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God’s Lament 
 

—Mo. Laura’s Homily for September 18, 2016 

Proper 20C 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 

Psalm 79:1-9 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Luke 16:1-13 
 

In the name of God, Father, Son (+) and Holy Spirit. 

When I am preparing for a sermon, I try to work ahead. I look at the 

Sundays for a few weeks, because sometimes there is a series of 

sermons lurking there. Or there are themes that repeat and need to 

get developed. You will often hear the clergy saying things like, “In 

his sermon last week, Fr. Cliff said…” 

Stick with me here—

there is a reason why 

I’m telling you this.   

I can’t speak for my 

colleagues, but as I pre-

pare, I read the texts 

many times and medi-

tate on them. I write 

them out by hand, be-

cause I want the scrip-

tures to be embedded in 

my body and mind. I 

read commentaries, so I 

have a clue about con-

text and history, and the 

pesky problems that 

arise from translating a 

foreign language that is 

far distant from us, not 

only in space, but in 
(Continued on page 2) 
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time and culture. Then I write and re-write 

and have my spousal editor look the text 

over. Eventually, out pops a sermon. That’s 

more or less the process. 

This week was no different. Except that as 

the week went on, I was finding it harder 

and harder to want to approach the scrip-

tures. And, as a matter of fact, I was feeling 

kind of down in general. By the end of the 

week, I was asking myself, “Am I getting 

depressed?” That’s not normal for me, ei-

ther. Suddenly, I woke up and realized that I 

really HAD absorbed these difficult scrip-

tures into my mind and body.  

Those of you who work in the healthcare 

field know that depression is very conta-

gious. People who spend time around de-

pressed people can become depressed them-

selves. But getting depressed by the scrip-

ture text I was studying seemed ridiculous! 

However, just look at the readings from 

Jeremiah and Psalm 79. Jeremiah is some-

times called “The Weeping Prophet” and 

you can see why. And Psalm 79--what a de-

scription of devastation and utter abandon-

ment! Then, try to imagine taking in some of 

those feelings, even if they are not the situa-

tion you live in. That’s one of the thing-

sthese scriptures are asking us to do today. 

So, bite the bullet and dive in with me. You 

may discover something very important.  

And not just the power of these holy words 

to move us, thousands of years later.  

Scholars believe that the book of Jeremiah 

was written between about 626 BCE and 

586 BCE, starting during the reigns of King 

Josiah and his successors, and running 

through the invasion and captivity of Jerusa-

lem by the Babylonians. The prophet is 

given the task of calling the Jews to repen-

tance for their sins. And when they refuse, 

he warns them of the impending conse-

quences for their continued disobedience. 

Unlike some of the other prophets, though, 

who simply tell it like it is, Jeremiah feels 

deeply about the fate of his people. He real-

izes that he himself is one with these people. 

He is a prophet after all. For him, the future 

is already here, and he is experiencing in the 

present the horror that is approaching, even 

while the people are still enjoying their sins. 

They are complacent because they think that 

since Jerusalem has traditionally been the 

City of God, they will be OK. Indeed, 

Jeremiah was persecuted for his prophecies 

by a nation who thought they were just fine, 

thank you very much. 

Jeremiah cannot contain himself, and pours 

out this highly personal lamentation for the 

doom that is now inescapable. He is like an 

experienced soldier who has been in many 

wars, mourning on the eve of yet another 

battle, for what he will see tomorrow. 

However, this passage is much more than 

simply an ancient prophet’s poem of sorrow 

and pain. If you go home and look in your 

Bible at the verses that come immediately 

before and after these, you will see that in 

both cases, God is speaking. So it may be 

that it is not only Jeremiah who is lamenting. 

It is the job of a prophet to speak God’s 

words utters, so these come directly from the 

Holy One.Can you imagine how hard it 

would be to say such things to family and 

friends!  

It’s not unusual for us to speak of emotion 

when we refer to God. We say that God 

loved the world and for this reason sent Je-

sus to become our salvation. But mostly we 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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mean it in a kind of general, vague, almost 

theoretical way. Along the lines of “People 

love babies, so they’ll vote for baby formula 

subsidies.”  

What if we use a more literal approach? 

