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Back to School…who me? 
—A reflection by Mo. Laura 

 

If you have kids at home, if 

you are a teacher, or work in 

the educational field, or if you 

have ever been a student your-

self, you know that the month 

of August raises the issue of 

back-to-school. Part excite-

ment at the new adventures, 

part anticipation of new people 

and new ideas, part anxiety 

over the new challenges that 

await. That‘s back-to-school 

time. And, of course, there is 

the ever-present juggle to find 

money for new textbooks/

ebooks, tablets, supplies and 

clothing, that you‘ve used up 

or grown out over the past few 

months. Not to mention tui-

tion, for those who have to pay 

it. 

Me, too. Well, not the clothing 

part... But an excuse to buy a 

new pen, because I‘m also on my way back to school. I have always 

done satisfactorily in school, but there has been more of the anxiety 

than the delight for me. (How WILL I ever remember all those 

things and all those other people‘s names?) You know how memory 

impaired I am…humility is one of the Benedictine virtues, but 

sometimes it is just humiliating to have to confess to yet one more 

instructor that I have a small learning disability that makes memori-

zation impossible. I‘ve been negotiating how to take tests since age 

(Continued on page 2) 
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NEWSFLASH! 

Jenny Scott, our Pastoral 

Associate, has begun a 

process which may lead to 

ordination as a priest.  

(see page 17) 

San Ignacio de Loyola, 1491-1556 
This icon was commissioned by the President of 

Creighton University, John Schlegel, S.J. on the occa-

sion of the 125th anniversary of the University in grati-

tude for the work of the Jesuit Community. 
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ten. (Just try that with the Department of 

Transportation when you have to take a 

driver‘s license exam!) 

It was with relief about 15 years ago that I 

finished my two-year training to become a 

spiritual director. And thought, ―Phew! Now 

I‘m done with school.‖ Six years before that, 

I said the same thing when I finished my 

chaplain residency. Well….it must be an ad-

diction. 

For years, I have thought about training to 

lead St. Ignatius of Loyola‘s Spiritual Exer-

cises. But with some relief, I have never 

been able to afford to take the time away 

from job and home to go to a far-off facility 

for it. This fall, Moravian Seminary is begin-

ning a new, 9-month program for experi-

enced directors to start the training, and I‘ll 

be taking it here in Bethlehem. One Friday 

afternoon a month, I will dutifully fill my 

book bag with texts, notebooks and home-

work and march straight up Main Street for 

classes and consultations. In addition to the 

academic work, this program will also be of-

fering regular supervision sessions—where I 

get the rare opportunity to discuss issues that 

have come up during my practice. 

Over two years, a number of us, including 

the Vestry, did a study of Ignatian Leader-

ship for the Parish, so some of you already 

know what this is about. Although I am a 

Benedictine, Ignatian Spirituality is very 

complementary—particularly because Igna-

tius lived almost a thousand years later than 

Benedict. He was a Spanish knight, who was 

injured in battle in 1521. During a long and 

painful recuperation, he experienced a pro-

found conversion from his previous dedica-

tion to chivalry and courtly romance, to the 

love of Christ. He brought the imaginative 

skills that he had used in reading novels and 

stories, to experiencing Bible stories and the 

life of Christ during his time on earth. 

Ignatius took copious notes of his readings, 

meditations, and prayer time. He spent over 

11 years studying theology in the great uni-

versities of Europe, to prepare for a life of 

preaching and service. And during the years 

of his study, he compiled a system for lead-

ing other people into a closer relationship 

with Jesus. These writings are called the 

Spiritual Exercises. That is what I will be ex-

ploring. 

Although Ignatius was a mystic, he was also 

very much a man of action. We are called to 

study God‘s Word closely, but also to live it 

out. We are called to love Jesus enough to 

want to do what he loved to do—to care for 

the poor, to heal the sick, to comfort those 

who sorrow, and, above all, to do God‘s will 

in the world. His question was, ―What shall 

we do for God today?‖ 

I am excited that I and the dozen or so other 

people who will be studying Ignatian Spiri-

tuality and the Spiritual Exercises, will be 

learning how to answer Ignatius‘ central 

question. As I learn, I‘ll be sharing every-

thing with you, so that we can all find ways 

to grow closer to Christ as a praying and act-

ing community. 

In the meantime, as we put together our 

books, papers and pencils, and head back to 

school, we can all claim inspiration from the 

verses 1 Timothy 4:14-15: ―Do not neglect 

the gift that is in you, which was given to you 

through prophecy with the laying on of 

hands by the council of elders. Put these 

things into practice, devote yourself to them, 

so that all may see your progress.” 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Prayers for Healing  

and Anointing 

Our Lord in his ministry performed 

many different acts of healing - forgiv-

ing sins, casting out demons, curing 

physical disease. These practices con-

tinued as the Church's ministry of heal-

ing. The laying on of hands was associ-

ated with prayers for the work of the 

Holy Spirit. The anointing with oil was 

also associated but was especially for 

the healing of sickness or infirmity. 
 

Q: Who may ask for these prayers? 

A. *Anyone who suffers from emo-

tional or physical illness or prays 

for one who does. 

