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Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen indeed. Alleluia! 

This is the last Sunday we’ll be giving that joyful greeting until next 

year, so belt it out. Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen 

indeed! Alleluia! 

In today’s readings, we have two marvelous scenes, full of life, 

sound, activity and color. Both the story of the Tower of Babel and 

the story of the first Pentecost have been with us since we were 

children. And like stories that are told over and over, sometimes we 

tend to take them for granted or to think of them as ancient myth. 

With a little bit of study, though, they have important messages for 

us, particularly when we read them in tandem. 

What do we know about the Babel story? We are told that at one 

time, people spoke the same language using the same words. We 

don’t really know what is meant by ―the whole earth‖, but I would 

speculate that we are talking about the area known by the people 

telling the story. It could well be that this passage refers to the 

movement and experience of a single tribe or ethnic group. Because 

note that they are migrating together from the east. They decide to 

settle down and build a city with a great tower, which will be the 

focus and center of their culture. They recognize the risk of getting 

scattered randomly about.  

Based on the reported comments that God makes, the people have 

done this on their own. They seem to be under the impression that 

they have become big enough and powerful enough to make this 

city and stable civilization grow, without any consideration for 

God’s opinion and God’s part in it. So great confusion and misun-

derstandings come upon them. Presumably, the people who are able 

to understand each other band together and leave behind the people 
(Continued on page 2) 
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they no longer understand. Eventually, the 

once-unified group is fragmented. Construc-

tion on the great capital city stops, not only 

because the people can’t communicate, but 

also because there is no longer any unified 

culture or nation. God’s time is not our time, 

and the text does not tell us if this happened 

overnight or over a period of hundreds of 

years. 

Usually, this story is interpreted as human 

pride leading us in wrong directions. And it 

does fit in well with other stories from the Old 

Testament about what happens when the peo-

ple turn their backs on God. But I suspect 

there is something even more fundamental at 

work here.  

Now to the Pentecost story. This is taking 

place on the Jewish feast of Pentecost, Sha-

vuot in Hebrew. Also called the Feast of 

Weeks, it occurs 7 weeks after the second se-

der meal of Passover. The earliest Biblical ref-

erences we have to it indicate that it was an 

ancient agricultural feast, when the first pro-

duce of the year was offered to God. Later, it 

became a celebration of the giving of the To-

rah on Mt. Sinai, where God’s will was re-

vealed. And one of the traditions is to stay up 

all night reading and studying the ancient 

texts, with the intention of opening one’s mind 

and soul to God’s revelation. 

It was on this festival that people from all over 

the known world were gathered in Jerusalem. 

The disciples had also come together in one 

place—presumably to celebrate the feast with 

prayer and study. And into their midst 

swooped the Spirit of God, with a noise like a 

violent wind. Something that looked like 

tongues of fire stood over each one of them, 

and they began to speak in other languages. 

The commotion was so great, that people out-

side the house heard it and a crowd began to 

gather.  

We don’t know exactly what the followers of 

Christ were saying—but it was about God’s 

great deeds. It’s nice to imagine that they were 

proclaiming Psalm 104, which we just read. 

But in any case, those who were outside in the 

street understood them to be speaking in their 

own native tongues. And they were amazed 

and baffled. Of course, some people scoffed 

and said that the linguists were simply drunk. 

This prompted Peter to get up and explain that 

they were not drunk, but that the prophecy of 

Joel was being fulfilled here and now. The 

Spirit was indeed being poured out on men 

and women, and prophecy was the result. 

Now let’s put the stories of Babel and Pente-

cost next to each other to see what we can 

learn. In one case, there is a successful, uni-

fied people whose overweening pride leads to 

their fragmentation, downfall and dispersion 

to the ends of the earth. At Pentecost, people 

unified in faithful devotion receive the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit which will allow them to take 

the message of salvation to the ends of the 

earth. Unlike the people of Babel, they will 

remain united, even in their dispersion, 

through the action of the Spirit. 

