver, 
2nd Kathy Hillman, passed] 

 
Financial Report: 

Karen Ernst-Reiner, Treasurer, reported on the 2016 finances.  She noted: [a] a 
surplus again this year, due in part to unfilled position and [b] status of 
investment accounts.  Karen shared that the 2017 budget, as recommended by 

the Finance Committee and adopted by the Vestry is a stretch budget but a 
balanced budget. 

[Motion:  To receive the proposed budget as adopted by the Vestry, Bruce 
Marold, 2nd, Loraine Johnson, passed]. 
 

Resolutions of Courtesy for 2016 were prepared and presented by Vestry 
members. 
 

The meeting concluded with closing prayer by Mother Laura. [Motion:  To 
adjourn, Terry Miller, 2nd Lynn Norman, passed].  Adjournment:  The meeting 

was adjourned at 12:23 
   
Respectively submitted by Bonnie Lynch 

 
RESOLUTIONS OF COURTESY for the Year of 2016 
Presented at The Annual Meeting January 22, 2017 

 
WHEREAS, this is the day that the members of Trinity Parish meet to celebrate 

the successes of the past year, to honor and offer gratitude to those who have 
contributed so much to the life of this community; 
 

MAY IT BE RESOLVED, that the people of Trinity honor Mother Laura Howell, 
our Rector, for her counseling, guidance, preaching, teaching, and direction, 

her care for the sick and suffering, her spirit-filled leadership, and her deep 
love for all the ministries and people of Trinity; 
 

RESOLVED that we give thanks for Deacon and Trinity Soup Kitchen 
Coordinator Liz Miller who is the embodiment of the soup kitchen’s mission; for 
hard-working soup kitchen, social services coordinator Liz Russo, who does so 

much for so many so creatively with so little; and for Carol Kistler, who helps 
everywhere with everything; 
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WHEREAS, we celebrate the presence of our all volunteer cast of assisting 
priests: The Rev. Canon Cliff Carr, who writes Prayers of the People faithfully 

each week, and takes his turn preaching and celebrating Eucharist, as well as 
serving as our Liturgist; The Rev. Canon Dick Ditterline who sings in the choir 

and cooks in the Trinity Soup Kitchen, when not assisting our sister-parishes; 
The Rev. Dr. Gerard Gaeta, who faithfully serves the sacraments, teaches adult 
forum, preaches the word to us; and The Rev. Dr. Jane Gaeta who offers 

spiritual direction and provides the healing ministry; The Rev. Canon 
Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril, who provides spiritual direction and prays with the 
Daughters of the King; we are blessed by their gracious presence among us; 

For Gaby Whittier, Associate for Administration, who serves us by scheduling 
ushers, chalice bearers, readers, crucifers, torchbearers, acolytes, and those 

who organize coffee hour; who organizes, edits and designs each page of the 
Trinity Newsletter; creates the weekly bulletins and bulletins for special 
services: let us give thanks for these and the many other tasks big and small 

that she completes day in and day out for the good of the church; 
For Karen Ernst, long-time Treasurer, who does an outstanding job managing 

the parish financial resources by planning, compiling, analyzing, projecting 
and reporting in a way that is comprehensible to the rest of us; and who chairs 
our annual Stewardship Campaign; 

For Jim Propst, who works faithfully to maintain our buildings and grounds, 
and Rene Rodriquez who assists in keeping our buildings clean and welcoming; 
For all members of the Building and Grounds Committee under the leadership 

of Bob Lawrence who paint, install, build and manage the endless projects that 
maintain and enhance our aging facilities for a busy parish; 

For Jenny Scott, our Pastoral Associate, who provides leadership of Family 
Ministries; for Ellyn Siftar, who coordinates the Nursery and Friday parent and 
children gathering; for Marcie Lightwood, Anne Frey, and Christine Martocchio, 

who faithfully teach the Sunday school class, as a One Room Schoolhouse 
approach; for Andrew McIntosh, who coordinates the CAYAC class, and for his 
faithful lieutenant Logan Vitalos; for all Sunday School volunteers, who give so 

generously to the children and youth of the parish; 
 

WHEREAS, Bonnie Lynch serves as clerk of the Vestry; let us rejoice in her 
attentive recording of the minutes of our meetings; 
 

WHEREAS, our Vestry members, and Wardens, are committed to continuing to 
work for the church, to care for the congregation; let us be grateful for their 

service; 
And especially we give thanks for the faithful service of retiring Vestry members 
Jack Norman, Christine Martocchio, Joann Gulya and Bruce Marold; 