 *Anyone grieving loss. 

 *Anyone with relationship difficul-

ties. 

 *Anyone with financial difficulties. 

 *Anyone with a burden they cannot 

speak about.  (God knows your 

prayer) 

 *For a blessing 

 *For concerns of our country & for 

the world. 

 *For anything! 
 

 

Q: What if too many people are in line 

& we are nearing the conclusion of 

our corporate worship? 

A: Prayers may continue after worship! 

People leaving after worship will 

automatically be courteous and give 

you privacy. 

God's Grace & Peace, 

Mother Jane Gaeta 

Awake! 

Pull up the shades, It's morning! The 

leaves on my Ginkgo tree make music. 

The breeze is gentle this day and beck-

ons my birds to fill the trees with their 

voices. 

The feeders are full. And even the 

squirrels drink from the pristine, over-

flowing baths, freshly drenched with 

last night's rain. 

Pull up the shades and wait for the sun. 

Watch the sky change and open its eyes 

to light your way. The Holy One in the 

wings paints with broad strokes many 

colours to dress your day in glory. 

Pull up the shades and clothe yourself 

in prayer and praise, songs and silence. 

Drink in the dew and cool air slapping 

your face awake. Walk barefoot in the 

grass beneath your feet. This is the day 

the Lord has made. Rejoice and be glad 

in it! 

Pull up the shades and surrender the 

challenges in your life; the plans, the 

dreams, the storms. The hurricanes that 

sweep you off your feet. Recognize 

that the Only One who can bring you 

peace in the midst of it all is holding 

you in the Palm of His Hand. 

Pull up the shades and be healed. 

Healed for a reason—to give and to 

share. The goal of living is in giving 

like Him and in knowing by nightfall 

you have given your best. Pull down 

the shades now and sleep. 

--Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane + 
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 IN SEPTEMBER 

Birthdays 
 1 Jeff Hotz 

 2 Jerry Gaeta 

 4 Kenneth Magee 

 Art Talbot 

 5 Carolyn Duranko 

 Max Milia 

 Chloe Rumelhart 

 7 Hattye Magee 

 9 Beth Alcamo 

  Lindsay Heffner 

10 Linda Lopez 

12 Virginia Hontz 

13 Peter Paul Sondova 

 Fred Segaline 

16 Doris Eshbach 

 Joan Schramm 

 Stephanie Stover 

17 Will Sheldrake 

18 Jason Fink 

 Amy Previato 

 Brian Propst 

19 Jeanne Deets 

 Maryann DiEdwardo 

20 Skylynn Lane 

21 Nelson King 

 Violet McCandless 

22 Katherine McIntosh 

23 Rick Bucher 

 Christie Davies 

25 Christopher Roman 

26 Donna Lawrence 

29 Bob Alcamo 

 Stephen Smith 
 

Anniversaries 
 3 Sally & James McIntosh  

 Sandra & Ronald Utley 

 5 Bonnie Lynch & Kathy Hillman 

 7 Beth & Bob Alcamo 

 9 Meri & Jim Dickey 

14 Lee Ann and Wes Smith 

16 Wendi & Richard Kerr 

22 John Jastremski & Elizabeth Collier 

22 Joel & Lorise Krieger 

26 Kendall and Philip Milia 

27 Lynn & Jack Norman 

28 Barbara & Richard Subber  

If your Birthday or Anniversary isn‘t listed, please let the Parish Office know. 
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The Prayer List 

For those in the Armed 

Services 
Spc. Kevin Connors 

1LT Andrew Frey 

Erin Kloss 

Alex J. McCandless 

MACS Cristin Miller 

CPT Michael S. Tax 

CPT Rachael Tax 

A1C Jessica Troudt 
 

For those in need 
Rose Alex 

Bud Barr 

Gabriella Beirne 

Jim Bey 

Karen Blazosky 

Loretta Brobst 

Zachary Brozoski 

Betsy Coffin 

Bp. Jack Croneberger 

Sr. Francis Joannes Devlin 

Chris Dinan 

Carolyn Duranko 

Twila Evans 

Michael Fitch 

Anne Frey 

Rebecca Jane Frey 

Josh Fridman 

Doodie Genthner 

Charles Gianguzi, Jr. 

Nicolina Gianguzi 

Phil Grieshaber 

Bertha Grube 

Larry  Grube 

Sr. Patricia-Michael Hauze 

Nan Hillman 

Nancy Hofmann 

Claire Hornung 

Joseph Horvath 

Stu Hutchinson 

Hazel Hunt 

Anna Jesiolowski 

Connie Jones 

Ed Krick 

Sophia Krieger 

Anthony Krukowski 

Alex MacMillan 

Anthony Magana 

Sharon Marks 

Bp. Paul Marshall 

Jim McCandless 

Judy Merola 

Gloria Miller 

Vanessa Miller 

Sue Murphy 

Stu Parlin 

Patti Pasda 

Will Perkowsky 

Carol Propsner 

Carole Reese 

Kristina Richards 

Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 

Robert Romeril 

Marie Saari 

Mary Saul 

Joan Sheldrake 

Victoria Sweet 

Audrey Sykes 

Stanton Sykes 

Pat Talijan 

Ken Tarby 

Jane Teter 

Jose Tinajero 

Chantille Utley 

Nelson Van den Blink 

Dr. Anthony Verbalis 

Winifred Washco 

Jan Wedderman 

Amand 

Bekki 

Jeannette 

Sr. Elaine 

Heather 

Here are the names of Trinity people who have health problems or personal prob-
lems and who wish to be remembered in our prayers. If you or a loved one has 
health problems or other problems, and if you would like the prayerful help of Trinity 
friends, you are invited to add your name to the list. Please contact the office, 610-
867-4741. 

