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“Convince Me: Faith and Doubt” 

—Mo. Laura’s sermon for April 3, 2016  

Acts 5:27-32 

Revelation 1:4-8 

John 20:19-31 

Psalm 118:14-29 
 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  The Lord is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

I’ve borrowed an Easter joke from Deacon Liz. It’s an old one but 

it still cracks me up. Two chocolate bunnies are looking at each 

other. One has his tail bitten off. The other has his ears bitten off. 

The tailless bunny says: ―My tail hurts.‖ The earless one re-

sponds, ―Hunh?‖ 

The story of Thomas’ meeting Jesus for the first time after the 

Resurrection is a beloved one. And the fact that it appears in all 

the different lectionaries for the first Sunday after Easter shows 

that the whole church thinks it is very important. Last Sunday, we 

heard the story of Mary Magdalene. She has been waiting by the 

tomb crying, and when she looks in, she sees two angels. As she 

weeps in the garden, someone speaks to her, and she thinks it's 

the gardener. She begs him to tell her where the body of Jesus has 

been hidden. He calls her name, "Mary". And she recognizes his 

voice as the voice of her beloved Lord. After a brief conversation 

with him, she runs to the disciples and tells them that she has seen 

the Lord. They, of course, don't believe her, or the report of the 

other women who have said that he is resurrected. 

It's quite a contrast, isn't it! The instant and fervent response of 

Mary Magdalene, as opposed to the questioning attitude of the 

apostle Thomas. Like the rest of the disciples, Thomas doesn't be-

lieve the stories that Jesus now lives. He has gained the title 

"Doubting Thomas", because he said, "unless I see the scars in his 

hands, and can put my hand into the spear wound at his side, I 

will not believe." 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Trinity Church Newsletter 
Trinity Episcopal Church 

44 East Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA  18018 



 

2 

It's very tempting to celebrate Mary's faith, 

and to look down on Thomas's doubts. 

Sometimes we have the fantasy that had we 

lived at that time, we, too, would have im-

mediately recognized Jesus. And we like to 

imagine that we would never have had the 

gall to respond with the sort of crass re-

mark Thomas made. As a matter of fact, it 

is not an either/or question of faith. There 

is a continuum of faith, that runs from 

Mary's great belief to Thomas's great 

doubt. The truth is, that at one time or an-

other, most of us respond either like Mary 

did. Or like Thomas did. Some of us usu-

ally respond like Mary, or usually respond 

like Thomas, but it is rare for us always to 

be at one end or the other. 

I suspect that most of us have had moments 

of deep and complete faith. It is part of the 

reason why we are all here on the first Sun-

day following Easter. We have had enough 

experience with belief to get us through the 

times of doubts. However, these stories 

make us ask ourselves: can I say truthfully 

that I have never questioned God? Can I 

say that there has never been a time in my 

life when I wondered if God was listening 

to me?   

I'm particularly fond of Thomas, because 

my theological approach is to value doubt. 

As far as I'm concerned, doubt is not the 

opposite of faith, unless it leads us to aban-

don faith. I think that doubt is something 

that drives us, compels us, to go deeper 

into faith. If we were indifferent to our 

faith, we wouldn't expend the time or intel-

lectual energy to doubt. Doubting implies 

an involvement and an interest in our belief 

system. 

There's a really apt quotation by Sir Fran-

cis Bacon, the 17th century philosopher and 

scientist. He wrote, “If a man will begin in 

certainties he shall end in doubts; but if he 

will be content to begin in doubts he shall 

end in certainties." When we are abso-

lutely positively sure of something, as we 

live with it and become acquainted with it, 

we often develop doubts. And when we 

start with questions, as we study our topic, 

we begin to understand more about it, to 

become more clear about it, and to feel 

more grounded and rooted in surety.   

Unfortunately, absolute certainty, absolute 

conviction, can sometimes lead to fanati-

cism. Absolute certainty finds questioning 

intolerable: if I am certain that I know the 

truth about God, then there is nothing for 

us to discuss—I am right and if you dis-

agree with me, you are wrong. Absolute 

certainty can be an obstacle to all kinds of 

progress—if I am certain that the laws of 

the Koran, as interpreted by fundamentalist 

systems, are divinely ordained, then your 

ideas of democracy are wrong—and even 

heretical. If I am certain that the Bible is 

always literally true, then it’s OK for there 

to be slavery. 