For Bruce Marold and Mo. Laura who schedule speakers for Adult Forum; for 
the teachers, facilitators and participants who enrich and are enriched by each 
forum session; 

For the Sisson family and their fabulous Easter Vigil Reception, as well as their 
stellar contribution to Health Ministry; 
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For the Daughters of the King who quietly serve and pray; 
For the devotion and dedication of the Altar Guild, under the leadership of 

Sheri Maczjan and Sara Klingner, who care for the sacred vessels, the bread 
and the wine, the fair linens, hangings and candles used for worship; 

For the Sewing Guild, who with patience, creativity and loving care repair and 
preserve our amazing, historic vestments and hangings; 
For all who donate altar flowers and especially for Sue Ditterline and Jeanne 

Deets who coordinate and arrange for seasonal decorations; 
For Suzanne Boundy, who remembers our service veterans with flowers on 
Veteran's Day; 

For members of the Worship & Music Committee, who work prayerfully behind 
the scenes to provide meaningful worship experiences; 

And especially for our Verger, Sara Klingner, who ensures that all is done 
properly and in good order; and for Assisting Verger Ann Szymania, who helps 
keep the 8:00 service moving smoothly; 

 
WHEREAS, we acknowledge the lay people who lead Morning and Evening 

Prayer, Monday through Friday each week, especially Charles Johns; 
 
WHEREAS, we give thanks for beautiful messages about God’s glory through 

hymns, anthems and other worship music we appreciate our Director of Music 
and Artist-in-Residence Aram Basmadjian; 
For our committed, passionate, engaged volunteer choir: Jeanne Deets, Sue & 

Dick Ditterline, Jose Garcia, Jan Illick, Charles Johns, Katherine Johnson, Bob 
Lukens, Hattie Magee, Sue Mangina, Eric McAfee, Joyce Meinke, Jody Miller, 

Jack Norman, Jim Propst, Cheryl Schramm, Joan & Bob Schramm, Stephanie 
Stover, Jack and Carol Vickery, and our talented paid section leaders: Christa 
Warda, Lauren Curnow and Mark Shoemaker; 

For the Trinity Bells: Lynn Norman, Jack Norman, Carolee Garcia, Jose Garcia, 
Lynne Handwerk, Jeanne Deets, Joyce Meinke, Jody Miller, Mark Shoemaker, 
and especially George Kondash, the leader of the pack; 

For Ushers, Greeters, Announcers, who are eager to reach out and welcome 
each parish member and visitor to worship at Trinity; 

For Crucifers, Torch Bearers, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, and Readers who 
provide reverent, wrap-around service in our worship services; 
For generous donors who have facilitated the expansion of Trinity’s music 

program; 
For the array of musical programs offered by our own musical artists and by 

visiting guest artists: 
For all of those who created delicious food for receptions that followed special 
music and other programs at Trinity and those who assisted with setup and 

cleanup, “Feeding All in Body”; 
For Bruce Marold and the Evangelism Committee members, who intentionally 
shared our faith with others as they organized our presence at the Allentown 

Pride in the Park festival, Northeast Ministries, the Market Street Fair, Lehigh 
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Conference of Churches events, the Bethlehem Interfaith Refugee Committee, 
and the Runner’s World Half Marathon Festival service; 

For Mo. Laura, Dave Howell, Jenny Scott, Bruce Marold, Chris Martocchio, 
Lucas Vitalos, Mari Wells, Bonnie Lynch, Kathy Hillman and High-Five Jesus, 

who took the church to the people at the cheering stations for the Runner’s 
World Half Marathon Festival; 
For the Trinity Soup Kitchen led by Deacon Liz, Social Services Coordinator Liz 

Russo and nearly 100 monthly volunteers, that continues to feed the hungry 
about 34,000 meals a year, offer exquisite hospitality, food for the journey, and 
prayer, as well as a place where people come to be reminded that they are 

beloved children of God. 
For Trinity Soup Kitchen Benefit fundraisers, we gratefully acknowledge: an 

annual theater event, organized by Father Dick and Sue Ditterline; and for all 
those who assist in our ongoing efforts. 
For Peter Paul Sondova, Jay Lane, Rene Rodriquez, Mari Wells and others who 

volunteer countless hours providing cleaning, security, errands, and Soup 
Kitchen deliveries; 