In a commentary on the Pentecost event, 

Richard Sheffield wrote: 

The divided tongues (which rested on the 

disciples’ heads) were not ‘fire’, but might 

represent the divided tongues, or lan-

guages, of Babel. That Pentecost, each of 

the apostles, traditionally representing the 

twelve tribes of Israel, received the ability 

to speak in the tongue of another nation—

a foreshadowing of things to come. Babel, 

signifying tongues that divided people one 

from another, was undone in the speaking 

of God’s Word to everyone.* 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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I mentioned at the beginning that there is a 

temptation to become indifferent to these fa-

miliar stories from Scripture.  It’s easy to 

think of them as something far in the past.  

Even if we accept that they are true, we as-

sume they happened to people who were so 

different from us and from such a different 

age, that nothing like this could occur in our 

lives or in our church. However muchthe ex-

ternal details of our lives change, people 

themselves don’t change much over the mil-

lennia, do they? 

One theme in particular is critical in both sto-

ries. In the Babel story, people have stopped 

listening to God, and by the end no longer 

even have the ability to listen to each other. 

God must take serious steps to get their atten-

tion—we see evidence of this throughout the 

Old Testament record of the interactions of 

the people of Israel with God. In the story 

from Acts, it is on the holy day that cele-

brates God speaking from Mt. Sinai that the 

disciples gather. They have been listening to 

Jesus for three years; have listened to each 

other’s stories of encountering the Resur-

rected Christ; are now gathered yet again to 

listen to God in prayer. Receiving the gift of 

languages from the Spirit, they are able to 

speak to people in the street, and are able to 

hear them witness to God’s power in their 

own tongues. As usual, some people refuse to 

listen to God speaking, and mock the speak-

ers. Has anything changed since then? 

Jesus promised us the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

the Comforter, the Advocate. He never has 

and never will break his promise. All that is 

required of us is to open our minds and souls 

and to listen to what that same Spirit is teach-

ing us. We will be reminded of all that Christ 

has said. Our ties to each other, to God and to 

the Church will be kept strong. No matter 

where we are or what our circumstances are, 

we will remain grounded and rooted in Chris-

tian community if only we keep listening to 

what the Spirit has to say. AMEN. 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

*(Feasting on the Word,Year C, vol. 3,863-4) 

(Continued from page 2) 
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 IN JUNE 

Birthdays 
 1 Richard Ditterline 

 2 Paulo Sergio 

 3 Melvin Bachman 

 3 Andrew Majczan 

 4 Laura Howell 

 4 Mary Jane Kovalchick 

 5 Sarah Fegan 

 5 Andrew Lynn 

 6 D J Douvanis 

 7 John Bachman 

 7 Derek Freeh 

 7 Brian Givey 

 7 Jay Lane 

 9 Michael Givey 

10 Gary Becker 

10 Sue Mangina 

12 Griffen Lee Walker 

13 Chloe Lynn Stewart 

14 Sandra Utley 

17 Robert Baser 

18 Michelle Fodor 

18 Kevin Gee 

18 Madelyn Roy 

20 Wyatt Lesko 

21 Jan Illick 

22 Pablo Nieves 

23 Diane Nicrone 

23 Michael Tax, Sr. 

24 Jay Charboneau 

27 Amanda Molinaro 

28 Clifford Carr 

28 Jonathan Fink 

29 Wes Smith 

30 Jason Kerr 

 

Anniversaries 
 2 Laura Johnson & Paul Salerni 

 3 Cathy & Roger Walter 

 6 Virginia and Bill Hontz 

 9 Ann & Chris Connors 

 9 Louise Pogany and Art Talbot 

11 Stephanie & Gerald Stover 

19 Susan & Richard Ditterline 

19 Gene and Carolynn Search 

20 Robert Baser & Mary Jane Kovalchick 

20 Matthew Dietz & Lori Frack 

21 Andrew Lynn & Rachel Beauvais Matus 

21 Gloria & Ken Tarby 

21 Marcie Lightwood & Rick Weaver 

25 Susan & Gary Becker 

27 Karen & Bryan Miller 

29 Olivia & Vincent Garcia 

If your Birthday or Anniversary isn’t listed,  

please let the Parish Office know. 
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The Prayer List 

