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Who is this,  

that even the demons obey him? 
 

—Mo. Laura’s Homily for June 19, 2016 

1 Kings 19:1-15a 

Psalm 43 

Galatians 3:23-29 

Luke 8:26-39 

In the name of God, Father, Son (+) and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Today’s Gospel reading describes one 

of the more unsettling events of Jesus’ 

ministry.  

It’s a macabre scene. Just before this, 

Jesus had triumphed over the storm on 

the Sea of Galilee. The disciples had 

responded with wonder, ―Who is this 

that even wind and sea obey him?‖ 

Now, Jesus’ boat comes to shore in a 

part of the country that is primarily a 

Gentile area. He steps out near a ceme-

tery. And Luke says that a man pos-

sessed by demons comes out of the 

tombs to meet him.   

Reminds me of an old horror movie I 

once saw: a spooky boat is moving 

slowly across a misty lake, with haunt-

ing music in the background—the 

theme from Swan Lake, I think. When 

you hear that kind of music, your pulse 

rate increases, because you know 

something startling will soon happen. 

The boat lands quietly at a shadowy 

and mysterious shore, and the people 

climb out. SUDDENLY a naked, 

bloody madman erupts from an ivy-

covered mausoleum, shrieking and 

howling, raving and raging, like a 

werewolf. He leaps at the startled peo-

ple who have just disembarked and… 

And now let’s switch the scene back to 

the Gospel.  

Jesus, seeing this nightmare appear be-

fore him, recognizes that the poor man 

is possessed. He says something like, 

―Come out of the man, you unclean 

spirit!‖ In response, the man flings 

himself violently down on the ground 

in front of Jesus—or maybe the demon 

throws him down—and they hear the 

demons screaming with his mouth: 

―What have you to do with me, Jesus, 

Son of the Most High God?‖ The de-

mons recognize Jesus. Jesus wants to 

be clear who he’s dealing with, so he 

asks calmly: ―What is your name?‖ 

The answer: ―My name is Legion,‖ be-

cause there were many of them. (That’s 

not a proper name, mind you, just a de-

scription.) And I have to wonder if the 

people standing there got a chuckle, 

since they were living with the detested 

Roman legions.   

This is the scene that the Gospel sets 

for us. And in case we still don’t get it, 

Luke describes the bad shape the man 

is in: not only is he suffering terribly, 

he is living among the dead and howl-

ing in the fields and mountains like a 

wild beast. And he is very dangerous, 

with super strength that he breaks the 

handcuffs and chains they use to re-

strain him.   

Like he did in the middle of the storm, 

Jesus stands there quietly, focused and 

collected. He doesn’t seem to be star-

tled or afraid. He has a rational conver-

sation with the demons who don’t want 

to leave the area. He agrees to send 

them into a herd of pigs, which imme-

diately run amok down a steep bank 

and drown.   

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The demons are not very smart, are 

they? They are hoping to maintain a 

foothold on earth, and are willing to 

settle for living in animals for a while. 

Presumably until they can find another 

human host. You will recall that for the 

Jews, pigs are one of the most unclean 

animals. Apparently, these demons are 

so vile, that even the pigs can’t stand 

their presence, and are driven to sui-

cide by leaping into the water. The im-

plication is that in losing their human 

and animal hosts, the demons will ei-

ther die or go back to hell where they 

belong. But at any rate, they won’t 

trouble that area any more. Do they 

imagine that perhaps the Jewish Jesus 

will not care what happens to the un-

clean, Gentile pigs? Is that why they 

asked to possess the pigs? 

By Jewish tradition, the demoniac was 

also unclean inside and out—he had 

evil inside of him, and he was living 

among the tombs, which to Jews were 

unclean. In ridding the man of his de-

mons, Jesus allowed him to become 

clean: restored him to his right mind 

and sent him back to live with his fam-

ily and friends. And in destroying the 

demons, Jesus cleansed the entire 

neighborhood, because proximity to 

uncleanness contaminates everything. I 

suspect that to a Jewish audience, the 

destruction of pigs would particularly 

underscore the cleansing theme.   

Let me also acknowledge that a mod-

ern interpretation of this story would 

be that the man was schizophrenic or 

had multiple personality disorder, 

rather than being possessed. Today, Je-

sus might treat him with medication 

and healing therapy, rather than exor-

cism. But we need to understand the 

Gospel on its own terms. And in any 

case, the point remains the same: Jesus 

can control the forces of chaos--

whether they are forces of nature, like 

a storm, or forces of evil. 

But there is one thing that Jesus cannot 

control: human will. What happened as 

soon as the man was healed and the de-

mon-possessed pigs were destroyed? 

People heard about it and came to 

gawk. This was a spectacle—the mon-

ster that had terrorized the countryside 

was tamed and turned back into a hu-

man being. When they saw with their 

own eyes that it was true—not just ru-

mor—they were afraid. Like the disci-

ples who wondered who Jesus 

REALLY was, since he was able to 

control wind and waves, these 

neighbors must have wondered: ―Who 

is this, that even the demons obey 

him?‖ 

The locals were Gentiles, maybe they 

didn’t know anything about the Mes-

siah. Maybe they thought Jesus was a 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 
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powerful magician. Clearly, whoever he 

was, he was dangerous to their way of 

life. So they begged him to go away. 

