
A PALM-BURNING CEREMONY 
(Appropriate for use on the Sunday before Ash Wednesday) 

 

Officiant:  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
People:  His mercy endures forever. 
 
Officiant:  Remember that we are but dust and ashes; yet, by God’s 
grace, we have died in Baptism and put on the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Each year we keep the 40 days of Lent with prayer, penitence and 
the practice of charity so that we may come to the Easter feast 
ready to renew once more the commitment of our Baptism which 
gave us life.  Throughout this Lent we shall gather to hear the word 
of God and to intercede with the Lord for the needs of the world.  
Let us now listen to God’s word as it describes the Lenten path that 
stretches before us. 
 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet, Isaiah.:  (Isaiah 58:5-10) 
 
Is such the fast that I choose, 
    a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
    and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
    a day acceptable to the Lord? 
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
    to loose the bonds of injustice, 
    to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
    and to break every yoke? 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
    and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator[a] shall go before you, 
    the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
    you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 



If you remove the yoke from among you, 
    the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
if you offer your food to the hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
    and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 
After the reading, the Officiant invites all to kneel (if that is 
convenient) or to bow their heads. 
 
Officiant:  Merciful God, you called us from the dust of the earth, 
and claimed us for Christ in the waters of Baptism.  Look upon us 
as we prepare for the 40 days of Lent by burning these palms to 
create the ashes that will mark us as penitents.  Bless our journey 
through the desert of Lent to the waters of new birth at Easter.  
May our fasting be a hunger for justice; our alms, a way of making 
peace; our prayer, the song of humble and thankful hearts.  All that 
we do and pray is in the name of Jesus, for in his cross you 
proclaim your love for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
As the ashes are burned in an appropriate container, a hymn may be 
sung. 
 
Officiant:  All through the days of Lent let us be prayerful, 
pondering the mysteries told in the Scriptures.  Let us wear our 
cross of ashes humbly as we walk more closely with God.  We have 
been marked as Christ’s own forever. In him, we make the prayer 
that will fill the coming days of mercy: 
Our Father………….. 
 
Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 