For Valorie Tappert, who provides spiritual direction for soup kitchen guests, 
may the Kindly Light of Christ always lead her; 
For the leadership of Steve Filko and for the many people who participated in 

the fall’s Crop Hunger Walk, which makes a substantial grant to Soup Kitchen 
each year; 
For Dave Howell for his work with local news organizations to promote and 

publicize the special activities at Trinity; 
For all Trinity members who so faithfully and carefully prune and nurture, 

water and tidy the Memorial Garden, ensuring a beautiful respite for all; 
For Lynn Norman, Evelyn Kondash and Gaby Whittier, who organized the Pet 
Blessing, and Mother Laura and Father Dick in celebrating the importance of 

pet companions to so many parishioners; 
For Peter Lega, volunteer technology guru, assisted by the able Alex, who keeps 
our smart systems humming the right tune and helps us virtually monitor our 

building inside and out; 
For ALL those who research and submit educational and entertaining articles 

for the monthly Trinity Newsletter, on behalf of committees or upcoming 
events; and for all who volunteer to help with tasks associated with completion 
of the newsletter; with a kind pat on the head for our feline columnist, Mithril, 

the theological cat, who keeps us informed about his world and the people of 
Trinity. 

For Mari Wells, Bruce Marold and the Pastoral Care Committee who minister 
through visitations and an overall awareness of the welfare of the sick, grieving, 
and suffering in our midst; who participate in the weekly delivery of flowers, 

monthly card mailings, and who oversee the Wilma Lewis Pastoral Care Fund; 
For Gloria Tarby, Virginia Hontz, Bruce Marold, Jenny Scott and Loraine 
Johnson, who take the Consecrated Elements following Sunday services to 

members of the congregation who were unable to be present with us. 
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For Twila Evans, who sends monthly cards and notes to our chronically ill and 
shut-in parishioners, ensuring them that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 

For Sara Klingner, Sandy Mesics and the other members of the Stewardship 
Committee, who year-round help us recognize the value of giving of our 

financial resources, but also of our time and talents; for the Together Met - 
Together Bound program and the speakers who shared their experiences; 
For Bill Vitalos and the other members of the Finance Committee, who along 

with our Treasurer, Karen Ernst, support, advise and guide a system that 
assures the parish that the funds collected and disbursed receive proper 
handling and accounting during challenging times; 

For Ken Tarby and all the counters: Steve Filko, Theresa Kunda, Sandy Mesics, 
Ross Mangina, Jack Norman, Ken Robertson, Ann Szmania, and Bill Vitalos 

who put in countless hours making sure that the dollars and cents make 
sense; 
For Ross Mangina who with Ken Tarby served as loyal assistants to Treasurer, 

Karen Ernst, and for Ann Szymania who is courageously learning the 
wonderful system Ken designed; 

A grateful wedge of cheese for “The Trinity Church Mouse,” who sends Birthday 
and Anniversary greetings to parishioners; 
For those who respond so willingly to requests for school supplies, pet food, 

socks and gloves, Christmas gifts, turkeys, pumpkin pies and Easter hams; 
For Jack Vickrey who provides thoughtful discussion in the Bonaventure Book 
Group; 

For the nimble fingers of the Caring Crafters Group whose prayer beads, 
knitted and crocheted items and icons are at home and far away; 

For Joanne Gulya, who coordinated and organized the Musikfest Parking and 
Celtic Fest Parking Fund Raisers, and for all who served as Car Shepherds to 
make them a success; with special thanks to Bruce Marold, Peter Paul 

Sondova, and Jim Propst who should have just pitched a tent; 
For Karen Ernst and Bruce Reiner, gracious and fashionable wine stewards at 
the many receptions; 

For Lynn Norman, for organizing and promoting the Annual Iron Pigs Faith 
Night; 

For Gary Becker and Susan Becker for the nearly successful Wreath Sale (at 
least, Mother Laura didn’t have to spend the whole year in the Space Station) 
For Pat Sisson who faithfully administers the Great Lakes Gift Card 

fundraising effort to help us raise funds for the work of the church by using gift 
cards instead of cash or credit cards at our favorite retailers; 

For Saint Nicholas, who annually takes time from his busy travel schedule to 
instruct, enlighten and bless us; 
For Jack Norman, who oversees the Outreach Committee that lends financial 

support to those in need locally, nationally and internationally; 
For Mary Ann Swiatek who gathers the requests and provides the Giving Tree 
for our Outreach to children at Kid’s Peace for Christmas; 

For Sally Mcintosh, who brings us the request for Christmas gifts for the 
Victory House Residents, and who delivers them so diligently; 
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For the Quilting Group who make beautiful original quilts for needy children, 
and also for knitters and crocheters who make prayer shawls, caps and booties 

for babies, and caps for adults undergoing chemotherapy; 
For Roger Walter, our Archivist, who documents all aspects of our ongoing life 

and work at Trinity; 
For Charles Johns who provides security services, faithfully checking doors 
and windows each night; 