Absolute certainty makes scientific investi-

gation difficult, because academic and sci-

entific inquiry begins with uncertainty and 

seeks to investigate the unknown. With ab-

solute certainty, there is no unknown. If I 

am convinced that the sun and planets of 

the solar system orbit around the earth, I 

will not be able to investigate the possibil-

ity that the sun is the center. Remember 

what happened to Galileo when he chal-

lenged the church’s absolute certainty. 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Cambridge University professor of paleon-

tology and biology Simon Conway Morris 

says, “Too often faith and certainty are 

equated. But it may not be that faith itself 

was meant to be like that…Some people 

congratulate themselves on their faith, and 

think, „Gosh, I‟ve made it.‟ I‟m not sure 

that‟s true. It may be much more open-

ended than that. We don‟t understand God. 

God may be far more of an adventure than 

we expect.” 

The faith of Mary Magdalene gave her the 

energy and enthusiasm to run to the disci-

ples with what surely must have sounded 

like a crazy story. The questioning of Tho-

mas left an opening where he could have a 

personal interaction with the Risen Christ. 

We as believers will be well served by 

leaving our spiritual doors open to both ex-

periences. 

Obviously, the faith of Mary is the more 

comfortable experience. Ambivalence is 

difficult for many of us. But I don't think 

it's our nature to be able to stay in a place 

of perfect and absolute faith for very long. 

I believe that God has given us doubt as a 

tool for the development of faith. When we 

read and study scripture, and ask questions 

about meaning, or about God's intentions 

in our lives, our assumption is that God 

wants to give us answers—or at least, to 

present possibilities. Can you imagine a 

conversation in which there are no ques-

tions? I don't think such a conversation 

would get very far. Can you imagine a rela-

tionship where questions were off-limits? 

A relationship like that could not develop 

very deeply.   

Look again at the Gospel passage. ―Unless 

I see the marks, I will not believe.‖ Tho-

mas is responding to the reports that the 

other disciples have seen Christ. Nothing 

in Thomas's words says he disbelieves in 

Christ. He is doubting the reported experi-

ence of the other disciples. Sometimes we 

ask questions -- or even argue -- because 

we want to be convinced. Perhaps Thomas 

was hoping that the other disciples and wit-

nesses to Christ's resurrection would be 

able to give him some evidence. I hear him 

pleading: ―Show me the marks, so I can 

believe.‖ 

Clearly, Thomas loved Jesus. So he must 

have hoped desperately that the reports 

were true. When he heard the other disci-

ples say, "We have seen the Lord!" His 

spirit must have leaped within him with a 

great upsurge of joy. But then his mind 

said to him, "Thomas, what are you think-

ing? People don't come back from the 

dead." When Jesus gives him the evidence 

he seeks, his response is as immediate and 

complete as Mary's is: he cries out, "My 

Lord and my God!"   

Both of these stories encourage me greatly 

in my life of faith. I can imagine Jesus 

speaking to me. In those times when I am 

experiencing total faith, I can imagine him 

calling me by name and saying to me as he 

did to Mary, "Don't cling to me." I think he 

means don't cling to a demand for cer-

tainty. "Go to my brothers and sisters and 

share with them your faith." And when I 

am experiencing doubt, I can hear Jesus 

say to me as he did to Thomas, "Remember 

the times that you have seen the truth. And 

so you have believed. Don't doubt me 

now."  Amen. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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 IN MAY 
Birthdays 
 2 Walter Buckley 

 2 Aidan Walker 

 3 Gianna Givey 

 5 Tanya DiGiulio 

 Belle Marks 

 Arlene Scott 

 6 Julia Lega 

 8 Joanne Gulya 

 Lori Sysak 

 9 Jayden Rumelhart 

13 Alison O’Connell 

16 Mallory O’Connell 

18 Pam Giordano 

18 TJ Seidenberger 

20 Jill Long 

21 Anne Frey 

21 Barbara Subber 

24 Anna Baukal 

 