Note the crescendo in the text—wonder 

after wonder—building up the sus-

pense—what is Jesus going to do next? 

The answer is…..nothing at all. He’s 

simply going to go. He will just travel 

on to the next place. Amazing that 

someone of such power would be so 

meek! Then he was interrupted once 

more as the man who was healed 

started begging to go with him.   

What’s going on here? I doubt that the 

villagers are simply worried about los-

ing more of their livestock if Jesus stays 

around. The interaction between them 

and Jesus speaks volumes.   

Jesus’ presence changed the neighbor-

hood—cleansed it. There isn’t room for 

both the unclean and diabolical. This 

kind of change is sometimes frightening 

to contemplate. The people fear the un-

known and they fear this powerful per-

son. The villagers just want Jesus to go 

away, so everything can return to the 

way it always was. We see the same 

sort of behavior every day—we fear 

someone who is different, whom we 

don’t understand. And our response of-

ten is similar to those ancient people’s: 

imprison what we fear, kill it, or drive it 

away. I’m sure I don’t need to say Or-

lando or Westboro Baptist Church or 

Oklahoma City to you. 

But that’s not what Jesus is about. His 

presence is about changing the value of 

things. The healed man’s priorities sud-

denly shift: he is not afraid. He wants to 

be with Jesus.   

This is our challenge: how much do 

WE want to be with Jesus? He will heal 

us. He will keep us safe and centered 

even while we go through the storms of 

life. He will drive evil away. He will 

provide food and guidance for us as he 

did for Elijah in the wilderness. But 

then things will change. We can’t have 

it both ways. We can’t keep everything 

the way it always was and still be close 

to the source of power and creation. 

Creation itself is constantly growing 

and changing. 

The power absolutely lies in us to chase 

Jesus away. Like the villagers in today’s 

Gospel, if we ask him to leave, he will. 

And he will leave us to our own de-

vices. That’s the TRULY scary thought!   

But if we ask to go with him, he will 

tell us what we need to do to further the 

reign of Christ. Some of us may be 

called to great deeds—like becoming 

missionaries or changing the world on a 

big scale. But most of us will receive 

the same orders the healed demoniac 

did: ―Go home to your friends…. Go 

home and tell them how much God has 

done for you, and what mercy you have 

received.‖ Amen. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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   Music at Trinity    
It has been a full year since accepting the position of choir director (in ad-

dition to playing the organ). The time has passed quickly and summer is 

now in full swing. For me personally, this past year as Trinity’s music di-

rector has been a challenging, yet rewarding, experience. Of course, I 

could not do it without the support of the Trinity Senior Choir. I am 

thankful for the dedication of our choir members who work so hard and 

give up so much of their time to make the worship experience at Trinity 

more meaningful for all of us. 
—Aram Basmadjian, Director of Music 

MUSICIANS OF 

TRINITY 

SUMMER  

CONCERT 
 

Sunday, July 31, 2016 
3:00 PM 

 

Come enjoy performances by 

Trinity’s own world-class musi-

cians! 

 Christa Warda (soprano) 

 Lauren Curnow Madigan 
(mezzo soprano) 

 Mark Shoemaker (baritone) 

along with Aram Basmadjian 

(organ/piano) will perform an eclec-

tic program featuring music from 

Bach to Broadway. 

Choir Rehearsals Begin 
Thursday evening, September 8th, at 7 

P.M., the Senior Choir will hold their 

first choir rehearsal for the new year. A 

new year always brings new excitement 

and we all look forward to the chal-

lenges that new music brings. Anyone 

interested in joining the choir is most 

welcome.  Please contact any choir 

member, Aram Basmadjian, or Mother 

Laura for more information.  

 
The Trinity Bells handbell choir will 

have their first rehearsal on Tuesday 

morning, September 13th, at 9:30 A.M. 

If you are curious about joining and 

want to give a try at ringing, don’t be 

shy. It is a lot of fun and the members of 

this choir are most forgiving and a lot of 

fun. Please contact George Kondash or 

Aram Basmadjian for more information. 



 

7 

The Presiding Bishop's  

World Refugee Day Message 

 

"In 1938 The Episcopal Church published this 

poster with the depiction of Mary, Joseph, and the 

infant Jesus, and it read, 'In the name of these refu-

gees,' referring to Mary, Joseph and Jesus, 'Aid all 

refugees.' The United Nations is now asking the 

peoples of the Earth, of all religious stripes and 

types, to once again come to the aid of those who 

are refugees." - The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, 2016 

 

Each year on June 20, the international community comes together to 

celebrate the resilience, courage, and contributions of refugees around 

the world. On this World Refugee Day, share the Presiding Bishop's 

message with your elected officials. 