For those parish groups, adding to our search for spiritual grounding, 
Centering Prayer, Going Deeper, Benedictine Oblate Chapter, Caring Crafters 
and Prayer Bead Groups; 

For everyone who organizes and volunteers setting-up and cleaning up at 
parish luncheons, receptions and coffee hours helping us meet our mission to 

Feed All in Body, Mind and Soul; 
For all those who made Annual Meeting and the Annual Parish Potluck a 
success, especially the Vestry for organizing and cleaning up, and Bruce 

Marold for compiling, formatting and editing the Annual Report and 
Resolutions of Courtesy; 

 
RESOLVED, that we, the Wardens and Vestry of Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Bethlehem, delight, by these resolutions, to honor God for the many blessings 

of our fellow congregants; 
 
RESOLVED, that copies of these resolutions be spread upon the minutes of 

this meeting and be published in The Trinity Church Newsletter. 
 

Respectfully, 
Mo. Laura Howell, Joanne Gulya, Jack Norman, Chris Martocchio, and Bruce 
Marold 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 

Submitted by Karen Ernst 

 
Trinity’s 2017 Year End Financial Reports will be available at the Annual 

Meeting. 
 

Many thanks to the superb team of counters who faithfully volunteer 

each Sunday to record all contributions and monies received.  Although this 
work is completed quietly and behind the scenes, it is an important cog in the 

wheels of Trinity finances.  Led by Jack Norman, the group includes Steve 
Filko, Theresa Kunda, Ross Mangina, Sandy Mesics, Ken Robertson, Ann 
Szmania, and Bill Vitalos. 

 
Special thanks to my accounting assistants:  Ann Szmania, Ross 

Mangina, and Sara Klingner.  Annie posts contributions, Ross completes bank 

reconciliations, and Ann, Ross and Sara take turns to sign checks. 
 



  

 

Page 10 

 

2017 Year End Giving Statements will be mailed before January 31, 
2018. 

 
Pledge / Contributions envelope packets are provided to everyone who is 

a professed, confirmed, or received member of Trinity (unless someone 
specifically requests not to receive the envelope packets).   If you are not 
assigned a packet and wish to receive one, please let me know.  The packets 

are mailed on a bi-monthly basis directly to members’ home addresses. 
 

Contributions can be via electronic funds transfer by utilizing your 

bank’s online banking / bill payment service.  Setup the recurring payment to 
Trinity and your bank will automatically mail the check.  This is a way to 

ensure your payments when you are not able to attend church or are on 
vacation. 
 

Finance Committee: 
Investments are held with Vanguard and the Diocese of Bethlehem’s 

Diocesan Investment Trust.  The Vanguard investments are monitored and re-
allocations made per the Trinity Investment Policy.   
 An audit of the 2016 financial records was completed in December 2017. 

 The 2018 budget was prepared and recommended to the Vestry. 
 
Two additional ways to support Trinity: 

 
Amazon Smile:   Are you a regular Amazon shopper?  With a minor change, 

you can support Trinity by making your purchases via smile.amazon.com!  
Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for you to support Trinity every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. You use the same account as you have setup 

at amazon.com – all settings are the same.  When eligible purchases are made, 
the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to 
Trinity’s Smile account.  The accumulated funds are periodically automatically 

deposited in Trinity’s bank account. 
 

So, the next time you are shopping, log onto smile.amazon.com and you will be 
prompted to select a charitable organization.  Be sure to select Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Bethlehem PA! 

 
Qualified Charitable Contributions of IRA of Required Minimum 

Distributions (RMD):  In late 2015, the United States Congress enacted 
legislation which permanently permitted qualified charitable distributions 
(QCDs) from individual retirement accounts.  The distribution is only available 

to individuals who have reached 70 ½ and must be made directly to the 
charitable organization.  The QCD satisfies required minimum distribution 
(RMD) requirements.   
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If you are considering making a donation of your IRA RMD to Trinity, please be 
sure that distribution is made directly to Trinity Episcopal Church, 44 E. 

Market St. Bethlehem PA 18018.    Check with your IRA custodian / financial 
advisor regarding eligibility, forms and procedures.  Please also advise Karen 

Ernst, Trinity’s Treasurer, of your intentions so that proper acknowledgements 
are made. 
 