 

25  Caitlin Fodor 

 Nathanael J. Hontz 

 Virginia McQueen 

29 Meg Bachman 

 Charmaine Roman 

31 Ronald Utley 

 Bob Lawrence 
 

Anniversaries 
 1 Nancy & John Hofmann 

 4 Matt & Jesse Snyder 

 7 Sarah & Thomas Molinaro 

15 Will & Marie Sheldrake 

18 Heather and John Black 

22 Maryann and Amadeo DiEdwardo 

24 Beth Anne & Carlos Arancibia 

 Shelly & Stephen Smith 

26 Elizabeth & Terry Miller 

27 Samantha & Jeremiah Keefer 

29 Karen & William Vitalos 

31 Mary Ellen & Vincent O’Connell 

If your Birthday or Anniversary isn’t listed, please 

let the Parish Office know. 
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The Prayer List 

For those in the Armed 

Services 
Spc. Kevin Connors 

1LT Andrew Frey 

Erin Kloss 

Alex J. McCandless 

MA Cristin Miller 

COL Edward P. Naessens Jr. 

CPT Michael S. Tax 

CPT Rachael Breinling Tax 

A1C Jessica Troudt 
 

For those in need 
Rose Alex 

Bud Barr 

Gabriella Beirne 

Jeanne Bey 

Karen Blazosky 

Loretta Brobst 

Sara Beth Brockley 

Betsy Coffin 

Rosemarie Cowitch 

Bp. Jack Croneberger 

Kim Cruz 

Lillian DeLeo 

Sr. Francis Joannes Devlin 

Carolyn Duranko 

Twila Evans 

Jean Franz 

Josh Fridman 

Bridgette Fronheiser 

Doodie Genthner 

Charles Gianguzi, Jr. 

Nicolina Gianguzi 

Phil Grieshaber 

Bertha Grube 

Larry  Grube 

Sr. Patricia-Michael Hauze 

Nancy Hofmann 

Claire Hornung 

Joseph Horvath 

Stu Hutchinson 

Hazel Hunt 

Anna Jesiolowski 

Connie Jones 

Madelyn Kerchner 

Sophia Krieger 

Alex MacMillan 

Sharon Marks 

Jim McCandless 

Judy Merola 

Gloria Miller 

Trevor Moser 

Brian Nelson 

Stu Parlin 

Patti Pasda 

Ceil Pensock 

Joseph Pensock 

Will Perkowsky 

Carol Propsner 

Kristina Richards 

Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 

Robert Romeril 

Robert Romeril, Jr. 

Bill Sabal 

Marie Saari 

Mary Saul 

Bob Schreiber 

Joan Sheldrake 

Dylan Spriggs 

Victoria Sweet 

Audrey Sykes 

Stanton Sykes 

Pat Talijan 

Ken Tarby 

Jane Teter 

Chantille Utley 

Nelson Van den Blink 

Dr. Anthony Verbalis 

Winifred Washco 

Barbara 

Sr. Elaine 

Jeannette 

Heather 

M.C. 

Here are the names of Trinity people who have health problems or per-
sonal problems and who wish to be remembered in our prayers. If you 
or a loved one has health problems or other problems, and if you would 
like the prayerful help of Trinity friends, you are invited to add your name 
to the list. Please contact the office, 610-867-4741. 

Trinity is a praying church. We love to pray for people...and we keep on praying for them. But 

sometimes, people get "parked" on the parish prayer list. The policy is to put people on the 

Prayers of the People list and to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you ask us to 

keep them on. They will also be put on the prayer list in the Bulletin. We keep them on the Bulle-

tin list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on. We are very happy to keep people 

on either or both lists, but please do tell us. Call the office or give a note to one of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 
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No Barriers Too Great:  Opening the Door to Christ 

During this Easter season, I found myself thinking about the passage of Scripture in 

John chapter 20 that describes Jesus’ first appearance to his disciples following his 

resurrection. What struck me was that although the disciples had gathered in a room 

with locked doors, Jesus was able to get through those locked doors and join them. 