Today, there is a global refugee crisis of staggering proportions with 

over 60 million refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced peo-

ple around the world. Of that number, nearly 20 million are refugees, 

and less than 1% of those refugees will ever be resettled. The U.S. refu-

gee resettlement program is a life-saving alternative, providing peace 

and safety to refugees who have had to leave their homes due to vio-

lence and persecution. 

The Episcopal Church, through Episcopal Migration Ministries, resettles 

more than 5,000 refugees from countries such as Burma, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, and Syria each year. Episcopal Migration Ministries 

works with over 30 affiliates and Episcopal dioceses and congregations 

across the country to provide essential support as refugees build new 

lives here in the U.S. Once in the U.S., refugees become valuable mem-

bers of our communities as entrepreneurs, students, friends, and much 

more. It is critical that Episcopalians speak out in support of the U.S.'s 

historic commitment to refugee resettlement. 
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Dear Trinity Family, 

The Romeril Clan thank you all for 

praying for our son Bobby as he 

contemplated and then had exten-

sive surgery for his heart. The re-

covery is slow, but steady. He said 

"We truly felt God's hand on us 

through this whole process, and we 

thank you for partnering with us. 

Prayer is powerful!" 

—Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane + 

Thank You 

The party for the Anniversary of 

my Ordination was indeed a sur-

prise! It warms my heart just think-

ing about it. It hardly seems possi-

ble, but 35 years have indeed 

flown by in the twinkling of an 

eye! It is my joy to serve at this al-

tar and in this parish as a member 

of Trinity. Thank you so much for 

your good wishes. I thank God for 

each of you and the opportunities 

we have to serve the Holy One in 

this place. 

Faithfully, 

Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane + 

 

Help support our  

Youth Mission Trip! 

The Vestry and our youth have 

come together to raise funds for 

the Youth Mission Trip.  We have 

planned two car washes this sum-

mer. The first is Saturday, July 9th 

from 1:00-4:00. The second is 

scheduled for August 20th, the 

same time period. The cost is 

$8.00. It includes a wash from top 

to tires and vacuuming too. Please 

come support our youth and get 

your mode of transportation a spar-

kling shine to boot! And if you feel 

the need to cool off on a warm 

summer day, we could also use 

some volunteers to assist making 

all those cars and trucks bright and 

shiny. Event subject to weather. 
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For those in the 

Armed Services 
Spc. Kevin Connors 

1LT Andrew Frey 

Erin Kloss 

Alex J. McCandless 

MACS Cristin Miller 

A1C Jessica Troudt 
 

For those in need 
Randall Alderman 

Rose Alex 

Bud Barr 

Gabriella Beirne 

Karen Blazosky 

Loretta Brobst 

Christine Buckles 

Betsy Coffin 

Bp. Jack Croneberger 

Sr. Francis Joannes Devlin 

Carolyn Duranko 

Twila Evans 

Jean Franz 

Josh Fridman 

Doodie Genthner 

Charles Gianguzi, Jr. 

Nicolina Gianguzi 

Phil Grieshaber 

Cliff Griswold 

Fay Grove 

Bertha Grube 

Larry  Grube 

Sr. Patricia-Michael Hauze 

Nancy Hofmann 

Claire Hornung 

Joseph Horvath 

Stu Hutchinson 

Hazel Hunt 

Anna Jesiolowski 

Connie Jones 

Madelyn Kerchner 

Sophia Krieger 

Anthony Krukowski 

Peter Lega 

Alex MacMillan 

Sharon Marks 

Bp. Paul Marshall 

Jim McCandless 

Judy Merola 

Gloria Miller 

Mallory Miller 

Fr. Ron Miller 

Stu Parlin 

Patti Pasda 

Will Perkowsky 

Carol Propsner 

Kristina Richards 

Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 

Robert Romeril 

Marie Saari 

Mary Saul 

Joan Sheldrake 

Dylan Spriggs 

John Srack 

Victoria Sweet 

Audrey Sykes 

Stanton Sykes 

Pat Talijan 

Ken Tarby 

Jane Teter 

Ruben Tinajero 

Chantille Utley 

Nelson Van den Blink 

Dr. Anthony Verbalis 

Winifred Washco 

Bekki 

Deb 

Sr. Elaine 

Jeannette 

Jim  

Heather 

Here are the names of Trinity people who have health problems or 
personal problems and who wish to be remembered in our prayers. If 
you or a loved one has health problems or other problems, and if you 
would like the prayerful help of Trinity friends, you are invited to add 
your name to the list. Please contact the office, 610-867-4741. 