Adult Education: 
Bruce Marold and The Rev. Laura Howell, Co-chairs 

 

 Adult Forums, aiming at as diverse a range of subjects as possible, held 
on most Sundays, between the early and late services. For these, it is common 

to have visiting speakers from local organizations, churches, and schools, as 
well as experts in their subject who belong to our congregation. 
 

 In the Winter / Spring of 2017, we had: 
 

 Two speakers from the Moravian Theological Seminary, Dr. Riddick 
Weber, speaking on the theology of the Rock Opera, Tommy and an especially 
popular presentation from Dr. Craig Atwood on the Moravians in Bethlehem. 

 
 Perennial speaker, Rev. Dr. Grace Kim spoke on feminist theology and 
Robin Kapoor, speaking about the UUC Church 

 
 Video viewings of the Dorothy Day biography, Entertaining Angels and 

videos of James Weldon Johnson’s poems in God’s Trumpet. 
 
 We had the second half of the book study of Augustine’s Confessions, 

doing one chapter a month. 
 
 Mo. Laura and Marcie Lightwood filled one hour each with conversations 

about the church and social justice issues and conservation. 
 

In the Fall of 2017, we had: 
 
 The season ‘kick-off’, a presentation by leaders from the Diocesan 

Evangelism Commission, Carol Keane and Dan Charney on the 2016 national 
conference on Evangelism. 

 
 Barbara Martell from the Moravian Seminary and Thomas Lichner, from 
the Christ Lutheran Church Spiritual Center in Allentown gave presentation on 

spiritual practices and spiritual life. 
 
 There were two presentations carried over to Adult Forum from the 

Benedictine Oblate group. One, by Stephanie Stover, was on the Antiphonal 
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Life. The second, by Bruce Marold, was on the use of the Psalms in Benedictine 
and other liturgies. 

 
 The Book Study for this season was Bart Ehrman’s collection of Lost 

Scriptures. Important books which, however, never got included in the canon. 
  
 Under Jack Vickery’s guidance, the Bonaventure Group has continued 

through Renaissance and Restoration English Literature. The high points were 
Paradise Lost by John Milton and Gulliver’s Travels, by Jonathan Swift. 
 

Benedictine Studies, led by Mo. Laura is presented in two different legs, with 
broadly overlapping audiences, but with different objectives.  Both include 

afternoon prayer and evening prayer: 
 
Going Deeper is a variety of book study examining texts important to the 

Benedictine way of life. Over the last year, the group has studied: 
 

Finding Happiness -Monastic Steps for a Fulfilling Life  
by Abbot Christopher Jamison 
The Cloister Walk by Kathleen Norris 

 
Benedictine Oblate Training A directed study, centered on the Rule of St. 

Benedict, with the aim of initiating students into the new local chapter of 
Benedictine Oblates. Classes are recorded, and recordings are available to class 
members. 

Altar Guild 
Sheri Majczan and Sara Klingner, co-chairs 

 
Each week your Altar is tended to by your Altar Guild.  We move quickly 
through the seasons and Altar Guild members are kept busy with an ever-

changing monthly schedule.  The Altar Guild doesn’t just work on Sundays.  
You will find us here during the week if there are special services or needs.  
You have a wonderful group of people on your Altar Guild. 

 
In 2017 Trinity’s Altar Guild added two new members, Michelle Mills and 

Theresa Kunda. The Altar Guild is made up of a total of fourteen solid, faithful 
members.  Susan Becker and Evelyn Kondash care for the Chapel Altar at the 
Saturday 5:00 service every week.  Gloria Tarby, Theresa Kunda, Anne 

Conners, Ann Szmania, and Sheri Majczan take turns preparing the Altar for 
the 8:00 service.   Sarah Molinaro, Virginia Hontz, Jeanne Deets, and Michelle 

Mills staff the weekly 10:30 service.  Jan Illick takes care of the 10:30 service 
for the month of January, and Sally McIntosh gives everyone a break by taking 
all duties for the month of May.  Sara Klingner has many behind-the-scenes 

Altar Guild duties which include managing the wine and candle inventories, 
acting as the liaison for the Worship Committee, and caring for the 
preservation of all altar hangings. We continue to seek new members. Both 
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men and women are welcome. We are always looking for new members to join 
the Altar Guild.  If you are interested in joining us, please let me know.  More 

hands are always needed, and we would be happy to have you share with us 
the joy of preparing the Altar for worship. 