For those in the Armed 

Services 
Spc. Kevin Connors 

1LT Andrew Frey 

Erin Kloss 

Alex J. McCandless 

MACS Cristin Miller 

CPT Rachael Breinling Tax 

A1C Jessica Troudt 
 

For those in need 
Randall Alderman 

Rose Alex 

Bud Barr 

Gabriella Beirne 

Jeanne Bey 

Karen Blazosky 

Loretta Brobst 

Sara Beth Brockley 

Zachary Brozoski 

Christine Buckles 

Fr. Graham Clifft 

Betsy Coffin 

Bp. Jack Croneberger 

Kim Cruz 

Lillian DeLeo 

Sr. Francis Joannes Devlin 

Carolyn Duranko 

Twila Evans 

Jean Franz 

Josh Fridman 

Bridgette Fronheiser 

Doodie Genthner 

Charles Gianguzi, Jr. 

Nicolina Gianguzi 

Phil Grieshaber 

Bertha Grube 

Larry  Grube 

Sr. Patricia-Michael Hauze 

Nancy Hofmann 

Claire Hornung 

Joseph Horvath 

Stu Hutchinson 

Hazel Hunt 

Anna Jesiolowski 

Connie Jones 

Madelyn Kerchner 

Sophia Krieger 

Anthony Krukowski 

Peter Lega 

Alex MacMillan 

Sharon Marks 

Bp. Paul Marshall 

Jim McCandless 

Judy Merola 

Gloria Miller 

Stu Parlin 

Patti Pasda 

Ceil Pensock 

Joseph Pensock 

Will Perkowsky 

Carol Propsner 

Kristina Richards 

Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 

Robert Romeril 

Robert Romeril, Jr. 

Marie Saari 

Mary Saul 

Joan Sheldrake 

Dylan Spriggs 

Victoria Sweet 

Audrey Sykes 

Stanton Sykes 

Pat Talijan 

Ken Tarby 

Jane Teter 

Chantille Utley 

Nelson Van den Blink 

Dr. Anthony Verbalis 

Winifred Washco 

Bekki 

Carol 

Deb 

Sr. Elaine 

Jeannette 

Jim  

Heather 

Here are the names of Trinity people who have health problems or personal prob-
lems and who wish to be remembered in our prayers. If you or a loved one has 
health problems or other problems, and if you would like the prayerful help of Trinity 
friends, you are invited to add your name to the list. Please contact the office, 610-
867-4741. 

Trinity is a praying church. We love to pray for people...and we keep on praying for them. But 

sometimes, people get "parked" on the parish prayer list. The policy is to put people on the 

Prayers of the People list and to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you ask us to 

keep them on. They will also be put on the prayer list in the Bulletin. We keep them on the Bulle-

tin list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on. We are very happy to keep people 

on either or both lists, but please do tell us. Call the office or give a note to one of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 



 

6 

Hostility or Hospitality? 

The Going Deeper group recently finished reading a book entitled ―Radical Hospital-

ity: Benedict's Way of Love‖, by Lonni Collins Pratt and Father Dan Homan. The book 

offers many valuable insights as to what radical hospitality--the kind of hospitality 

practiced by Jesus--truly is, and how to cultivate such hospitality in our own lives. In 

the introduction to the book, the authors state, ―it is our nature to seek out persons who 

are like us for mutual support and affirmation. And it is typical of religious groups to 

reach out to persons who have something to bring to their congregation, a contribution 

to make. …......But radical hospitality calls us to search for the lost ones, those who 

have nothing to give us, but who, instead, need something from us. They may or may 

not be aware of what they have to give in return.‖ (―Radical Hospitality‖, p. xi) 

Thinking about radical hospitality prompted me to look up the origin of the word 

―hospitality‖. Wikipedia explains that this word comes from the Latin word ―hospes‖, 

which means "host", "guest", or "stranger". From it, the word ―hospitality‖ is derived. 