What if we remember that the people of Is-

rael are the people that God has created, 

chosen, watched over, forgiven, instructed, 

and rescued for centuries? From time to time 

the divine loving parent gets fed up and says 

to them, “OK, fine. Just go right ahead and 

do what you want. You won’t listen to my 

advice, so you’ll have to learn the hard 

way.” Inevitably, though, sooner or later, 

God turns around and gets involved with the 

people again. Till the next time and the next 

lesson that needs to be learned.   

But what enormous suffering God under-

goes, watching the beloved people hurt 

themselves and each other, making the 

wrong choices. How sad it must make God 

to hear the beloved people say, when they 

get into trouble, “God’s doing this to us. 

God is punishing us for this. It couldn’t pos-

sibly be our fault. So it has to be God’s 

fault.” That would be like me when I was 

little. My auntie warned me not to eat the 

green currants off the bush. When I did and 

got a stomach ache, I blamed her for plant-

ing dangerous bushes. It also makes me fear 

that we will repeat this pattern, as the conse-

quences of global warming pile up… 

God has looked upon the whole world since 

its creation, and what has there been to see? 

Cruelty, murder, theft, indifference to suffer-

ing, selfishness, greed, hunger for power, on 

an incomprehensible scale. But Scripture 

tells us that God’s heart is touched by each 

person’s struggle. How vast must be the 

weight of God’s sorrow! Vast enough to 

send righteous prophets in all ages to call 

people to their senses. And when that didn’t 

work, to send Jesus, the beloved one, who 

also shared the sorrow—we are told several 

times that Jesus wept.   

But… However vast God’s sorrow must be, 

God’s love must be even more vast to perse-

vere with us! In contrast, think of the over-

whelming joy that God experiences when 

people turn away from evil and do the right 

thing: when people choose kindness, gener-

osity, faith and caring. Last week, we heard 

that even the angels rejoice when someone 

repents. 

So, while I am still mired in Jeremiah’s ex-

pression of our loving God’s sorrow, I am 

cautiously hopeful that soon we will experi-

ence some of God’s delight. I am hoping that 

the answer to Jeremiah’s question: “Is there 

balm in Gilead?” Will be a resounding, 

“YES!”   

(Continued from page 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spiritual Practice of “Writing” Icons 
With Mo. Laura and Gaby Whittier 

ADULT FORUM 

Sunday , October 9 at 9:15 am 
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 IN OCTOBER 

Birthdays 
  3 Lauren Charboneau 

  4 Sara Klingner 

  5 Nadia Leonhardt 

  5 Ellen Roberts 

  5 Robert Schramm 

  7 Kenneth Robertson 

  9 Juan Rodriguez 

10 The Rev. Carolynn Holmes Search 

11 Pyong Lukens 

13 Richard Ding 

13 Robert Ruch 

16 Sarah Molinaro 

17 Jennifer Bradley 

17 Daniel P. Jordan 

19 Stephen Filko 

19 Stuart Hutchinson 

19 Claire Roerhersten 

20 Gwendolyn Hofmann 

24 Sandra Arden 

24 John Hofmann, Jr. 

25 Loraine Geelan 

27 Ann Tracy 

29 Marie Lisby 

29 Bonnie Lynch 

29 John Majczan 

29 Gloria Tarby 

30 Bill Hontz 

31 Dee Stewart 
 

Anniversaries 
  1 Sara Klingner & Sandy Mesics 

  6 Wendy & Peter Lega 

  6 Rebecca & TJ Seidenberger 

  7 JoAnne & Robert Hornyak 

11 Kim and Mike Mentuck 

12 Sean and Kathy Butler 

21 Brian & Vanessa Miller 

24 Detta & Kevin Barron 

26 Rachel & Daniel Jordan 

If your Birthday or Anniversary isn’t listed, please let the Parish Office know. 

St. Francis Day Celebration 

The Blessing of the Animals 
October 2, 2016  

2:00 p.m. 

in the garden 
 

All your pets are welcome in person. Or bring a picture if they do 

not enjoy travel. 

There will be treats for the animals and their people. 