Trinity is a praying church. We love to pray for people...and we keep on praying for them. But 

sometimes, people get "parked" on the parish prayer list. The policy is to put people on the 

Prayers of the People list and to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you ask us to 

keep them on. They will also be put on the prayer list in the Bulletin. We keep them on the Bulle-

tin list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on. We are very happy to keep people 

on either or both lists, but please do tell us. Call the office or give a note to one of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 
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The 2016 Evangelism Committee “Big Event” 

 

With the cancellation of the Market Street Fair for 2016, we took 

our show on the road to find a venue for a similar event, with the 

cooperation of the Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild, with which 

Trinity has developed close ties. 

As luck would have it, we found a replacement with one of our 

other partners, the Northeast Ministries. In fact, we found two re-

placements, as the organization was working up two different 

events. The first was an outdoor festival, very similar to what we 

did on Market Street. The outdoor ‗street fair‘ was primarily organ-

ized by Promise Neighborhoods Lehigh Valley in Allentown. Other 

agencies involved are Marvine Elementary School, Just Born Can-

dies, Habitat for Humanity, and the Bethlehem Housing Authority. 

We did not bring our kids activities to this event, since the area 

would be filled with lots of activities for kids of all ages. We set up 

our usual two tent pavilion, with rugs and a sound system. The sto-

rytellers used headset mikes designed for aerobics instructors. The 

link transmitting their signal to the sound system was built into the 

headset rather than having to have a wire connected to a box at the 

belt or elsewhere. Our storytellers move around a lot. 

To the two tents, we added a third, with carpeting, plus two tables 

for use by the Cops ‗n‘ Kids organization, which has close ties to 

both Trinity and to the Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild. Beverly 

Bradley, its president and helpers brought 500 books, laid out and 

free for the taking. 

We opened with Judy England-McCarthy‘s mime act, which she 

reprised from the Market Street fair, adding a performance to a 

song by Frank Sinatra. The first two sets were done by the fabulous 

Ingrid Bohn, who had a busy summer appearing at a number of out-

door events in June, July, and August.  

(Continued on page 7) 
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Between the two storytelling sets, we had a guest, as we 

provided our venue to Maria De Jesus Paolicelli, the 

award-winning author of the children‘s book, There's a 

Coqui in My Shoe. The coqui is a tiny frog, native to 

Puerto Rico. In her picture, she is explaining how the sci-

entific name of the frog, Eleutherodactylus coqui is pro-

nounced. 

Larry Sceurman was our second storyteller, who kept 

kids entranced with all sorts of puppets and stories. All 

performances were video graphically recorded. Chaz 

Kiernan of LVSG helped bring our equipment to the NE 

Ministry site and lots of volunteers for the event helped 

erect our venue, as well as take it down and pack it onto 

a trailer so graciously provided by Mari Wells. You may 

notice both storytellers sporting our Episcopal Pilgrim-

age baseball caps. This was also the first appearance of a 

new LVSG backdrop. 

The second event at NE Ministries was four appearances 

of LVSG tellers on Thursdays at 1:30, beginning on June 

24. The format was identical to the LVSG Winter Story-

telling Series presented from January to April on Sun-

days, at Godfrey Daniels. The first teller was Denise 

McCormack appearing with her guitar and stories. One 

week later, Judy England-McCarthy perform with her 

big black bag of puppets and props. 

The third performer was the marvelous Children‘s Events 

coordinator, Karen Maurer, who charmed the kids with 

her full sized accordion, which several kids could sample 

by pressing keys to see what happens. 

The last teller was Larry Sceurman, who pulled out all 

the stops when he told his famous Five Chinese Brothers 

story, interlaced with demonstrations of the Chinese 

Linking Rings trick. Of course, the one trick that got all 

the kids‘ attention was a book which began burning up 

when it was opened. All four appearances had a large ap-

preciative audience. 

(Continued from page 6) 



 

8 

Family Ministries 

Throughout the summer, I met with many of Trinity's family members and faithful family min-

istries volunteers to learn more about what has been going well at Trinity, specially within fam-

ily ministries, and dream together about where we would like to go in the future. A few of the 

many fruits of these conversations have been clear vision in how we want to shape Sunday 

School and CAYA in the coming year. I am so grateful to everyone who took time to meet with 

me and the honesty and vulnerability they showed me in what they shared. I pray that God con-

tinues to guide us and bless us as we seek to do ministry with our children and youth. 
 – Jenny Scott Pastoral Associate 

 

Sunday School -- 2nd & 4th Sunday of every month – 9:15 AM to 10:15 AM 

Sunday School is for students in grades 1-7. We will meet at 9:15 in the Children's Sunday 

School Wing for a time of biblical storytelling, corresponding activities, and the much loved 

snacks. 
 