The word ―hospes‖ comes from ―hostis‖, which means "stranger" or "enemy‖, and is 

the root of the word ―hostile‖. How interesting, I thought, to note that ―hospitable‖ and 

―hostile‖ ultimately derive from the same root word and yet have such different mean-

ings. 

Our current public rhetoric and dialogue often comes from the framework of hostility 

rather than that of hospitality. By hostility, I do not mean to imply physical violence, 

but rather an antagonistic and unfriendly stance towards those who are ―other‖ than we 

are, no matter what that ―other-ness‖ might be. This hostility means we are suspicious 

of those who are not like us. Such suspicion leads us to turn away from, rather than to 

look for, ―those who have nothing to give us‖, to use the quote I mentioned above. We 

too often close ourselves off to such individuals or groups, rather than being available 

to them, reaching out to them, or giving them a chance to share their own gifts with us 

or with our community. The ―other‖ is too often seen as someone who might harm us 

in some way, and that only leads to closed-mindedness and fear. 

How, then, can we keep ourselves in the mindset of hospitality, from which we can see 

those who are different from ourselves as guests, rather than falling into the mindset of 

hostility, where those who are not like us are perceived as our enemies? Openness is 

needed on our part, and this requires us to trust that each person—no matter how dif-

ferent from us they may be-- is a child of God with inherent dignity, worth, and gifts. 

This is certainly not always easy. As the book ―Radical Hospitality‖ emphasizes, open-

ness involves listening, which means listening to what God is telling us in the midst of 

each encounter as well as listening to the other person. It requires us to be mindful, at-

tentive, and to give our fears over to God, so that we can truly hear God's invitation to 

welcome the other, rather than our own inner ―noise‖. 

Being mindful of the inherent worth of each person, and truly listening to each person, 

also requires us to practice humility. Paul's letter to the Philippians describes the es-
(Continued on page 7) 
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sence of humility in chapter 2:5-7: ―In 

your relationships with one another, have 

the same mindset as Christ Jesus: who, 

being in very nature God, did not con-

sider equality with God something to be 

used to his own advantage; rather, he 

made himself nothing by taking the very 

nature of a servant...‖. In order to reach 

out to individuals who were on the mar-

gins of society—the Samaritan woman, 

tax collectors, ―sinners‖—Jesus truly had 

to see their inherent worth and, beyond 

that, make himself a servant to these 

people who were rejected by others. He 

took time with them, listened to them, 

and validated their worth as children of 

God. Jesus is our model for true hospital-

ity. 

When we meet those who are different 

than we are, those we may be tempted to 

fear or mistrust, are we going to respond 

with hostility or with hospitality? If we 

cultivate attentiveness to God and deep 

listening, we can practice hospitality to-

wards everyone we interact with each 

day. We can be available to others, get to 

know who they really are, and validate 

their true worth as children made in 

God's image. As the authors of ―Radical 

Hospitality‖ state, hospitality ―is the 

stance of the heart that is abandoned to 

love.‖ (p. 245) It is a blessing to both the 

one who gives and the one who receives. 

May God grant us the desire to practice 

―radical hospitality, and help us to wel-

come each person with an open, hospita-

ble, and loving heart. 

--Stephanie Stover 

(Continued from page 6) 

Volunteer needed 

We are in need of a very special vol-

unteer to help us – specifically the 

acolytes – look our best when serving 

at the altar. Yes, that means we are 

looking for a Keeper of the Wardrobe! 

The position is not terribly time con-

suming but is so important to the 

smooth functioning of the late service. 