Bring a donation of canned or dry food, or toys for the Animal 

Food Bank. 
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The Prayer List 

For those in the Armed 

Services 
Spc. Kevin Connors 

1LT Andrew Frey 

Erin Kloss 

Alex J. McCandless 

MACS Cristin Miller 

CPT Michael S. Tax 

CPT Rachael Tax 

A1C Jessica Troudt 
 

For those in need 
Rose Alex 

Bud Barr 

Gabriella Beirne 

Sue Becker 

Jim Bey 

Karen Blazosky 

Loretta Brobst 

Betsy Coffin 

Bp. Jack Croneberger 

Chris Dinan 

Carolyn Duranko 

Twila Evans 

Anne Frey 

Rebecca Jane Frey 

Josh Fridman 

Doodie Genthner 

Nicolina Gianguzi 

Phil Grieshaber 

Bertha Grube 

Sr. Patricia-Michael Hauze 

Nan Hillman 

Nancy Hofmann 

Claire Hornung 

Joseph Horvath 

Stu Hutchinson 

Hazel Hunt 

Anna Jesiolowski 

Connie Jones 

Sophia Krieger 

Anthony Krukowski 

Robert Lawrence 

Linda Lopez 

Alex MacMillan 

Sharon Marks 

Bp. Paul Marshall 

Jim McCandless 

Judy Merola 

Karyn Michonsky 

Gloria Miller 

Vanessa Miller 

Sue Murphy 

Stu Parlin 

Patti Pasda 

Carol Propsner 

Carole Reese 

Kristina Richards 

Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 

Robert Romeril 

Marie Saari 

Mary Saul 

Joan Sheldrake 

Barbara Subber 

Victoria Sweet 

Audrey Sykes 

Stanton Sykes 

Pat Talijan 

Ken Tarby 

Jane Teter 

Chantille Utley 

Nelson Van den Blink 

Dr. Anthony Verbalis 

Winifred Washco 

Amand 

Bekki 

Jeannette 

Sr. Elaine 

Heather 

Here are the names of Trinity people who have health problems or personal prob-
lems and who wish to be remembered in our prayers. If you or a loved one has 
health problems or other problems, and if you would like the prayerful help of Trinity 
friends, you are invited to add your name to the list. Please contact the office, 610-
867-4741. 

Trinity is a praying church. We love to pray for people...and we keep on praying for them. But 

sometimes, people get "parked" on the parish prayer list. The policy is to put people on the 

Prayers of the People list and to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you ask us to 

keep them on. They will also be put on the prayer list in the Bulletin. We keep them on the Bulle-

tin list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on. We are very happy to keep people 

on either or both lists, but please do tell us. Call the office or give a note to one of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 
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Dr. Gail Yee presents the seventh an-

nual Marold Lecture on Friday, Octo-

ber 13, 2016 at 9 AM in Prossor 

Auditorium, Moravian College. 

Lecture 1: From the Bottom Up: Pov-

erty and Inequality in Ancient Israel 

and Today 

Lecture 2: Woman as Evil in the He-

brew Bible: Exploring a Biblical 

Theme 

 

History is written from the point of view of 

the rich and powerful. These talks will read 

between the lines in an attempt to recon-

struct the lives of those hidden beneath the 

biblical stories of kings, priests, and elites 

in ancient Israel: the peasantry and women. 

Dr. Gale A. Yee is the Nancy W. King Pro-

fessor of Biblical Studies at Episcopal Di-

vinity School. Her teaching and Biblical 

interpretation are a combination of tradi-

tional historical critical methods along with 

newer approaches such as postcolonial 

criticism, ideological criticism, and cultural 

criticism 

Lecture is free. For credit, register online: 

https://secure.moravian.edu/sem/continuingEd/reg

istration.asp 

PUMPKINS 

Never looked at it like this before……… 

A woman was asked by a coworker, “What 

is it like to be a Christian?” 

The coworker replied, “It 

is like being a pumpkin. 

God picks you from the 

patch, brings you in, and 

washes all the dirt off of 

you. Then he cuts off the 

top and scoops out all the 

yucky stuff. He removes 

the seeds of doubt, hate, 

greed, etc., and then He 

carves you a new smiling 

face and puts His light 

inside of you to shine for 

all the world to see.” 

This was passed on to me from another pumpkin. 

Now, you have the chance to pass it on to others! 

Daughters of the King 

Constance and Her Companions 

Chapter 

Invite the congregation and friends to a 

Quiet Day in Advent. 

Saturday, December 10, 2016 

9:30 am to 1:30 pm 



 

7 

October 2 

The second installment of this year’s series, St. 

Augustine’s Confessions. Be prepared by read-

ing Book I: Early Years. 