September 11 will be our registration and kick-off celebration. We ask adults to stay with their 

children for this first week. 
 

We will meet the following Sunday mornings: 

Sept 11 (Registration & Kick-off celebration) 

Sept 25 

Oct 9 

Oct 23 

Nov 13 

Nov 27 

Dec 11 
 

CAYA - 1st & 3rd Saturday of every month (generally) – 5:00 PM to 8:30 PM 

Community And Youth in Action is for students in grades 8-12. We will meet for the 5pm Holy 

Eucharist, followed by a simple dinner, then have a time of study and conversation that is de-

signed to aid in faith formation. 
 

We will meet the following Saturday evenings: 

Sept 17 (Kick-Off Celebration) 

Oct 1 

Oct 15 (Runners World Race Weekend – No CAYA but there will be dinner and worship) 

Nov 5 

Nov 19 

Dec 3 

Dec 17 

Please make sure you are on the family ministries email list so you can receive up-to-date infor-

mation, including possible changes to the schedules. 
 

Feel free to contact Jenny if you have any questions about Family Ministry 

jenny@trinitybeth.org 
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Family Ministries has a place for YOU! 
 

What do you think of when you hear ―family ministries‖ or ―sunday school‖ or ―youth group‖? 

Do you think that it is the place where your passions come alive or is it a place where you find 

yourself happily letting others take charge? It is understandable that not every person has the 

gifts, passions and/or time to become a Sunday School or CAYA leader and yet it is important 

for our children and youth to feel connected to the larger church community and believe that 

they are truly known by their elders. So how can this been done? 
 

A fairly recent book, Sticky Faith: Practical Ideas to nurture long-term faith in teenagers, argues for a 5:1 

ration between adults and youth. That is five adults to every one youth. The authors of the book are not sug-

gesting that there are five adults to every youth at every single gathering but that each youth has 5 adults who 

are investing in their lives in some way. These investments can be a combination of intentional relationships 

like being a leader at CAYA gatherings, and also more organic relationships that are developed through con-

versations at coffee hour.   
 

I believe that there is a way that every individual at Trinity can support the families at Trinity. Below are just a 

few examples of ways that you can intentionally become more involved in the lives of our children and youth. 

Please prayerfully consider where your place is. 
 

1 Prayerful presence - We are looking for individuals or groups who would be up for the challenge of 

praying for our families on a regular and consistent basis. The simple act of lifting up each individual in the 

family in prayer can do more than we can imagine. Families can let Jenny know when extra prayer is 

needed and that will get passed on to you. 
 

2 Sunday School Leaders & Volunteers - Sunday School (grades 1-7) meets bi-weekly from Sept 

through May. Leaders will help prepare and lead lessons. Volunteers help to engage children, build rela-

tionships and journey alongside as they learn about the Bible and the faith of the Church. 
 

3 CAYA leaders - CAYA (grades 8-12) meets bi-weekly, beginning with the 5pm Saturday Holy Eucha-

rist and a simple dinner, followed by a gathering time where youth are encouraged to explore their individ-

ual faith and what it means in the daily life through an environment of trust and sharing. 
 

4 Worship Friends - Worship alongside parents with their children/youth to encourage fuller engagement 

in the services. By sharing your own love for the liturgy and helping to draw children‘s attention to what is 

happening in the service, you will both learn through their eyes and get to share the joys of worship. If you 

are a member of the choir, a reader, an acolyte, or an usher, there are also opportunities for you to help 

mentor children and youth as they take on similar roles. 
 

5. Family Pairing - Take the initiative to form a stronger relationship with an individual family.  This may 

be as simple as intentionally checking in with one another and building relationships with the family‘s chil-

dren or it may be more in depth and focused, including a monthly dinner or outing. 
 

6. Fellowship & Missions Outings - Become a chaperon on one or more of the children/youth outings 

or service projects. Build relationships with others through fun activities and acts of service. This is a great, 

low-commitment way to build and strengthen relationships with families. 
 

7. Advisory Committee -- We are looking for adults who are committed to Family Ministry and want to 

help with the behind-the-scenes work. We need people who are passionate to help shape the vision and 

mission of family ministry along with helping to plan and guide the direction of Family Ministry. Experi-

ence as parents, educators, and children & youth leaders is prefered but not required. 
 

8 Saturday Night Dinner Hosts - If hospitality is your thing, then considering joining the rotation of 

hosts who will make simple dinners for after the Saturday night Holy Eucharist on the weeks that CAYA 

meets. Being willing to clean up will be helpful but not required. 
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Blessing of the Backpacks 

On August 21st, at the 9:30 service, we had a blessing of backpacks, and other 

school supplies, along with prayer for all those going back to school this autumn. 

Some who were not able to be present still had their backpacks brought in to be 

blessed.  