Job duties include the following: 

 Fitting new acolytes with albs and 

cinctures 

 Helping growing acolytes find an 

appropriate new alb 

 Inspecting albs at least quarterly to 

insure that they are in good repair 

and not in need of Velcro, ties, but-

tons or snaps and making repairs as 

needed 

Want more information? Please call 

Sara (610-882-9943) or email: 

Verger@trinitybeth.org. 

Thank you! 

Sara Klingner 
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Family Ministries 

Christophany 2016 

In April, the diocese of Bethlehem held their annual spring youth retreat at Bear 

Creek Camp. The theme of the weekend was: ―I am‖. It was a successful weekend. 

Bishop Sean was able to be in attendance for a portion of the weekend and made 

special connections with the youth. Three of Trinity's youth were in attendance. 

 

I am Connected GaGaBall with The Bishop I am Challenged 

I am Challenged 

I am Praying with my Senses I  am Talented 
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CAYA Pilgrimage to Ringing Rocks Park 

On May 22nd, Andrew McIntosh and Jenny Scott took Trinity's youth to Ringing 

Rocks (RR). RR is a small park in Bucks county near the Delaware river. Shortly 

after hitting the trail we found a boulder field similar to those at Hawk Mountain. 

What's unique about RR though is that if you hit certain rocks with a hammer (or 

another rock) they will actually ring! It sounds just like a large bell. 

I had never been to RR before and I was a bit suspect. 

When we arrived at the boulder field, I could see how 

the sides of rocks had been worn down over years of 

being hit in anticipation of a ring. The first 3 or 4 rocks 

I hit, I heard nothing other than the normal rock-hitting

-rock sound and my suspicion grew. But I kept jour-

neying towards the center of the field and I came 

across this flat rock. Unlike the surrounding rocks, it 

was not red but gray because it had been hit so many 

times. I hit this rock and sure enough, it rung loud and 

clear as if a large church bell. I was now a believer. I 

began jumping from boulder to boulder, looking for 

those special rocks that ring. 

After we played in the boulder field for a while, we 

carried on to the stream and a small waterfall. From 

there we trail-blazed our way up the stream to the 

main waterfall. This portion of the hike was certainly the most adventurous. There 

was no marked trail to follow and some tricky terrain to traverse. We knew that as 

long as we stayed near the stream we would not get lost and eventually would find 

our destination. At times we had to step with caution as to not follow down a crev-

ice or slip into the stream. We took turns leading and consulted with each other on 

what was the best way to conquer the next portion of the climb. Together we made 

(Continued on page 10) 
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DIOCESAN YOUTH  

MISSION TRIP 
June 25 – July 2, 2016 

 

The diocese is doing a joint middle 

school & high school mission trip this 

year. All youth who have completed 

grade 6 or older are invited to join in 

on this exciting week. 
 

Location: 

Grace House on the Mountain 

5100 Pewter Drive 

St. Paul, VA 24283 
 

Cost: $300 (scholarships available) 
 

For more information and registration 

go to  
https://www.diobeth.org/ministries/youth/ 

 

The group will be going back to the 

same place they went last summer so 

if you want to hear about some of the 

experiences, ask Logan or Phillip. 
 

If you are interested but have more 

questions, please feel free to send 

them my way and I'll get you the an-

swer! 
Blessings, Jenny Scott 

it to the top, enjoyed the view of the 

waterfalls and then took the main trail 

back to the parking lot where we had 

lunch and then returned to Bethlehem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This pilgrimage was certainly a fun 

adventure and also a beautiful re-

minder of my own life journey in two 

ways: 1) How often do I have a cyni-

cal attitude? What are things that I 

doubt? Am I willing to act, even in the 

midst of that doubt? Doubt makes me 

say, ―Surely rocks can't ring!‖ Perse-

verance and faith in the midst of ques-

tions allows me to discover new 

beauty. 2) Future as a rough sketch not 

a detailed map. I seldom (if ever) am 

given a detailed topographic map to 

my future. Yet as long as I make sure 

that the proverbial stream (God) is al-

ways on my side, then I can never get 

completely lost and I will eventually 

make my destination and find a breath

-taking waterfall. 