—With Bruce Marold 

October 9 

Learn about the Spiritual Practice of 

‘Writing’ Icons, an art favored by the 

Eastern Orthodox churches. 

—With Gaby Whittier and Mo. Laura 

October 23 

Learn about the labyrinth, and walk the 

labyrinth in the Parish Hall that after-

noon 

—With Linda Toggert 

October 30 

Pre-Election Day forum on the Bible in 

political speeches, and the 1954 Johnson 

amendment limiting political speech by 

tax free organizations. 

—To be announced. 20
16
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October Family Ministry Schedule: 
 

October: 
1 CAYAC Fellowship  5:00-8:30 pm 
9 Sunday School  9:15-10:15 am 
9 CROP Walk (Lunch & Walk) 11:45am -4 pm  
15 Runner’s World Cheer Squad 9:00-11:00 am 
15 CAYAC Fellowship  5:00-9:00 pm 
16 Runner’s World Cheer Squad  8:00-11:00 am 

23 Sunday School  9:15-10:15 am 
 

Sunday School 

These activities are geared towards children in 1st through 7th Grade. These 

gatherings will begin with a light snack, followed by a Biblical Story Time and 

concluding with age-appropriate activities and discussions 

CAYAC Fellowship 

These activities are for youth in grades 8 through 12. These events begin with 

5pm Eucharist, followed by a parish supper, and concluding with CAYA specific 

time of activities, discussions and study.  

Family events 

These activities are for all ages. Parents are encouraged to participate in these 

events with their children. 
 

YOUTH, SAVE THE DATE! 

The Bethlehem Diocesan Fall Youth Retreat, Connect, will be held again this year 

at Kirby House in Mountain Top, PA from November 11 to 13. Registration will 

open soon at diobeth.org 
 

WELCOME BACK, ELLYN! It is with great excitement that Trinity welcomes 

back Ellyn Siftar to the staff of Trinity. Ellyn has taken on the role of care for our 

youngest parishioners. She is coordinating and leading the Sunday nursery space 

and hosting a mid-week Parent and Children group. (See next page for more infor-

mation!) 
 

ADVENT LABYRINTH...a walking meditation in preparation for coming close to 

the mystery of Christ’s incarnation, with quiet harp and recorder music. 

Dates and times TBD 

Located in the Sunday School wing on the lower level of the church. 

Family Ministries 
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AUTUMN PLAYGROUP 

9:30 until 10:30 Fridays from  

September 30th through November 18th 

Trinity Episcopal Church is now hosting a weekly parent-child playgroup, FREE 

and open to the public. This is a drop-in class which allows young children and 

their caregivers an opportunity to gather in a lovely, freshly renovated space. 

This time together focuses on play for children and conversation for parents. 

Each morning also includes a healthy snack, nature-based crafts, and closes with 

seasonal music and movement. 

Nursery Open! 
Child care now is available every Sunday 

morning at Trinity beginning at 9am 

through the end of the 10:30 service. Your 

young one, ages 6 weeks through kinder-

garten, is invited to stay and play in the 

lovely, freshly renovated nursery space un-

der the care of our qualified staff who will 

lead children in age-appropriate activities 

as well as serve nourishing snacks! 

Located on the lower level of the church 
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MUSIKFEST PARKING REPORT 
 

Despite some unfriendly weather in the 

latter part of the week, we had a very 

successful event for Muskifest parking 

this year. We made a grand total of 

$2,102.25, an increase from last year, 

with Sunday, August 7th, being the larg-

est daily intake with $311.00. The in-

come for the 12-3 shift during the week 

did increase slightly. Fifty-eight shift po-

sitions were covered by 23 volunteers, 

who parked a total of 410 cars. The fee 

of $5.00 was competitive with other 

parking spots in the area and seemed 

successful as we were full for a good 

part of the time. My special thanks to 

Jim Propst, Bruce Marold, and Peter 

Paul Sondova, who took on more than 

their share of shifts. Thanks also to the 

counters who deciphered the envelopes 

and recorded the earnings. Couldn’t do it 

without you. 

The handouts continue to be well re-

ceived and I believe they are helpful in 

reminding our patrons not only where 

they parked but hopefully will bring 

them back in years to come. We also 

posted additional signs on several local 

streets indicating the parking area so that 

people could find us easier. 

Last but certainly not least, I would like 

to thank all those car shepherds who 

gave of their time and talent to make 

sure that Trinity’s Musikfest parking 

event was a great success. I am thankful 

every day for such devoted individuals. 