The Prayer List 

Trinity is a praying church. We love to pray for people...and we keep on praying for them. But 

sometimes, people get "parked" on the parish prayer list. The policy is to put people on the 

Prayers of the People list and to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you ask us to 

keep them on. They will also be put on the prayer list in the Bulletin. We keep them on the Bulle-

tin list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on. We are very happy to keep people 

on either or both lists, but please do tell us. Call the office or give a note to one of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 
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 IN JULY AND AUGUST 
July Birthdays 
 1 Scott A. Edwards 

 1 Sally McIntosh 

 1 Isabelle Saint-Vil 

 3 Julie Ann Gallagher 

 3 John Kerr 

 4 Lorise Chow 

 4 Domenic Salerni 

 5 Douglas Kresge 

 5 Margie Segaline 

 6 Andrew Schmoyer 

 8 Benji Carnes 

11 Aniela Roman 

12 Christine Charboneau 

12 Nancy Krauss 

12 Andrew McIntosh 

14 Kathy Fox 

14 Linda Henry 

15 Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 

15 Alan Gentry 

15 Ken Tarby 

16 Stephen Murphey 

16 Lucas Vitalos 

18 Rick Weaver 

19 Vincent Garcia 

20 Jonah Arancibia 

20 Aleksander Roman 

22 Detta Barron 

22 Dawn Winterburn 

23 Casimir Porembo 

24 Rachel Jordan 

25 Susan Becker 

27 Roger Walter 

28 Loraine Johnson 

28 Robert Mickus 

29 Pamela Vail 

30 Lynn Malok 

31 Meri Dickey 

31 Cade Frack 

31 Sheri Majczan 

31 Gabriele Whittier 
 

July Anniversaries 
 1 Joan and Robert Schramm 

 3 Anne and Dean Frey 

 4 Sue and Ross Mangina 

12 Jill & Gerald Long 

12 Ellyn Siftar & Andrew 

McIntosh 

17 Carole Gorney & Michael 

Bryant 

17 Sara Phillips & Nelson King 

18 Roleen & Andrew 

Schmoyer 

26 Claire & Stephen Filko 

27 Nicole & Michael Givey 

29 Kathy & Norman Johnson 

29 Ann & Joseph Szmania 

31 Natasha & Jesse Lewis 

 

August Birthdays 
 1 Steve Jones 

 2 Olivia Frey 

 2 Wendy Lega 

 2 Alexander Robertson 

 4 Geoffrey Baser 

 5 Miranda Bradley 

 5 Loretta Brobst 

 5 Jaime Giron 

 6 John Marks 

 7 Wesley West III 

 8 Edith Colon-Lopez 

 8 Eleanor Vatouios 

 9 Christine Martocchio 

10 Evelyn Kondash 

12 Anne Fodor 

13 Tom Bradley 

13 Terry Miller 

14 Louis Fodor 

16 Marcie Lightwood 

17 Philip McIntosh 

18 James Dickey 

18 Doris Schofield 

19 Peter Lega 

23 Lillian Lewis 

24 Jack Vickrey 

25 Michael Bryant 

26 Ellery Coke 

26 Emily Frey 

26 Kathy Johnson 

26 LaurieAnn Yeisley-Drogin 

27 Candy Barr Heimbach 

28 Elizabeth Collier 

29 Francis Frey 

29 Susannah Wolfe 

30 Danyelle Dumpel 

30 Devyn Dumpel 

30 Karen Vitalos 
 

August Anniversaries 
 3 Laura & David Howell 

 5 June and Richard Ding 

 7 Amy & Rick Bucher 

 9 Lisa & Scott Edwards 

11 Kathleen Knaack & Tibar 

Baukal 

12 Karen Ernst & Bruce Reiner 

13 Pamela & Kenneth Vail 

20 Candy & Mark Heimbach 

20 Carol & Jack Vickrey 

25 Phyllis & Dennis Douvanis 

25 Jean & Charles Evrerett 

If your Birthday or Anniversary isn’t listed, please let the Parish Office know. 
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Living in the Matrix 

  

Isaac Asimov’s short story, The Last Question, poses the query whether 
entropy, the wearing down of a system, in this case the universe, could be 
reversed. The story begins in 2061, but spans trillions of years as humanity 
expands into the cosmos, eventually populating it in its entirety. During the 
seven segments of the story, an “automatic computer” continues to reinvent 
itself assuming more responsibility for the regions of space into which hu-
mankind has advanced. With each reinvention, the computer grows smaller 
and more powerful until in the end, it becomes the consciousness of the 
universe, joining as one the minds of all humanity stretched across the 
vastness of space and time. During each segment in the narrative the com-
puter is asked, “Can entropy be reversed?” After trillions of years of analy-
sis, the computer finalizes an answer which is both shocking and yet be-
nign in every aspect. Read The Last Question at  

http://www.physics.princeton. edu/ph115/LQ.pdf  
to find out. Related to Asimov’s story is the query of whether our universe 
is, in reality, a computer simulation. It was the topic of the 17th Annual 
Isaac Asimov Panel Debate (Google this) held on April 5 at the American 
Museum of Natural History in NYC. The group included three theoretical 
physicists, a cosmologist, a philosopher, and host, Neil deGrasse Tyson. 
During the discussions, members described the successes that we have 
achieved in our attempts to model quarks, the building blocks of mat-
ter/energy in the universe, and cosmic rays. If the universe is completely 
quantifiable, then with a computer large enough, we should be able to 
simulate it. Like computer programs, glitches occur; and the universe is no 
stranger to these. It defied the laws of nature just after its creation, allowing 
for the formation of hydrogen and helium that eventually evolved into sen-
tient beings as well as its brief expansion faster than the speed of light. 
However, in the end the panel, except for Tyson, felt strongly about the 
premise that the matrix was not for us.   