There was a huge collection of school supply donations which will be distributed 

between parish families, Soup Kitchen families, and Northeast Ministries. Thank 

you to everyone who contributed to this collection.  

Please keep students, teachers and all those who work or volunteer within educa-

tion in your prayers this autumn and throughout the coming school year.  
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From a Member and Former Warden of Trinity: 
Many moons ago, my husband, Gerry and I were regular Trinity goers. We raised our 

son and daughter at Trinity and participated in just about everything. This is the place 

where you can ‗touch‘ people, not just ‗hear about‘. We are away most weekends now 

and attend Trinity Mt. Pocono. 

I was ‗there‘ in the early 80‘s when the church body made a commitment to feed the 

hungry. Trinitys‘ Soup Kitchen grew roots from many concerned members who saw 

the hungry of Bethlehem and did something about it. A few members made soup in the 

church, loaded it onto a station wagon and served it at Broad and New. We opened our 

doors to the homeless to have a safe and warm place to sleep in our Parish Hall.  We 

were the pioneers for bringing the hungry and homeless to ‗light‘. 

In 1982 Second Harvest began its mission to end hunger as the Lehigh Valley Food 

Bank through the Community Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley, Inc. (CACLV). 

They started with a rented truck. In 1986 they purchased a 7600 sf warehouse in Allen-

town and 7 years later moved to another twice the size. They then became Second Har-

vest Food Bank of the Lehigh Valley and Northeast Pennsylvania. Today, they operate 

out of a 65,000 sf warehouse in Nazareth. 

Second Harvest now provides food and grocery products to more than 65,000 individu-

als each month, more than half are children and senior citizens, through more than 200 

member agencies, i.e. emergency pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, child care, rehabili-

tation and senior citizen centers. They also provide education to member agencies 

about local hunger, nutrition, and food accessibility issues. Sadly, the population of 

hungry families continues to grow.  

Second Harvest is seeking funds to purchase a 24 foot refrigerator/freezer truck, in 

compliance with all food safety laws, to serve its 6 county area. They presently don‘t 

have  trucks compliant with food safety laws. 

I am inviting you to join our Bethlehem Rotary Club in its effort to raise the last 

$50,000 of the $120,000 truck. We are having an event called Tastes & Tunes on Octo-

ber 2nd  (see .https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tastes-tunes-tickets-26174135544.) Not 

everybody can afford to attend a $100 per person night, but most can write a check for 

$10, $20 or more. If helping to get fresh, nourishing food to the hungry is something 

you‘d like to be part of, please make your 100% tax deductible check payment to: 

Bethlehem Rotary Foundation, memo 2
nd

 Harvest,  and mail to: Bethlehem Rotary 

Club, PO Box 358, Bethlehem, Pa 18016. 

Spread the word to friends and neighbors. A few dollars from many will pack this truck 

with fresh fruit and vegetables, gallons of milk, and meat to the impoverished areas. 

—Jill and Gerry Long 

610 625-5105 
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Anticipating the Big One 
  

Scores of Internet sites will be carrying this event live, but if you choose to participate 

online, you will be missing one of nature‘s most spectacular happenings, a total solar 

eclipse. Most people who have witnessed darkness descend during midday and the wispy 

corona surrounding the moon want to see another. Some who are bitten by the ―bug‖ chase 

them all over the world. I‘ve witnessed five total solar eclipses, and I hope to be in Wyo-

ming with friends on August 21, 2017 for my sixth. All of North America gets to see some 

partial aspect of this event, but along a narrow path about 65 miles wide, stretching from 

Oregon, through Idaho, Wyoming, Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee, Geor-

gia, and South Carolina, the eclipse is total; in other words, the sun will be completely cov-

ered by the moon. During the partial eclipse, when part of the sun is still visible, special 

filters must be used to view the sun safely, but throughout totality, conditions are safe for 

direct observations because no part of the sun is exposed. As more of the sun is covered, the 

landscape grays into purplish hues, and shadows have less contrast. Several minutes before 

totality, the brighter planets become visible against what looks like an ominously dark cloud 

rising up from the horizon, the approaching shadow cone of the moon. However, it‘s the last 

10 seconds prior to totality that are often the most spectacular. The sun looks like a diamond 

ring decreasing in carat weight, until Sol is just shining through the valleys along the 

Moon‘s limb—Baily‘s beads. The viewer is absorbed in a shroud of darkness, the diminution 

of light so rapid that the eye cannot keep pace. Often the initial moments of totality appear 

to be the darkest. The intensity of light varies from three to six full moons depending upon 

prevailing haze and humidity. Bright stars may become visible, and the horizon has a peach-

colored luminescence. If you have ever wanted to be wowed by nature, a total solar eclipse 

is one of your best bets. 
Gary A. Becker – beckerg@moravian.edu  

or garyabecker@gmail.com 

Moravian College Astronomy - astronomy.org 

 

 
 

StarWatch 

The path of totality of the solar eclipse of 

August 21, 2017 is shown on this Google map 

from NASA‘s Eclipse Website. The ―GD‖ on 

the map stands for the location of the greatest 

duration of totality, which for this eclipse is 2 

minutes 40.3 seconds. The ―GE‖ stands for 

greatest eclipse, the position on the Earth‘s sur-

face where the moon‘s shadow points closest 

to the center of the planet. Here the duration of 

totality is 0.2 second shorter.  

mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://www.astronomy.org/
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Animals’ Corner 
Although we love seeing woodpeckers in our small West Bethlehem yard, 

this year the woodpeckers appeared somewhat confused. Despite their in-

dustrious rat-a-tat-tat tat and bobbling red-patched heads, the woodpeck-

ers‘ visitations were a tad, well, unsettling. Because the woodpeckers 

were valiantly rat-a-tat-

tatting up and down our 

mulleins. 