See you next year! 

— Joanne Gulya 

Thank you to all who helped with 

our car shepherding fundraisers 

during Musikfest and Celtic Clas-

sic. Your support makes this pos-

sible. 
 

Mark your calendars: 

Runner's World weekend is Octo-

ber 15-16. While our routine will 

be interrupted, there are many op-

portunities to come out in support 

of the parish and community. Sat-

urday and Sunday cheering on of 

the runners, Saturday evening pot 

luck followed by viewing of some 

of our restored and rare altar 

hangings all wrapped up with a 

single service on Saturday eve-

ning. 
 

Holiday wreath sales are coming. 

What new adventure will Mo. 

Laura take this year? 
 

The next dinner and a movie is 

scheduled for November 4. Stay 

tuned for more details. 
 

—Chris Martocchio, Vestry Warden 
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Take part in the 2016 Bethlehem Crop Walk. 
 

There are a number of ways you can help tak-

ing a step towards ending hunger.  

Walk with Team Trinity Bethlehem on 

October 9th at 1pm, meet under Hill-to-

Hill Bridge. 

Raise funds and awareness over the next 

few weeks. Ask friends to contribute. 

Share the donation link on Facebook and 

other social media sites. 

Volunteer with Crop Walk. Help is 

needed with registration, photography, set 

up, and route marking. 

Donate funds to Crop Walk by sponsoring 

a walker or Team Trinity Bethlehem and 

financially contribute to fight against hun-

ger. 
 

Crop Walk now has any easy-to-use 
website where you can register and donate 

funds. www.crophungerwalk.org/

bethlehempa 
 

Of course, if you prefer, Steve Filko, Deacon 

Liz Miller and Jenny Scott are available to 

register walkers and take donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Runner's World Half & Festival Weekend is 

October 14-16, 2016. Take note of changes 

to Trinity's  schedule for the weekend and 

remember that there will be road closures 

around Bethlehem on Saturday and Sunday 

mornings. 

Saturday, 15 October: 

● 9:00 a.m. Cheer Squad for 10k race. 

(Arrive before street closure.) 

● 4:00 p.m. Ecumenical Service and Bless-

ing of the Running Shoes hosted by Trinity. 

● 5:30 p.m. Potluck in the Parish Hall. 

Bring a party dish to share! 

● 6:30 p.m. “A Close up of Trinity's Nee-

dlework Treasures”  by Fr. Cliff and Sara 

Klingner. 

  

 7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist, music, ser-

mon. MAIN WEEKEND SERVICE 

Sunday, 16 October: 

● No Sunday Service 

● 8:00 a.m. Cheer Squad for Half Mara-

thon. (Arrive before street closure.)  

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/bethlehempa
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/bethlehempa
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Wedding Crasher 
  

It was the Perseid meteor shower that made me do it, crash a wedding in NW Montana this past August. It 

was just too good a “thing” to let pass—a beautiful lodge by Flathead Lake, incredibly dark skies, a cooper-

ating moon, and a meteor shower that was predicted to be much stronger than average because Jupiter’s 

gravity had perturbed several strands of dross from previous passages of its parent comet, P109/Swift-

Tuttle, into Earth’s path. Pete, my friend with whom I was traveling, also happened to be best man, and I 

did know the groom as a teenager. So maybe it wasn’t a crash as much as an awkward landing, but it was 

fun. Pete said that he had never seen anyone “crash” a wedding so gracefully. I’ll take that as a compliment. 

My hosts were also gracious. I got plenty of free meals, plenty of free drinks, and saw plenty of fine 

Perseids on two nights of consecutive observing. Montana weather can be a little tricky. While dry and 

partly cloudy to mostly clear on the majority of summer evenings, it can also be responsible for three to four 

consecutive days of cloudy, rainy weather, and that’s what we thought we were going to experience over 

the best Perseid mornings of August 12 and 13. However, it cleared just after midnight on the 12th and did 

those Perseids fly! They were brighter during the first several hours of watching with uncorrected visual 

rates of 30 to 45 meteors per hour. The most impressive part of the shower was the way the Perseids 

bunched. This may be due to a single larger particle breaking up and its daughter particles separating very 

slowly over the intervening centuries. The result creates bursts of meteors occurring within a 10 to 30 sec-

ond interval. We witnessed several bunching episodes where five meteors singed the air in a 30 second pe-

riod, and one where I saw six Perseids in about 15 seconds. WOW, the adrenaline was really pumping! I 

saw 184 meteors on the first night and 99 on the second (August 13), my best two consecutive nights that I 

have ever experienced. 
 