 © Gary A. Becker – beckerg@moravian.edu or garyabecker@gmail.com 

Moravian College Astronomy - astronomy.org 

StarWatch 

http://www.physics.princeton/
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Parenting in the Pew: Guiding your children into the joy of wor-

ship 

by Robbie Fox CastlemanInterVarsity Press, revised edition, 2013 

Summary: Parenting in the Pew addresses the place of children in 

the worship service supported by both theory and practical advice. 

Castleman’s argument is that children and youth belong in the 

church’s worship service and that parents and the larger commu-

nity play an important role in facilitating both a welcoming and a 

learning environment for children. In return the children are more 

likely to remain active participants in the congregation as they 

grow into youth and adulthood and that even as children, they will 

richly bless the congregation.  

——————————————————————————————— 

Review by Jenny Scott 
 

Robbie Fox Castleman is a pastor’s wife who raised two boys. She knows first hand the chal-

lenges and the great joys of raising children in the church.  In her book, Parenting in the 

Pew: Guiding your children into the joy of worship, Castleman shares her discoveries of 

guiding her children in learning how to participate in worship services. Her thoughtful book 

reflects on a variety of issues such as why it is important to have children in worship, how the 

whole church can benefit from their presence, and practically how to help children engage in 

different aspects of the service.  

Castleman’s book is an excellent read, whether you are a young parent yourself or you attend 

a church where there are families with children. There is something in here for everyone in 

any congregation. As part of the background to her argument, Castleman reminds her readers 

of why we do corporate worship. She argues for a stance of worship that moves away from a 

consumerism -- what does the worshiper gain from worship, to worship as an act of service 

which is first and foremost for God. She writes, ―Worship is good for God. Worship concerns 

itself with God’s pleasure, his benefit, his good.  Worship is the exercise of our souls in bless-

ing God.‖ Castleman then argues that if the purpose of worship is to glorify God, then God 

most certainly values the contributions of children as much as adults.  

Throughout the book, Castleman points to many benefits of intentionally training children to 

participate in worship. Early on in the book Castleman admits that, ―learning to pay attention 

to my children has helped me to pay attention to my heavenly Father in worship.‖ She also 

argues that by engaging with children, who are engaging in worship, ―they remind us all what 

it means to marvel at God’s grace like those who first received it.‖ Children are able to teach 

parents and the entire congregation when we become aware of how they are participating in 

worship and how they are impacted by what they are experiencing. Children not only learn 

but they teach.  

Castleman also argues that by training children in how to participate in worship, children will 

discover a faith that is more likely going to stick as they become adults. Statistics show that a 
(Continued on page 13) 
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large number of children who are raised in church will not remain in church as they become 

adults. Castleman argues that this is partially because children are not guided in how to be a 

part of the the larger congregation, especially if they only participate in programs like Sunday 

School. Castleman suggests that intergenerational engagement and guidance in how to partici-

pate in worship with the rest of the congregation will help children journey into an adulthood 

that includes church participation.  

Throughout the book, Castleman offers many practical suggestions for parenting in the pew. 

She advocates for techniques that allow children to learn how to worship by practicing worship 

in the pews. She speaks against the use of tools that simply help a child pass the time quietly 

but looks for ways to help the child engage in worship and reflect on their own growing faith.  

Castleman suggests that training children in how to worship must begin before arriving at 

church each week. There are a variety of ways to help children prepare for worship the night 

before, everything from making sure clothing is set out and tithing envelopes are filled to ad-

dressing behaviors that are appropriate in worship. Throughout the week, questions like ―Who 

should we be praying for?‖ and ―What behaviors should we confess and seek forgiveness for?‖ 

can be asked and reflected on.  

During worship, Castleman argues that it is best to limit behaviors and activities that distract 

the child. Instead it is good to quietly ask the child questions and point to things that will help 

the child focus on what is happening in worship. A question like, ―How do you think Jesus 

looked or sounded when he said this?‖ can help draw a child’s attention back into the scripture 

reading or sermon. Simple things like avoiding bathroom breaks during the service and sitting 

―close to the action‖ can help a child focus and engage in the service.  

Castleman then argues that training for the week does not end upon leaving the church. She en-

courages families to reflect together on what they experienced in worship. Families can discuss 

the meaning of the sermon together over lunch or talk on the drive home about the baptism that 

just occurred and then the significances of their own baptisms. Bringing together what was 

heard and how it impacts each person’s faith journey affirms the behavior of engaging in the 

service but also allows the family to learn from one another.  