—Jenny Scott 

(Continued from page 9) 

https://www.diobeth.org/ministries/youth/
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Lucky Punk 

―I know what you’re thinking. Did he fire six shots or only five? Well, to tell you the 

truth in all this excitement, I’ve kind of lost track myself. But being this is a .44 Mag-

num, the most powerful handgun in the world and would blow your head CLEAN off, 

you've got to ask yourself one question. Do I feel lucky? Well, do ya, punk?‖ You can 

hear Clint Eastwood’s voice and see his arm stretched out, barrel forward, confronting 

the robber, the villain’s shotgun within arm’s reach. In the 1971 Dirty Harry feature, 

Eastwood’s gun was actually empty, but the crook didn’t know it and backed down. I 

didn’t have a gun pointed at my head, but it surely felt that way with 12 successive 

days of drizzly, English weather, no practice, and one of nature’s rarest events about to 

unfold, a transit of Mercury on May 9. Transits of Mercury and Venus occur when the 

orbital planes of these inferior planets cross Earth’s orbit exactly at the moment when 

we are figuratively looking down the barrel of a gun, with the planet and the sun in 

our sights. There are 11 Mercury transits left for this century and none for Venus until 

December 2117, and that happens on the other side of the world while it is nighttime 

here. Still, even English weather needs a break now and then. Late on the afternoon of 

Saturday the 7th, the sky brightened, and Sunday turned out to be a glorious Santa Fe-

type day, breezy with a saturated turquoise sky and lots of hope for the transit. I was 

able to cut the grass, set up the telescope, snap the images that I needed to get the cor-

rect exposure, and practice the techniques that I wanted to use to capture the event. 

Taking portraits of Sol in bright sunlight is difficult because the filtered solar image is 

dim, creating difficulties with obtaining a precise focus. When the sun cleared my 

backyard trees on Monday morning, there was tiny Mercury. The fun for me lasted un-

til just after noon when the clouds rolled in again, shutting down the event. Yeah, this 

―punk‖ really got lucky! A photo is online at astronomy.org. 

Gary A. Becker – beckerg@moravian.edu  

or garyabecker@gmail.com 

Moravian College Astronomy - astronomy.org 

StarWatch 

Although the 7-hour transit of Mercury was visible in its entirety across much 

of the nation, backyard trees and then clouds allowed for only three hours of 

continuous photography. Intervals were spaced at approximately 15 minutes. 

The next Mercury transit visible to the East Coast occurs on November 11, 

2019. After that date, the continental US doesn’t get the opportunity of view-

ing Mercury in transit across the sun’s disk until May 7, 2049. 

—Gary A. Becker composite photography… 

http://astronomy.org/
mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://www.astronomy.org/
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Animals’ Corner 

Did you know that both the ―B team‖ and the ―L team‖ are bunking at Gaby 

Whittier’s house in the month of May? A new enforcement squad for Episco-

pal church administrators? No, these teams consist of no less than nine gor-

geous kittens brought in from two mommy cats living outside, one litter of 

four given names starting with ―B‖ and one litter of five given names starting 

with ―L‖. The L team, fortunately and unusually, have all received adoption 

applications within two weeks, including one who will be heading to a loving 

home with a Trinity parishioner. As of this writing, how-

ever, the B team, a quartet of stunning tabbies named after 

saints -- rambunctious boy cat Basil, and his sisters Bar-

bara, Bernadette and Bridget -- are all looking for their fur-

ever homes. Look at that face! All four of the B team are 

essentially identical! Surely you are doing work of the 

saints if you share the B team’s photos and information and 

help them find a home with the love they deserve. 

But although kittens are cute, kittens are cuddly, and kittens are adorable, the 

sad fact is that homes for all kittens can be difficult to find. And homes for the 

mommy and daddy cats, sometimes almost impossible. To help address this 

problem, and help make sure that all cats have a chance at loving homes, we 

need another set of initials: ―TNR‖. 