Yes, mulleins. You know, 

those six-foot tall stalks 

growing in profusion by 

the side of the highway? 

With the huge fuzzy ro-

settes at the bottom, and 

the teeny tiny yellow flow-

ers on the stalk?  Some 

might even call them 

weeds, but as we all know, 

it‘s only a weed if you 

don‘t want it in your gar-

den. We do want them in 

our garden and we encour-

age their growth; right now we have at least eight, and the majority of those have more than 

one stalk. Despite our tender loving care, not all seem to grow as well in our yard as they do 

on some highways, but nevertheless they grow. And some exceptional ones do thrive and 

reach for the sky. 

Mulleins, it turns out, are not without company. They have some very 

interesting dinner guests. As in woodpeckers. When I first saw Woody, I 

thought perhaps he was as baffled as some of our neighbors might be 

that we deliberately grow mulleins.  Peck, peck, peck up and down the 

tall yellow-brown stalks. I knew that we needed rain, but had the mul-

leins hardened that much? Did Woody just not feel like flying 20 feet to 

the nearby tree? 

Turns out of course, that Woody, as usual, knew exactly what he was do-

ing. Mulleins produce (literally) hundreds of thousands of seeds each 

year. No, Woody is not going after the seeds. Rather, the plentitude of 

mullein seeds attract a critter known, not surprisingly, as the mullein 

weevil. When woodpeckers peck at trees, they want bugs. And when a 

woodpecker pecks at a mullein, he wants the mullein weevil. Which our 

mulleins were ever so thoughtfully providing for their daily meals. 

(Continued on page 15) 

The Cat Shack 
P.O. Box 950 

Trexlertown, PA 
18087  

(610) 967-9097 

catshack@ptd.net 

 

mailto:catshack@ptd.net
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As if I needed it, Woody‘s visits showed 

that God can work even through dimwitted 

creatures such as we humans, if only we 

trust His creation. The lowly mullein, the 

plant that some consider a weed and that 

grows wild by the side of the road, pro-

duces enough seeds to attract the mullein 

weevils. And although mullein weevil 

might also sound like bad thing, those wee-

vils provide mighty nutritious meals for 

woodpeckers. I can enjoy daily visits from 

Woody all because I tended a ―weed to oth-

ers‖. But I know that I shouldn‘t stop there. 

What else is out there, plant, human or ani-

mal, that looks like a ―weed‖ to me, but that 

might feed others? In what other efforts to 

protect the lowly should I engage? I was 

lucky enough to be attracted to the mullein, 

but what might I learn if I let God show me 

more about the wonders of ―weeds‖, in 

whatever form they might take? 

The Animal Food Bank feeds domestic ani-

mals with the food that God intended for 

them to eat. We are always grateful for do-

nations of food or funds; please visit our 

website or email  

afblehighvalley@gmail.com to learn more. 

The Cat Shack rescues kittens and cats 

without homes, and gives them the care that 

God intended with foster families such as 

Gaby‘s, turns them into loving cats ready 

for forever homes. Won‘t you consider such 

a kitten for your fur-ever friend? Please 

visit http://thecatshack.rescuegroups.org/. 

The Animal Food Bank and the Cat Shack 

wish you a blessed fall filled with every-

thing that God has created especially for 

you. 

—Linda Henry 

(Continued from page 14) Changes to Saturday 5 PM Holy 

Eucharist 
 

It's time for a little experimenting. Starting 

September 17th, the high school CAYA 

group and hopefully their families will be 

participating in the Saturday Service every 

other week (see CAYA schedule in Family 

Ministries section of newsletter). After the 

service, there will be a simple dinner served 

for all who attend the service. Part of the 

hope is that there will be more engagement 

between generations both at the service and 

the following meal. CAYA will then meet for 

an hour after dinner for a time of learning 

and conversation. 
 

We will be looking for dinner hosts and 

adult leaders for the CAYA meetings on 

these Saturdays, please contact Jenny Scott 

if you're interested in helping in either ca-

pacity. 

The Brownie Troop Thanks You 
Local Brownie 

Troop, 815, 

meets at Trin-

ity weekly 

through the 

school year. 

They will be-

gin meeting 

again in Sep-

tember. They 

recently gifted 

us with a large 

thank you card 

to show their appreciation. If you missed 

seeing the card while it was on display, here 

it is. We are grateful that we are able to 

support the community through sharing the 

physical space we have been blessed with. 

mailto:afblehighvalley@gmail.com
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Mithril’s Daily Office 

My Lord and little fishes! I‘m BACK, and look what has hap-

pened at Chez Mithril while I was on sabbatical! 