Comments from Peter Detterline the best man: Nicely done, but I see you skipped the part where your loud talking 

kept the bride up on her wedding night, and then how you argued with her at 3:30 in the morning because she was 

being "annoying," and how you fought off that skunk that attacked you on the basketball court, and how even though 

you weren't invited to the wedding, guests kept coming into your room to talk with you, and how you drove your red 

Jeep behind the bride and groom as they were getting married, and how you secretly burned a hole in the groom’s 

plastic eyepiece adapter of his telescope, and how you wouldn't let the groom go to the bathroom during his bache-

lor's party. And you STILL crashed the wedding gracefully. Good times Buddy. 

In a subsequent conversation with Pete Detterline, it was suggested that I start a business and build my own website 

which would be named, weddingcrashers.com. I checked and that domain name it is still available. Hmm, and I’ve 

got a lot of business majors in my Monday/Wednesday class. Sounds like the basis for a reality TV show, doesn't it? 

Gary A. Becker – beckerg@moravian.edu  

or garyabecker@gmail.com 

Moravian College Astronomy - astronomy.org 
 

StarWatch 

I was called a most gracious wedding crasher, but how 

could I resist with Glacier Camp Lodge looking onto Flat-

head Lake surrounded by some of the darkest skies in Mon-

tana during the height of the Perseid meteor shower. It was 

just a forgone conclusion that I had to crash this wedding. 

Image by Gary A. Becker, weddingcrashers.com... 

http://weddingcrashers.com/
mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://www.astronomy.org/
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Animals’ Corner 
Somewhere a cat runs into its carrier happily, meows with excitement and 

pleasure when the carrier is placed in the car, and smiles all the way to its 

destination. 

Somewhere, but not here. No way. We have six cats on this earthly side, 

four temporarily absent across the Rainbow Bridge, but not one of them 

has ever approached the cat carrier without fear and loathing. I have read 

all the articles and tried all the dodges. Old smelly clothing in the carrier 

(and yes, outside the carrier, the cats think Mommy and Daddy’s used 

clothing is just the ticket); check. No difference. Delightful fishy treats in 

the cat carrier. Check. No difference. Leave the cat carriers out overnight, 

or for a week, filled with all the items that make cats’ whiskers twitch. 

Check. No difference. In fact, kitty valium, administered two hours be-

fore travel time, has been prescribed for one to quell one of our cats’ car-

rier fears. Not to mention for the humans after wrestling her into the car-

rier. 

The feline tribe at home might hiss with scorn to hear me say this, but in 

this instance, why can’t they be just a little more like dogs? My sister and 

her family have two bulldogs. When the front door opens, Barbie and 

Boulder dart outside  (“dart” being a relative term for bulldogs). And 

where do they go? To the car door, where they wait patiently. And if that 

particular car door isn’t opened, they waddle over to the next car door and 

wait there. Park, fun, excitement, nothing could be finer in their bulldog brains than a road 

trip.  

Perhaps one of the reasons we have so many feline companions in our house is that we share 

their attitudes. Over the years, our motto has been “short trips, long stays”. But sometimes, 

aren’t trips good for us? How do I know what good God may have in store for me on the 

journey if I don’t even start? The people of our Diocese have been called in pilgrimage, and 

our prayer calls God to guide the Diocese along the Pilgrim’s Way in the name of Jesus, who 

travels always with us.  If I know that Jesus is my companion, why wouldn’t I be excited 

about a trip?  Can Jesus be calling me to be, well, more like a dog? I can’t say I will succeed, 

but maybe I should try to become more comfortable with the idea of pilgrimage, with trust 

that Jesus is actually traveling with me. And hopefully waddle to the car door a little faster 

than the bulldogs. 

Trinity will be holding its St. Francis Day Blessing of the Animals at 2 p.m. on Sunday Octo-

ber 2. For those pets who will travel happily like bulldogs, bring them along to enjoy the trip, 

and for those who travel (not happily) like our cats, bring a photo or trinket for blessing.  