Trap-Neuter-Return, or ―TNR‖ for short, is the humane approach to controlling 

the outdoor cat overpopulation. Where cats live in ―colonies‖ outdoors, Good Samaritans will hu-

manely trap the cats, take them to a clinic where they will be neutered, and, if the cats cannot be 

socialized to humans, will return them to their colony. After neutering, these cats will no longer 

fight, or most importantly, reproduce. Removing a colony altogether does not work, as other free 

roaming cats will simply move in to replace the colony that was relocated. TNR works. 

These colony cats, left outside to fend for themselves, are among the ―least of these‖ which we 

human Christians are called to help. And by helping them with the TNR process, we help reduce 

their numbers and their cycle of outdoor living. If you see a free- roaming cat, if you see a cat that 

you think is pregnant, or even a mommy cat caring for kittens outside, please contact either The 

Cat Shack (610-967-9097 or catshack@ptd.net) or Gaby directly for a humane trap and/or instruc-

tions on how to trap, and what to do once a cat is in the trap. As much as Cat Shack fosterers like 

Gaby love caring for their kittens, they would also love to see the supply end. And by practicing 

Trap-Neuter-Release, we show our Christian love for both the outdoor cats and the adorable kit-

tens that we may bring inside. 

If you have time, not only should you visit Gaby’s fosters on Cat Shack adoption days (most Sat-

urdays at PetSmart in Whitehall, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm), but on June 4, please stop by the Lehigh 

Valley Business Group ―Pet and Nature Fest‖ at Wesley Church on Center Street, where donations 

will be collected for the Animal Food Bank. Best wishes for a peaceful Pentecost for you, and all 

the cats, kittens, dogs, puppies and other pets you love and animals you care for, from the Cat 

Shack and the Animal Food Bank. 

—Linda Henry 

The Cat Shack 
P.O. Box 950 

Trexlertown, PA 
18087  

(610) 967-9097 

catshack@ptd.net 

 

mailto:catshack@ptd.net


 

13 



 

14 

 

Mithril’s Daily Office 

MORGAN’S GUEST COLUMN FOR JUNE 

Well, you have not heard from me since 

Mithril took over my column, so I am sure you 

are wondering who I support for president. I 

have to admit, I am not sure. I was leaning to-

ward Donald Trump, since he has orange hair 

just like mine. But if it turns out that it is from 

an actual cat, I would have to go with Hillary 

Clinton. 

I also like the Sanders’ campaign slogan. Dur-

ing the summer, I always lie on the rug where 

the sun is shining to ―feel the bern.‖  

I do not think there should be a contested con-

vention. Everyone should get their own food dish. I believe anyone should 

be able to use any bathroom, as long as the litter is kept clean. I believe in 

free trade, since tuna is cheaper that way. And all dogs should be behind a 

fence, and make them pay for it. 

But seriously. Elections are important and require us to do our research. I am 

currently researching the candidates’ alleged ties to the illegal catnip trade. 

I’ll be voting for the one who promises all cats the highest-quality supply. 

After I receive a sample for quality control, of course. 

Is it true that Mithril has a Facebook page with a thousand likes? He must 

have a good manager. All I have is Dave. Which reminds me that he will be 

in charge of the house while Mother Laura is away, which means Party 

Time! Frankie will be able to attack Dave’s socks, while Dave’s feet are still 

in them. I will have the whole bed to myself after pushing Dave onto the 

floor. And Merlin can try to open the bedroom door as much as he wants.  