 
We are very grateful for all the members of the Altar Guild who continue to 
serve with dedication, devotion, and faithfulness, and who all work together as 

a team. Respectfully submitted by Sara Klingner and Sheri Majczan 
 
 

Buildings and Grounds 
Bob Lawrence, Building and Grounds  

 
Listed below are the projects that were completed in 2017 for the church 
thanks to Sebastian LaValle, our "go to" contractor.  Also, thank you to Jim 

Propst, our Sexton, for his daily efforts and hard work. 
 

--Furnace upgrades 
--Reinforced studs in the roof to prevent further ceiling cracks in the main  
 church 

--Cracks in the church ceiling repaired 
--New A/C units installed for the Parish Office and Treasurers' Office 
--Complete repairs done in the parking lot 

--Church tower bell repaired 
 

Daughters of the King 
Constance and Her Companions 

Joan Jones, President 

 
 A chapter of the Episcopal service order for lay women and women clergy 

known as the Daughters of the King has existed at Trinity since January, 2006. 
It is an order for prayer, service, and evangelism. Our mission is to serve the 
church and our priests. 

 
  Meetings are held monthly, except July and August, with book study, 
daily prayers, and other activities in service to the church. Our current book 

study is A Ten Week Journey to Becoming A Vessel God Can Use by Donne 
Partow. 

 
New members are welcome. There are currently ten members: 
 

Sandra Arden 
Suzanne Bounty 

Loretta Brobst 
Joan Dawson 
Virginia Hontz  
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Joan Jones  
Hattye Magee  

Violet McCandless 
Carol Propsner 

The Reverend Canon Gwendolyn Jane Romeril 
 
Activities in 2017 included a Diocesan Assembly on “Important Women of 

Faith” at the Cathedral of the Nativity on October 14. 2017. We received this 
prayer, “Sarah’s Prayer,” from one of the DOK chapters: 
 

Father, thank you for loving us 
despite the fact that our souls still contain shadows 

that sometimes block the light of your spirit. 
As we trust you more completely 
for the dreams you’ve implanted in our souls 

the promises you’ve made to us. 
Like Sarah, may we be surrounded by laughter 

at the wonderful way you accomplish your purpose 
despite our weakness 

 

To learn more, ask us for pamphlets on serving with the Daughters of the King. 
 

Evangelism 

Bruce Marold 
 

Unlike some other committees whose members provide a regular service to the 
church and the congregation, the Evangelism committee develops plans for 
events inside and outside of the church to experiment with methods and 

venues for delivering the message of Christ. 
 
The first major outing for the Evangelism Committee, together with the 

Daughters of the King, was to serve as greeters and registrars for the May 20 
presentation at the cathedral by Bishop Nicholas Knisely, who spoke on 

evangelism and social media. The committee also provided computer support 
for the event, broadcasting it to the Internet, done by Bruce Marold, our 
member of the Diocesan Evangelism Commission. 

 
Over the Summer, we continued our alliance with the Lehigh Valley Storytelling 

Guild by co-sponsoring the appearance of four professional storytellers at the 
Northeast Ministry Children’s Summer Camp. The lineup this year was: 
  

Karen Maurer   June 29 
Denise McCormack  July 6 
Ingrid Bohn    July 20 

Judy England-McCarthy July 27 
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The Evangelism Committee underwrote the expenses for the Adult Forum book 
study of Bart Ehrman’s volume, Lost Scriptures. On average, book studies have 

a small but guaranteed attendance, unlike some forums where the presenters 
outnumber the audience. 

The last event of the season was the Evangelism Committee’s offering the 
facilities of the church, and co-hosting the annual Lehigh Valley Storytelling 
Guild’s Tellebration! Celebration event, including use of the Parish Hall for the 

Reception, a member of the committee, Stephanie Stover, representing the 
church, as an usher.  

In the rear of this group is Charles Kiernan, who, in his role as Mark Twain, 
served as the MC for the evening. From left to right are the tellers, Robin 
Reichart, Bruce Marold, Denise McCormack, Tom Egan, and Larry Sceurman. 

 
With the temporary absence of Jenny Scott, the Evangelism committee took on 
the role of filling the double blackboard across from the rector’s office with 

displays of seasonal and thematic interest. For Thanksgiving, there was a 
display of the genesis of Trinity and other Episcopal highlights in Bethlehem, 

including all the services Trinity spun off to run independently. 
The Evangelism Committee did also design an eight-week Bible Study 
coordinated with the lectures of Dr. Robert Alter, but little interest was found 

to be able to schedule it. That study plan is still available, should anyone wish 
to use it. 