After three years of peace and quiet at my humble home, 

there has been an invasion of little claws and tabby paws. It 

seems our misguided steward, Boswell, as brought in two 

new female kittens over the Summer. 

In spite of my constant cajoling, with a chorus of support 

from trusty Silmaril and fluffy faced Telperion, Boswell 

chose non-Middle Earth names for the two interlopers. The 

first one, a grey-silver tabby, came from Gaby‘s Tabby Tow-

ers collection, with the name of Lucy. Boswell held onto that 

name until the second stranger, a more traditional brown 

tabby, suspiciously similar to Sugar Puss, arrived with the 

name Hope. Well, just like Jelly Pot and Sugar Puss, these 

two needed names which linked them as arriving at about the 

same time. So, Lucy was rechristened Lucy Loo, after the 

Asian – American actress / cut-up, Lucy Liu, who made a big 

impression in the Tarantino epic, Kill Bill. So, the rules of 

poetry carried Boswell to a logical, choice, and little Hope 

was rechristened Peggy Sue, after the title of the famous 

Buddy Holly song. 

Although Lucy was older than Peggy when they arrived, she 

was smaller, being the runt of her litter. But that didn‘t keep 

her from mixing it up with Peg on the floor in their pent-

house in the back room. I fondly remember arriving in that 

room over three years ago. Unlike me, the two shy girls 

stayed in that room, huddled together at night, for over two 

weeks, even with the door open. We oldsters were very cau-

tious in visiting the new kids. We did not even horn in on 

their frequent meals. The two of them could down two cans 

of kitten food a day, and want more. 

After two weeks, the dam burst, and the terrible twosome in-

vaded the entire main floor. Once they got a whiff of the adult food, they had no inter-

est in staying in their back room suite for breakfast and dinner. As the last picture 

shows, it took only one more week for this dynamic duo to land on that hallowed 

ground, Boswell‘s primary monitor front porch, our favorite space. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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On to more serious matters. A new development in the 

Trinity family is that Jenny Scott, our Pastoral Associate 

has begun a process which may lead to ordination as a 

priest. To that end, she graced the podium on the weekend 

of August 6 / 7 with a sermon at all three services. I dis-

patched our reporter to speak to Jenny about our ministry 

for children in the upcoming season. 

Meetings of all our younger parishioners will be held in the 

Sunday School wing, beginning with a communal gather-

ing, followed by sessions dividing the class members by 

age. Jenny said there is a strong interest among parents that the youngsters get a firm basis on 

knowing the biblical players such as Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Lot, Joseph and Ruth. 

The high school age students will continue to meet as CAYA (Community and Youth in Ac-

tion). A central objective of the CAYA group meetings will be to enable the children to speak 

up about the kind of doubts everyone encounters in the course of their lives, and to be able to 

discern situations which may create doubt and confusion. Boswell suggests that part of being 

able to tell biblical stories, plus stories of some of the great figures in the history of the 

church is to demonstrate that these fears are neither unique to them nor something over which 

to be ashamed. Questions and doubts are all a part of growing up, whether in the faith or not. 

Jenny has suggested that just one of many reasons why learning these biblical stories is im-

portant is so that children have the ability to understand the illusions, symbolism and refer-

ences made to biblical stories which is found in so many art forms. Your humble reporter, that 

being me, Mithril, realizes that Jesus‘ parables are ‗stories with lessons‘. I suggest that the 

Old Testament stories need to be framed in the same way so that youngsters can appreciate 

how these stories, such as the Great Flood and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah will 

make sense. We learn from these stories just as we can learn from Shakespeare‘s The Tem-

pest. But like Star Trek, indirectly based on The Tempest, the stories of Noah, Abraham, 

Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David are written so that very little thought needs to be expressed to 

capture the heart of their stories. My cat sense says it‘s good to relate biblical stories to sto-

ries we hear today. 

A corollary to hearing the stories of both biblical and post-biblical saints is the ability to hear 

one another‘s stories, in a safe setting. Although the kids will be encouraged to attend ser-

vices in the church, that environment does not offer the opportunity to acquire an understand-

ing of what these 400-year-old liturgies and hymns have to do with 

me? 

I, Mithril, am delighted to have the opportunity to convey such news. 

I‘m not so sure the two kids who arrived at Chez Mithril are quite so 

amenable to being trained in the finer points of biblical studies. All 

they want to do is eat, sleep, poop, and wrassle.  

(Continued from page 16) 
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MAY PEACE PREVAIL ON EARTH! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the motto of the International Day of Prayer for Peace, which began as a 

United Nations effort in 1984. Each year, on September 21, people around the 

world gather to pray, meditate, sing, dance, and act for peace. This year, diocesan 

Benedictine groups are working with the Franciscans at St. Francis Renewal Cen-

ter on Bridle Path Road in Bethlehem, and other faith communities to host a day-

long time to pray for peace on earth, and within ourselves. The day will culminate 

with an ecumenical service in the evening. More details will be posted as available. 