Right now the sermons are covering the Holy Trinity. I cannot add anything, 

since Merlin, Frankie, and I are an unholy one. Maybe Mother Laura can 

find some theological excuse for our existence. If not, I will talk with you 

the next time Mithril takes a vacation. 
--Morgan the Monster Cat 



JUNE 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

1 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure Read-

ing Group (Library) 

 

2 
 

 

3 

 

4 
 

11:00 am—

Ordination of Dale 
Grandfield (Trinity, 

Easton) 

5 
 

10:30 am—Memorial Service 

for Sally Dover (St. Anne’s, Trex-

lertown) 
 

6 

 

7 
 

6:30 pm—Daughters of 

the King (Sanctuary) 

8 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure Read-

ing Group (Library) 

9 
 

 

10 
 

 

11 
 

 

12 
 

1:30 am—Benedictine Oblate 

Chapter Meeting (Chapel) 
 

 

13 
 

7:00 pm—Holy Eucha-

rist /Vestry Meeting 

(Chapel/Library) 

14 
 

 

15 
 

12:00 pm—

Newsletter Dead-

line 
 

2:00 pm—Pet 
Interment 

(Memorial Garden) 
 

6:00 pm—
Bonaventure Read-

ing Group (Library) 
 

7:05 pm  - Iron 

Pigs Faith Night 

16 
 

 

17 
 

3:30 pm—

Northeast 
Ministries 
Street Fair 
(Marvine Vil-

lage) 

 

18 
 

9:00 am—No Kill 

Lehigh Valley Yoga 
Fundraiser 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 

12:00 pm—Vestry 

Information Meet-

ing (Parish Hall) 

19 
 

 

 

20 
 

6:00 pm—Going  

Deeper (Chapel) 

21 
 

 

 

22 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure Read-

ing Group (Library) 
 

23 
 

 

24 

 

25  

 

26 
 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

  

NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside 

groups that use our facilities.  Please check availability with the of-

fice before scheduling a meeting. 

Also see Weekly Schedule on back cover 

Youth Mission Trip (Grace Mountain House, VA)  through July 2 
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and Soul 
  

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
  

phone  610-867-4741   

(emergency 610-217-4837) 
  

web site  www.trinitybeth.org   

email info@trinitybeth.org 
  

office hours  9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments until 4  
 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Canon Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator   

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Gerard R. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Jane S. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  
 Priest Associate 

  

STAFF  
Jenny Scott, Pastoral Associate 

Aram Basmadjian, Artist in Residence 

Karen Ernst-Reiner, Treasurer    

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

James Propst, Sexton 

Charles Johns, Security 

Gary A. Becker, Parish Photographer 

Ministers: All baptized members. 
  

VESTRY  
Joanne Gulya 

Linda Henry 

Robert Lawrence 

Bonnie Lynch 

Ross Mangina 

Bruce Marold 

Christine Martocchio (Vestry Warden) 

Sarah Molinaro 

Jack Norman  (Rector’s Warden) 

Arthur Talbot 

Logan Vitalos 

Mari Wells 
 

How to become a member— 
You are very welcome to attend worship ser-

vices, member or not. If you would like to be-

come part of the parish, it is easy. Just give 

your name, address, phone number (and 

email address, if you have one) to a priest or 

usher, or leave it in the parish office. Part of 

being an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 

talent and treasure. We hope you will attend 

our special programs and join our other ac-

tivities. There are so many opportunities to 

become a working member – by helping 

with worship services, or serving on a commit-

tee or outreach group. 

This newsletter is available on-line at: 

http://www.trinitybeth.org 

July/August Newsletter Deadline 

Wednesday, June 15, 2016 

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the editor 
at gaby@trinitybeth.org, or mailed to or dropped off in the church office. All 
submissions must be identified by the author with contact information (email 
or telephone number). 

Find us on Facebook! 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 8:45 am Agape Breakfast 

 8:45 am Choir Warm-up (Choir Room) 
  9:30 am Holy Eucharist  
  10:30 am Coffee Hour 
   2:30 pm Centering Prayer (Library) 
  

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon  Soup Kitchen  
 4:30 pm Evening Prayer  
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Tuesdays 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
  

Wednesdays 
 11:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing  
  

Thursdays 
 3:30 pm Crafting Our Prayers-Knitting &  

    Crochetting (The Knitter’s Edge) 

 Saturdays 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon 