Many times throughout the book Castleman acknowledges that parenting in the pew is not 

easy. She personally struggled with being over concerned with what others thought of her fam-

ily during worship. She goes on to share, ―But if our hearts are fixed on being with our chil-

dren before the Lord and not before the congregation, we will begin to experience great relief 

and freedom.‖ 

I have read this book twice now and am struck by how aware I have become of the great inten-

tionality it takes to parent in the pew.  Castleman reminds me that while it is a challenge, there 

are profound reasons to do so and great blessings that the whole church can receive from it. I 

recognize that none of these changes can happen overnight but it requires both a shift in the 

perspectives of adults and children, and much practice and patience from all as new behaviors 

are explored. During my time so far at Trinity, I have already seen us living into this idea in 

many ways and this book simply inspires me to continue moving in that direction.  

(Continued from page 12) 
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Musikfest and Celtic Classic Parking 

Before you know it, August (and 

Musikfest) will be upon us. Time 

again to look for volunteers to assist 

in parking cars and collecting funds 

during this busy festival. As most of 

you know, this is a big fund raiser for 

Trinity and an important part of our 

yearly budget. We have approxi-

mately 30 3-hour time slots to fill 

with 2 people per slot. I'm not asking 

for a monetary donation, just 3 hours 

of your time. If everyone took just 

one shift, we would have enough vol-

unteers. If you would like to volun-

teer but don't have a "parking buddy", 

just let me know and I will find 

someone to partner with you. It's a 

great opportunity to catch up with old 

Trinity friends and make new ones! 

The dates are August 5-14th. Please 

check your calendar and block out 

some time to help Trinity continue to help those who pass through our doors. 

 

We will also park cars for the Celtic 

Classic, September 23-25. If you 

aren't able to make a commitment dur-

ing Musikfest, this would be a won-

derful opportunity to help out. 

The sign-up sheet for Musikfest is on 

the bulletin board. The Celtic Classic 

sign-up sheet will appear the begin-

ning of September. 

Thank you in advance for donating 

some of your time and talent to Trin-

ity. --Joanne Gulya 
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Suzu’s Daily Office  
 

Mithril has asked me to write his column for this edition 

of the Newsletter, while he continues his Sabbatical…

and, while I’m happy to do so, I will welcome him back 

with open arms in September. 

I am Suzu, the surviving sister of your columnist for 

many years, Arthur. I’d like to start by telling you of the 

micro-society in which I live. First of all, there is our 

Commander-in-Chief, Gaby (who most of you know 

fairly well). In addition, we have a usually well-regulated 

armed militia, Oliver and Winston (2 large, but overly-

friendly, dogs.), and my brothers, Simon and Martyn, and 

me, all beautiful, well-loved and cared for cats. We cats 

are also armed, demanding our ―rights‖ because there are 

many forces of evil out there that for some strange rea-

son, do not like cats. We only use our arms when abso-

lutely necessary to defend ourselves (which hardly ever 

happens), but accidents do happen and occasionally 

someone will get a scratch or a nip. And, if for some un-

fathomable reason our source of food (from our Com-

mander-in-Chief) would run out, we might be forced to 

scrounge for it ourselves, and need our arms. 

We all manage to happily live together as long as we fol-

low the rules and regulations laid down by our Com-

mander-in-Chief, who lovingly enforces those rules for 

our own safety. But there is one big problem in our soci-

ety. Our Commander-in-Chief has decided to try and save 

abandoned, orphaned or feral kittens, in order to help them 

(Continued on page 16) 

Suzu 

Simon 

Winston and Oliver 

(our  Miltia) 

Martyn 

Some of our current refugee kittens (There are 12 of us at the moment.) 
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live nice lives like we do. This involves bringing them into our home! Can you 

imagine that? Who knows what these unknown strangers will do to us? They 

might well just use their arms to harm us! After all, you know what feral cats 

are like! No matter how much we object, there is absolutely no reasoning with 

Gaby on this matter. 

I guess that I should mention here that I am an Aristo-cat (a Siamese, born and 

bred in another micro-society, much like ours, in close proximity to where we 

now live). Simon came in as a feral kitten, from a colony of other ferals, and 

Martyn is also an Aristo-cat (a Himilayan) who was kicked out and abandoned 

on the streets with his papers attached to him by a previous, un-caring owner; 

however, they both seem to have forgotten their humble beginnings, and are in 

complete agreement with my views in this matter. 

We understand that Gaby will be going away on her annual Pilgrimage (an Ico-

nography week retreat in early July), and is making arrangements for all of us 

to be cared for while she is away. But, we have our own plans. We will finally 

be able to put a stop to the influx of the dangerous undesirables in our midst. 

We plan to build a wall while she is away. The dogs are in on it too. We know 

that Gaby will simply take the wall down when she comes back, but we are 

planning to somehow find someone who understands our concerns and put that 

person in her place…hee, hee, hee. We know that person will also protect our 

interests….not because he or she will love us any more than Gaby does, but be-

cause that person will share our very real concerns. 

Now…on to find the ―right‖ person! 