Happy travelers or not, the Animal Food Bank helps feed domestic animals of families in 

economic need.  We are always grateful for donations of food or funds; please visit our web-

site or email afblehighvalley@gmail.com to learn more. 

 A blessed St. Francis Day from the Animal Food Bank and the Cat Shack! 

—Linda Henry 

The Cat Shack 
P.O. Box 950 

Trexlertown, PA 
18087  

(610) 967-9097 

catshack@ptd.net 

 

mailto:afblehighvalley@gmail.com
mailto:catshack@ptd.net
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Mithril’s Daily Office 

Boswell here, telling tales on Mithril. You may have gath-

ered by now that our charming morning coat tuxedo is the 

Alpha Male of his clowder. I saw more evidence of this 

lately, as the two new kittens are further adapting to our little 

community. 

When they first arrived, they were like two peas in a pod, 

(top picture). But now, they are striking out on their own. 

Lucy, who is becoming my second most vocal complainer 

(next to Jelly Pot) seems not to be happy unless she is suck-

ling on my chest or lying in front of my primary monitor. 

Peggy Sue, the foremost gymnast in the family (even more 

energetic than the aforementioned Jelly Pot) has taken to be-

ing cozy with his nibs, Mr. Alpha Cat, Mithril himself. Just 

recently, I found her in a pileup with Mithril and his soul-

mate, fellow morning coat cat, Silly Mel. Lucy is just the op-

posite. At the evening plate of cookies, Lucy will give a throaty growl to ward off even the 

erstwhile Mel, who usually bullies lesser felines in the house. But, back to your faithful re-

porter, Mithril. 

See what happens when I let Boswell get to the keyboard. I 

could hardly get him to relinquish the mouse, my rightful 

minion. This month, I interviewed our new Soup Kitchen 

social services coordinator, Elizabeth Russo, better 

known to all as LizR. She took over that spot from Marcie 

Lightwood, who moved on to spend more time in her posi-

tion at Muhlenberg College. LizR serves from noon to 1 PM 

on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. She fell into the po-

sition when Dave Howell was interviewing her for the 

Allentown Morning Call and discovered that she is a certi-

fied Recovery Specialist, with lots of experience with the 

AA Twelve Step Program and with Resources for Human Development. She is a native of 

Easton, where her father coached the Lafayette Football team (Boswell, a graduate of Le-

high, lets out a low hiss). 

The big surprise of the interview was when I discovered that LizR is a successful full time 

stand-up comedian, with nationwide exposure, influenced by Geri Jewell, Rosie O’Donnell, 

and Richard Prior. Her biography can be found at http://www.thelizrusso.com/bio.html 

A small blurb from her web bio is:  Liz has featured for comedy greats as Emo Phillips, 

Colin Quinn, Gilbert Gottfried, Jim Norton, Jackie Martling, Dave Chappelle, Lisa Lampan-

elli, Rich Vos, and many more talented comedy stars. 

In her hometown region of Pennsylvania, Liz Russo was named by 8,000 voting readers of 

Lehigh Valley Style Magazine, the Best Comic of the Lehigh Valley 2016. 

http://www.thelizrusso.com/bio.html


OCTOBER 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 

5:00 pm—CAYAc (Youth 

Group) 
 

6:00 pm—Parish Supper 

(Parish Hall 

2 

2:00 pm—Blessing of 

the Animals (Garden) 

3  

2:00 pm—
Worship Commit-

tee (Library) 
 

6:00 pm—Going  

Deeper (Chapel) 

4 

9:30 am—Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Church) 
 

6:30 pm—Daughters 

of The King (Church) 

5 

6:00 pm—
Bonaventure 

Reading Group 

(Library) 

 

6 

7:00 pm—Senior 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 

7 

 

 
9:30 am—
Autumn Play-

group (Sunday 

School Wing) 

8 

 

9 

9:15 am—Sunday 
School (Sunday School 

Wing) 
 

1:00 pm—Crop Walk 

(Hill-to-Hill Bridge) 
 

1:30 pm—Benedictine 

Oblate Chapter Meeting 

(Chapel) 
 

 

10 

6:30 pm—Holy 
Eucharist and 

Vestry Meeting 

(Chapel/Library) 

 
 

11 

9:30 am—Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Church) 
 

11:30 pm—Flu Shot 

Clinic (Fellowship Hall) 