 
Fund Raising 
Joanne Gulya 

 
Muskifest Parking 
Despite some unfriendly weather for a day or two, we had a very successful 

event for Muskifest parking this year.  We made a grand total of $2,325.00, an 
increase from last year, with Sunday, August 6th being the largest daily intake 

with $365.00.  Sixty shift positions were covered by 31 volunteers, who parked 
a total of 455 cars.  The fee of $5.00 was competitive with other parking spots 
in the area.  My special thanks to Bruce Marold and Jim Propst, who took on 

more than their share of shifts.  Again, thanks also to the counters who 
deciphered the envelopes and recorded the earnings.  Couldn’t do it without 
you. 

 
Last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank all those who took time out 

of their busy schedules to help make the Musikfest Parking Project the success 
that it was.  You have my sincere gratitude.   
 

Celtic Classic Parking 
We had another good year for Celtic Classic Parking.   The three-day event 

netted Trinity a total of $395.00.  We had 10 volunteers covering 14 shifts.  My 
thanks to all who responded to my cry for help. 
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As I stated last year, although these parking events are not a “make it or break 
it” part of our budget, I believe that they have a multipurpose function.  Not 

only do they bring financial support to Trinity; they also send word of Trinity 
out into our community. 

 
Christmas Wreath Sale 
According to my sources, the Christmas Wreath Sale was a success with a total 

of 62 wreaths sold netting $595.00.  Thankfully, Gaby has decided not to go to 
Alaska and we will be blessed by her presence for some time to come. 
 

Scrip Sale 
Through the persistent efforts of our “Scrip Keeper”, Pat Sisson, Trinity has 

netted a profit of $2,316.00 (as of November) for the scrip program.  This no-
fuss-no-muss year-around event is a great way to help fund many of Trinity’s 
programs without additional expense to your budget.  Scrip cards are 

purchased at face value and Trinity then receives a percentage of that value 
into our account with the company that runs the program.  So think of us the 

next time you buy groceries, gas, eat out, need a gift, etc. 
 
Centenial Fund 

The total amount that is available for the Centennial Fund outreach is 
$1209.20. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Joanne Gulya 

 

Music 

Aram Basmadjian, Director of Music and Artist in Residence 

 

2017 has been great year for the music program at Trinity. 

 

The Senior Choir currently has 20 active members which include our 
professional section leaders. Christa Warda, Lauren Curnow Madigan and 

Mark Shoemaker provide leadership to the soprano, alto and bass sections 
respectively. I personally would like to express my gratitude to the Senior Choir 
for their hard work and dedication to enhancing the music at Trinity each 

week. 

The Handbell Choir continues to flourish under the direction of George 

Kondash who has done a fantastic job of growing the choir both in quantity 
and quality. Thank you, George, for your continued commitment to the 

Handbell Choir. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve Trinity Episcopal Church. 
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Senior Choir 

 

Soprano:     Tenor: 

Sue Ditterline    Jose Garcia 

Hattye Magee    Jody Miller 

Joyce Meinke    Jim Propst 

Cheryl Schramm    Jack Vickrey 

Joan Schramm 

Stephanie Stover    Bass: 

Carol Vickrey    Dick Ditterline 

Christa Warda *    Jack Norman 

      Bob Schramm 

Alto:      Mark Shoemaker * 

Jeanne Deets 

Jan Illick 

Lauren Curnow Madigan* 

Sue Mangina 

 

* Section Leader 

 

The Music Program is a vital part of Trinity’s Worship, as well as Arts, 

activities.   

 

 
Pastoral Care and Health Ministry 

Gloria Tarby, Chair 

 
The Committee, meeting bi-monthly, tries to oversee the many tasks of 

outreach to members of the Church community who need assistance caused by 
illness, loneliness or shut-in.  Sunday Altar flower delivery, Lay Eucharistic 
Visitors, monthly notes to shut-ins, messages from the Church Mouse, and 

notes to our college and members of the military are some of the ways we reach 
 

Through our Wilma Lewis account this year, we were able to help 
underprivileged children through the St. Luke’s PATH Program (Parent 
Advocate in The Home) Through our Program Budget account, the Forward 

Day-by-Day (in the tract rack), Advent and Lenten meditations, and give-away 
literature are available to parish members and visitors. 
 



  

 

Page 18 

 

The Health Ministry connects parishioners with questions and health needs 
with parish professionals who can support and advise.  Access Health Ministry 

resources can be made by contacting Mo. Laura. 
 

Our Committee is small but mighty, trying to meet as many needs as possible 
in the Parish.  It is also aware that many deeds of kindness and caring are 
done on a spontaneous daily basis by many in the Parish.  It is hoped that the 

Committee be made known of both needs and deeds. 
 