But we have another problem. Being good EpiscoCats, we are also duty bound 

to listen to the leaders of the church, like the Presiding Bishop, who has Opin-

ions about refugees (although he hasn’t made any statements yet about those 

r a v e n i n g  f e r a l  c a t s ) :  h t t p : / / v i e w. s 6 . e x a c t t a r g e t . c o m / ?

qs=af583f4335a5a1afcfccdc39325c0451db713e69617cebda29c5f80648f5de72

641429686402e9c73fb0b05548e4e14d2737ab18fb6a72801dd3d7d2afc53d5f. 

(Also see page 7, in this Newsletter.) 

Our own Bishop Sean Rowe, other Bishops, and even our former Rector, now 

Bishop Nick Knisely have Opinions about our rights to be armed: http://

bishopsagainstgunviolence.org/our-bishops3/. We may have to call a caterwaul 

to discuss these things once we’re out from under the thumb of Gaby. 

(Continued from page 15) 

http://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=af583f4335a5a1afcfccdc39325c0451db713e69617cebda29c5f80648f5de72641429686402e9c73fb0b05548e4e14d2737ab18fb6a72801dd3d7d2afc53d5f
http://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=af583f4335a5a1afcfccdc39325c0451db713e69617cebda29c5f80648f5de72641429686402e9c73fb0b05548e4e14d2737ab18fb6a72801dd3d7d2afc53d5f
http://view.s6.exacttarget.com/?qs=af583f4335a5a1afcfccdc39325c0451db713e69617cebda29c5f80648f5de72641429686402e9c73fb0b05548e4e14d2737ab18fb6a72801dd3d7d2afc53d5f
http://bishopsagainstgunviolence.org/our-bishops3/
http://bishopsagainstgunviolence.org/our-bishops3/
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Animals’ Corner  
 

The buildings at the end of the backyards on my street are called ―garages‖, but 

rarely utilized for that purpose. With our West Bethlehem twins built in the 

1930s, and garages built not long after, few are capacious enough for today’s 

cars. Our ―garage‖ serves as a very large gardening center and shed; indeed, the 

hollyhocks, echinacea and mulleins planted between door and street have ren-

dered its original purpose moot. Very moot. 

We never thought, however, that the garage would turn us into landlords. Nev-

ertheless landlords we became, thanks to this year’s grackle invasion. At first 

we thought that our feeders had simply attracted several of shiny black birds, 

waddling like ducks and cawing like crows. Then we noticed the sounds com-

ing from the garage roof. Constant thrumming and flapping. And the grackles, 

taking seeds into their mouths, flying under the garage eaves, and disappearing. 

We buy almost as much wild birdseed as cat food. We’re happy to accommo-

date wildlife, and the birds that provide our cats with so much amusement, 

but… grackles? Why did God send us a grackle family? Why not beautiful car-

dinals, dainty wrens, or the goldfinches that mob the finch sock? 

It’s unfair that God has not sent me what I think I should have. All that hard 

work, all the efforts we take to make our home hospitable to wildlife, heck, we 

even let them nest in the garage. With all those accommodations, I pray for 

pretty birds, and He sends ugly grackles. 

Of course, the parable is obvious, but as old 

as I am, I need to relearn it every year. I may not have wanted 

grackles, but grackles I got, so maybe I should look at them more 

closely. Grackles, ugly? How did I ever think that? In the sunshine 

those black feathers aren’t black at all. They shimmer blue, purple, 

even iridescent green. And they strut down the walk, flicking their 

tail, full of spirit, proud of how good they look. And praying for the 

grace to appreciate the beauty I can see right in front of me. 

God has also sent eleven adorable tabbies to ―Tabby Towers‖; that is, Gaby’s luxury hotel for foster 

kittens. No one could dispute how sweet these little ones are. You can find their information at  

www.thecatshack.rescuegroups.org and look for the ―T‖ or ―B‖ names. Can you, or someone you 

know, give these cuties their fur-ever home? (Also see Suzu’s Daily Office in this Newsletter for 

some of their pictures!) 

The Animal Food Bank is praying, not for grackles, (although some of our feline clients might ap-

preciate a meal on the wing), but for food. A major manufacturer has stopped all donations to res-

cues, regardless of the rescues’ need or responsibilities, and that donor was responsible for half of 

the food distributed by the Animal Food Bank. Please join us in that prayer, and if you have any do-

nations of food, money, or knowledge of potential food donors, please contact us at 

<afblehighvalley@gmail.com> 

A joyful, and beautiful summer to you from The Cat Shack, the Animal Food Bank, and of course, 

those good-looking grackles! 
—by Linda Henry 

The Cat Shack 

P.O. Box 950 
Trexlertown, PA 18087  

(610) 967-9097 

catshack@ptd.net 

 

http://www.thecatshack.rescuegroups.org
mailto:afblehighvalley@gmail.com
mailto:catshack@ptd.net
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NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside groups that use 

our facilities.  Please check availability with the office before scheduling a meeting. 

