
A Farewell to Alleluia 
 
Leader:  O God, make speed to save us,              Hallelujah, Hallelujah! 
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
Leader:  “Alleluia” is Greek for “Praise the Lord.” 
People:  Our God is worthy of praise and glory. 

 
Leader:  The faithful people of God offer praise for the great deeds God has done. 

People:  God created us out of dust, took Israel out of exile, restored the land, spoke 
through the prophets, and gives hope and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 
 

Leader:  The Book of Psalms contains “Hallels” (Psalms 113-118) – special chants of praise 
which were sung on each step going up to the Temple during festive celebrations and 
pilgrimages. 

People:  Praise the Lord, all you nations!  Laud him all you peoples!  For his loving-
kindness toward us is great, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever.  

Hallelujah! (Psalm 117) 
 
Leader:  Hallelujah!  Praise God in his holy temple. 

People:  Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Hallelujah! (Psalm 150) 
 

Leader:  Like our ancestors in the faith, we have much for which to be thankful.  But there 
is not always joy in our lives.  The world is full of pain, sadness and loneliness.  Like Jesus, 
sometimes we need time to think about our relationship with God.  Jesus spent forty days 

in the wilderness fasting and praying.   Lent is our quiet-time to draw closer to God and 
prepare for the mystery of Easter. This is a time when we do not say “alleluia” or sing songs 
of praise (such as the Gloria).  We remove “alleluia” from our worship and bring it back 

again for the great festive celebration of Easter. 
People:  How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land? (Psalm 137:4) 

 
If there is an Alleluia banner, it may be removed at this time. 
 

Leader:  Let us pray.  ALMIGHTY GOD, you bid your faithful people to rejoice in praise, but 
also call us to repent and reflect in quiet times.  Give us grace and courage to devote our 

hearts to you and to love others as you would, that we may come at last to share in the 
joyful resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
An appropriate hymn with “Alleluias” should follow to end the service. 