 

Please consider attending one of the events. And pause at noon for a moment of si-

lent prayer for peace. 

 

Find more information at  

World Peace Prayer and http://internationaldayofpeace.org/about/ . 

 

MAY PEACE PREVAIL ON EARTH! 

http://www.worldpeace.org/
http://internationaldayofpeace.org/about/


SEPTEMBER 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 LABOR 

DAY 

 

6 

 

7 

6:00 pm—Bonaventure 

Reading Group (Library) 

 

8 

7:00 pm—Senior 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

9:15 am—Sunday 
School Registration & 

Kick-off Celebration 

1:30 am—Benedictine 
Oblate Chapter Meeting 

(Chapel) 
 

12 

6:30 pm—Holy 
Eucharist and 

Vestry Meeting 

(Chapel/Library) 

 
 

13 

9:30 am—Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Church) 

6:30 pm—Daughters 

of The King (Church) 

14 

6:00 pm—Bonaventure 

Reading Group (Library) 

 

15 

7:00 pm—Senior 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 

 

16 

5:00 pm—
Din-

ner/Movie—
”African 
Queen” (Parish 

Hall) 

 

17 

5:00 pm—CAYA 

(Youth Group) 

6:00 pm—Parish 

Supper (Parish Hall) 

18 

2:00 pm—Prayer Shawl 
Gathering (Cathedral 

Church of the Nativity) 

 

19 

6:00 pm—Going  

Deeper—Pot 

Luck Supper 

(Parish Hall) 

20 

9:30 am—Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Church) 

21 

12:00 pm—Newsletter 

Deadline 

2:15 pm—Pastoral Care 
Committee Meeting (Parish 

Hall) 

6:00 pm—Bonaventure 

Reading Group (Library) 

7:00 pm—International 
Prayer for Peace Service (St. 
Francis Retreat Center, Bethle-

hem) 

7:00 pm—Pre-Convention 
Hearing (Cathedral Church of 

the Nativity) 

22 

7:00 pm—Senior 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 

 

23 

 

24  

 

25 

9:15 am—Sunday 

School  

26 

 

27 

9:30 am—Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Church) 

28 

6:00 pm—Bonaventure 

Reading Group (Library) 

29 

7:00 pm—Senior 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 

30  

NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside 

groups that use our facilities.  Please check availability with the of-

fice before scheduling a meeting. 

Also see Weekly Schedule on back cover 

CelticFest Parking  

Fundraiser 

(Through Sunday) 
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and Soul 
  

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
  

phone  610-867-4741   

(emergency 610-217-4837) 
  

web site  www.trinitybeth.org   

email info@trinitybeth.org 
  

office hours  9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments until 4  
 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Canon Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator   

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Gerard R. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Jane S. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  
 Priest Associate 

  

STAFF  
Jenny Scott, Pastoral Associate 

Aram Basmadjian, Artist in Residence 

Karen Ernst-Reiner, Treasurer    

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

James Propst, Sexton 

Charles Johns, Security 

Gary A. Becker, Parish Photographer 

Ministers: All baptized members. 
  

VESTRY  
Joanne Gulya 

Linda Henry 

Robert Lawrence 

Bonnie Lynch 

Ross Mangina 

Bruce Marold 

Christine Martocchio (Vestry Warden) 

Sarah Molinaro 

Jack Norman  (Rector’s Warden) 

Arthur Talbot 

Logan Vitalos 

Mari Wells 
 

How to become a member— 
You are very welcome to attend worship ser-

vices, member or not. If you would like to be-

come part of the parish, it is easy. Just give 

your name, address, phone number (and 

email address, if you have one) to a priest or 

usher, or leave it in the parish office. Part of 

being an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 

talent and treasure. We hope you will attend 

our special programs and join our other ac-

tivities. There are so many opportunities to 

become a working member – by helping 

with worship services, or serving on a commit-

tee or outreach group. 

This newsletter is available on-line at: 

http://www.trinitybeth.org 

October Newsletter Deadline 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the editor 
at gaby@trinitybeth.org, or mailed to or dropped off in the church office. All 
submissions must be identified by the author with contact information (email 
or telephone number). 

Find us on Facebook! 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 8:45 am Agape Breakfast 
 9:15 am Sunday School (2nd & 4th Sundays) 

 9:15 am Adult Forum (Parish Hall) 
 9:45 am Choir Warm-up (Choir Room) 
  10:30 am Holy Eucharist  

  11:30 am Coffee Hour 
   2:30 pm Centering Prayer (Library) 
  

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon  Soup Kitchen  
 4:30 pm Evening Prayer  
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Tuesdays 
 9:30 am Handbell Rehearsal (Church) 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
  

Wednesdays 
 11:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing  
 6:00 am Bonaventure Reading Group (Library)  
  

Thursdays 
 3:30 pm Crafting Our Prayers-Knitting &  

    Crochetting (The Knitter’s Edge) 
 7:00 pm Senior Choir Practice (Choir Room) 

 Saturdays 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  

 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm CAYA Youth Group (1st & 3rd Saturdays) 

 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon 