Also see Weekly Schedule on back cover 

JULY 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

1 

 

2 
 

 

3 
 

 

 

4 

INDEPENDENCE 

DAY 

5 
 

6:30 pm—Daughters 

of the King (Sanctuary) 

6 
 

 

7 
 

 

8 
 

 

9 
 

1-4 pm—Car 

Wash (Parking Lot 

10 
 

1:30 pm—Benedictine Oblate 

Chapter Meeting (Chapel) 
 

 

11 
 

 

12 
 

 

13 
 

 

14 
 

 

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17 
 

 

 

18 
 

2:00 pm—Worship 

Committee Meeting 

(Library) 
 

6:00 pm—Going  

Deeper (Chapel) 

19 
 

 

20 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure 
Reading Group 

(Library) 
 

21 
 

 

22 

 

23 
 

12:00 pm—

Vestry Information 
Meeting (Parish 

Hall) 

24 
 

 

25 
 

 

26 

 

27 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure 
Reading Group 

(Library) 
 

28 

 

29 

 

30 

 

31 
 

3:00 pm—Musicians of Trinity 

Summer Concert (Church) 
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NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside groups that use 

our facilities.  Please check availability with the office before scheduling a meeting. 

Also see Weekly Schedule on back cover 

AUGUST 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 
1 2 

 

6:30 pm—Daughters 

of the King (Sanctuary) 
 

 

3 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure 
Reading Group 

(Library) 

 

4 
 

 

5 

 

6 
 

 

7 
 

 

 

8 

 

9 
 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm—
Bonaventure 

Reading Group 

(Library) 

 

11 
 

 

12 
 

 

 

 

13 
 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1:30 am—Benedictine Oblate 

Chapter Meeting (Chapel) 
 

 

15 
 

6:00 pm—Going  

Deeper (Chapel) 
 

7:00 pm—Holy Eucha-
rist /Vestry Meeting 

(Chapel/Library) 

16 
 

 

17 
 

12:00 pm—

Newsletter Dead-

line 
 

6:00 pm—
Bonaventure 

Reading Group 

(Library) 

 

18 
 

 

19 
 

 

20 
 

1-4 pm—Car 

Wash (Parking Lot 

21 
 

 

 

22 
 

2:00 pm—Worship 

Committee Meeting 

(Library) 
 

 

23 
 

 

 

24 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure 
Reading Group 

(Library) 
 

25 
 

 

26 

 

27 
 

 

28 
 

 

29 
 

 

30 

 

31 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure 
Reading Group 

(Library) 

   

Musikfest Parking 

Musikfest Parking 

Diocesan DOK Re-

treat (St. Francis Re-

newal Center, Easton  

Musikfest Parking 

Diocesan DOK Re-

treat (St. Francis Re-

newal Center, Easton  
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and Soul 

  

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
  

phone  610-867-4741   

(emergency 610-217-4837) 
  

web site  www.trinitybeth.org   

email info@trinitybeth.org 
  

office hours  9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments until 4  
 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Canon Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator   

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Gerard R. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Jane S. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  
 Priest Associate 

  

STAFF  
Jenny Scott, Pastoral Associate 

Aram Basmadjian, Artist in Residence 

Karen Ernst-Reiner, Treasurer    

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

James Propst, Sexton 

Charles Johns, Security 

Gary A. Becker, Parish Photographer 

Ministers: All baptized members. 
  

VESTRY  

Joanne Gulya 

Linda Henry 

Robert Lawrence 

Bonnie Lynch 

Ross Mangina 

Bruce Marold 

Christine Martocchio (Vestry Warden) 

Sarah Molinaro 

Jack Norman  (Rector’s Warden) 

Arthur Talbot 

Logan Vitalos 

Mari Wells 
 

How to become a member— 

You are very welcome to attend worship services, 

member or not. If you would like to become part 

of the parish, it is easy. Just give your name, ad-

dress, phone number (and email address, if you 

have one) to a priest or usher, or leave it in the 

parish office. Part of being an Episcopalian is giv-

ing of your time, talent and treasure. We hope 

you will attend our special programs and join our 

other activities. There are so many opportunities 

to become a working member – by helping with 

worship services, or serving on a committee or 

outreach group. 

This newsletter is available on-line at: 

http://www.trinitybeth.org 

September Newsletter Deadline 

Wednesday, August 17, 2016 

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to 
the editor at gaby@trinitybeth.org, or mailed to or dropped off in 
the church office. All submissions must be identified by the author 
with contact information (email or telephone number). 

Find us on Facebook! 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 8:45 am Agape Breakfast 
 8:45 am Choir Warm-up (Choir Room) 
  9:30 am Holy Eucharist  
  10:30 am Coffee Hour 
   2:30 pm Centering Prayer (Library) 
  

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon  Soup Kitchen  

 4:30 pm Evening Prayer  
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Tuesdays 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
  

Wednesdays 
 11:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing  
  

Thursdays 
 3:30 pm Crafting Our Prayers-Knitting &  

    Crochetting (The Knitter’s  
       Edge) 

 Saturdays 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  

 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon 