We would always welcome new members and new ideas on how to reach out to 

our Parish members and their needs. 

 

Spiritual Formation and Contemplative Life 
Stephanie Stover and The Rev. Laura Howell 

 
Four ongoing activities fall in this category. The most frequent activity is daily 
morning and evening prayers, conducted by Mo. Laura, or Mr. Charles Johns, 

based on the Episcopal Daily Office. Centering Prayer is held each Sunday at 
2:30 PM in the Library, convened by Bruce Marold, and the group often 

includes a participant from another church. Average attendance for these two 
contemplations is three at each session. The third is the reflective Bible reading 
conducted by Mo. Laura before the Vestry meetings, attended by some of the 

Vestry members, and held during the short Communion service before the 
Vestry meeting. 

 
Going Deeper is the Benedictine Spirituality group which has been meeting 
twice a month for many years.  Beginning with afternoon prayer and ending 

with evening prayer, each meeting provides time for praying with Scripture, 
study of a topic related to the Benedictine tradition, and sharing.  Members of 
the group are from several different Episcopal parishes and from several 

different denominations.  Going Deeper is also covered under Adult Education. 
 

The Benedictine Oblate Chapter, connected to Sacred Heart Monastery in 
Yankton, SD, has been meeting at Trinity since its inception in 2016.  The 
chapter is authorized by Bishop Sean Rowe, for the Diocese of Bethlehem.  

People from several parishes in the diocese, as well as from other 
denominations, have been meeting monthly to pray and to study the 
Benedictine Tradition.  Oblates are people living the Benedictine Way in the 

world, insofar as their station in life permits.  While Going Deeper is primarily a  
devotional group, the Oblate Chapter includes focused study and practice.   

 
Although anyone is welcome to attend, the two Benedictine groups work 
particularly well for those of us who are Episcopalians, because Anglicanism 

has strong roots in the Benedictine tradition. 
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With Mo. Laura's retirement, both groups will be moving to St. Margaret's 
Episcopal Church in Emmaus. 

 
Trinity Quilter’s Ministry 

Submitted by Gloria Tarby 
 

On February 10, 1997 the ABC Quilters (now renamed Trinity Quilters 

Ministry) met for the first time in Trinity’s library to begin a ministry to at-risk 
babies.  Over the years the quilters brought their ministry of outside the 
community to now serving in the community, specifically VNA Nurse Family 

Support program.  There are six members that meet every Monday from 10:00 
am – 12 Noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Not only do they design and make their 

own small quilts for the children, but there is a strong sense of fellowship 
within the group.  We make at least 24 quilts a year for the babies.   
 

We extend an invitation to anyone who would care to join us in this worthwhile 
ministry.  To get involved, call Gloria Tarby, gzt0@lehigh.edu or 610-866-6043. 

 
 

Worship and Music Committee 

Presented by Laura Howell 
 

The Worship Committee meets every month to plan for all the regular 

and special services held during the church year. Members include the clergy, 
staff, representatives from various committees such as Music, Children and 

Youth, Vergers, Vestry, and Altar Guild, as well as several lay people. Vergers 
and Altar Guild have also formed a Sewing Guild of people who meet regularly 
to maintain and repair the beautiful and historic vestments and hangings of 

the church. 
 
At the monthly meetings, each upcoming service is discussed in detail 

with the intention of providing a service that flows smoothly and provides a 
meaningful experience for parishioners and visitors. Our committee 

coordinates with the clergy and all those who participate in the service: the 
Verger(s) readers, ushers, acolytes and crucifers, lay Eucharistic ministers, 
choir, and altar guilders. We are open to new ideas and value feedback from 

parishioners on what might enhance the worship experience so that we 
continue to fulfill our mission of “feeding body, mind, and soul.” 

 

Vestry – Dinner and a Movie 

Joanne Gulya  

 

Our “Dinner and a Movie Night” series began this year with “South Pacific” and 
a lovely Indonesian feast prepared by our own Pat Sisson and her family in 

February. Next came “The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel in the summer (a farewell 

mailto:gzt0@lehigh.edu
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request from our Jenny) featuring Indian food. We ended our year on a more 

serious note with a viewing of “The Mission” in fall. 

 

Our group is usually small and intimate, gathering around the family table for 
food and conversation. A great time, very low-key with a wonderful opportunity 

for fellowship. If you haven’t joined us already, please consider making a night 
of it with the Trinity film folk. Next year’s selections include “Murder on the 

Orient Express” and “The King and I”. Hope to see you there. 

 

 