12 

6:00 pm—
Bonaventure 

Reading Group 

(Library) 
 

 

13 

7:00 pm—Senior 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 
 

 

14 

9:30 am—
Autumn Play-

group (Sunday 

School Wing) 

15 

9:00 am—Runner’s World 

Cheering  
 

4:00 pm—Runner’s World 

Ecumenical Service (Church) 
 

5:00 pm—CAYAc (Youth 

Group) 
 

5:30 pm—Parish Supper 

(Parish Hall) 
 

6:30 pm—”Trinity’s Treas-

ures” (Church) 
 

7:30 pm—Holy Eucharist 

(Church) 

16 

NO SUNDAY  

SERVICES  

TODAY 
 

8:00 am—Cheer Squad 

for Half Marathon 

17 

6:00 pm—Going  

Deeper (Chapel) 

 

18 

9:30 am—Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Church) 

19 

12:00 pm—
Newsletter 

Deadline 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure 
Reading Group 

20 

7:00 pm—Senior 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 
 

 

21 

9:30 am—
Autumn Play-

group (Sunday 

School Wing) 

22  

 

23 

9:15 am—Sunday 
School (Sunday School 

Wing) 

24 

 

25 

9:30 am—Handbell 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Church) 

26 

6:00 pm—
Bonaventure 

Reading Group 

(Library) 

27 

7:00 pm—Senior 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 

28 

9:30 am—
Autumn Play-

group (Sunday 

School Wing) 

29 

 

NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside 

groups that use our facilities.  Please check availability with the of-

fice before scheduling a meeting. 

Also see Weekly Schedule on back cover 

Diocesan Convention 
(Reading) 
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and Soul 
  

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
  

phone  610-867-4741   

(emergency 610-217-4837) 
  

web site  www.trinitybeth.org   

email info@trinitybeth.org 
  

office hours  9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments until 4  
 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Canon Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator   

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Gerard R. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Jane S. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  
 Priest Associate 

  

STAFF  
Jenny Scott, Pastoral Associate 

Aram Basmadjian, Artist in Residence 

Karen Ernst-Reiner, Treasurer    

Liz Russo, Social Services Coordinator 

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

James Propst, Sexton 

Charles Johns, Security 

Gary A. Becker, Parish Photographer 

Ministers: All baptized members. 
  

VESTRY  
Joanne Gulya 

Linda Henry 

Robert Lawrence 

Bonnie Lynch 

Ross Mangina 

Bruce Marold 

Christine Martocchio (Vestry Warden) 

Sarah Molinaro 

Jack Norman  (Rector’s Warden) 

Arthur Talbot 

Logan Vitalos 

Mari Wells 
 

How to become a member— 
You are very welcome to attend worship ser-

vices, member or not. If you would like to be-

come part of the parish, it is easy. Just give 

your name, address, phone number (and 

email address, if you have one) to a priest or 

usher, or leave it in the parish office. Part of 

being an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 

talent and treasure. We hope you will attend 

our special programs and join our other ac-

tivities. There are so many opportunities to 

become a working member – by helping 

with worship services, or serving on a commit-

tee or outreach group. 

This newsletter is available on-line at: 

http://www.trinitybeth.org 

November Newsletter Deadline 

Wednesday, October 19, 2016 

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the editor 
at gaby@trinitybeth.org, or mailed to or dropped off in the church office. All 
submissions must be identified by the author with contact information (email 
or telephone number). 

Find us on Facebook! 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 8:45 am Agape Breakfast 
 9:15 am Sunday School (2nd & 4th Sundays) 

 9:15 am Adult Forum (Parish Hall) 
 9:45 am Choir Warm-up (Choir Room) 
  10:30 am Holy Eucharist  

  11:30 am Coffee Hour 
   2:30 pm Centering Prayer (Library) 
 

 Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon  Soup Kitchen  
 4:30 pm Evening Prayer  
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Tuesdays 
 9:30 am Handbell Rehearsal (Church) 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
  

Wednesdays 
 11:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing  
 6:00 am Bonaventure Reading Group (Library)  
  

Thursdays 
 3:30 pm Crafting Our Prayers-Knitting &  

    Crochetting (The Knitter’s Edge) 
 7:00 pm Senior Choir Practice (Choir Room) 

 Saturdays 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  

 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm CAYA Youth Group (1st & 3rd Saturdays) 

 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon 