And the first words he uttered to his startled group of followers were ―Peace be with 

you!‖ (John 20:19) 

I think there is much to ponder in this passage as we consider our own relationship 

with Jesus, and of how conscious we may or may not be of his abiding presence 

with us. If we are Christ’s followers, we believe in his abiding presence both with us 

and within us. His resurrection and the gift of his Holy Spirit have given us the deep 

assurance that this is so. Yet how often do we sit in our own small space, locking our 

inner doors out of pain or fear and cutting ourselves off from a relationship with our 

risen Lord? Or how often do we simply shut him out because we are too absorbed in 

our everyday cares to notice that he is reaching out to us, inviting us into an ever-

deeper communion with him? 

In Revelation 3:20, Christ says, ―Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 

hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he 

with Me.‖ (NKJV) I particularly like the wording in the Amplified Bible translation, 

which states, ―If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat 

with him (restore him), and he with Me.‖ Notice that this translation has included 

the word ―restore‖. Jesus desires a relationship with us and not only that, but he 

wants to ―restore‖ each of us, to renew our weary mind and spirit. He is there with 

us in every moment saying, as he did to his disciples, ―Peace be with you!‖ But we 

need to be attentive and we need to be listening. We need to open the one door that 

may still be locked, the gateway to our heart and our spirit, so that we truly can 

know Christ’s abiding presence with us and be restored to wholeness in him. And if 

we do receive these gifts, we then will be able to share them with others. 

There are no barriers too great to keep our Lord Jesus Christ from loving us or from 

desiring an ongoing relationship with us. His life, passion, death, and resurrection 

have clearly demonstrated that. The only barriers to our ongoing relationship with 

him are the ones we erect ourselves. But if we keep ourselves open through prayer, 

mutual encouragement, and participation in our faith community, we can recognize 

those barriers and ask God to remove them. In this way, we will be ready to hear 

Christ knocking at the door of our heart and also ready to open it. May God’s gra-

cious Spirit empower each of us to do so, that we might indeed live as a people of 

resurrection hope. 

—Stephanie Stover 
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FRONT PORCH PROJECT 

 Have you ever seen a child in a store or restaurant having a meltdown and a par-

ent having a meltdown of their own? Are there children playing unsupervised in 

your neighborhood? Do you ever wonder what to do when you are concerned 

about a child and aren‟t sure if it‟s “your business”? 

If so, the Front Porch Project can help. This research-supported training pro-

vides you with real-life answers to questions like these. We talk about the issues 

facing today‟s families, brainstorm ideas and practice strategies for helping chil-

dren and supporting families. The training is a fun mix of interactive discussions, 

video clips and activities with people who really care about our community and 

the kids who live here. 

We are co-sponsoring a Front Porch Project session with the Bethlehem Health 

Bureau and Two Rivers Foundation on Wednesday, May 25, from 5:00pm – 8:00 

pm at Trinity Episcopal Church. There is no charge to attend and a light dinner 

will be served. It is open to anyone – not just professionals –but space is limited 

and pre-registration is necessary. See the poster on page 9 of this Newsletter for 

more details and contact information to register. And please help us spread the 

word about this important training by forwarding this email to your contacts who 

might be interested. 

Hope to see you on May 25th! 

 

 

 

 

 
Join us on an amazing adventure! 

Our next “Dinner and A Movie” night on Friday, May 20th, will feature “Chronicles of 
Narnia: The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe”. Experience the specialty dishes of 
fellow movie goers as we gather for food & fellowship. Then it’s off to the movies as three 
children venture through a magical wardrobe and into the Land of Narnia where they join 
with the lion king to battle the forces of evil. Incredible special effects, lessons in loyalty, 
friendship, trust, bravery and sacrifice; this film has it all. Family friendly, it’s an ideal family 
event. So add your name to the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board, mark your calendars 
and join us for an evening of fun and adventure! (We have popcorn!-wouldn’t be movie 
night without it.) 
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Family Ministries 

Family Ministry Schedule: 
 

May 1, 9:15-10:15AM Sunday School (Children's Wing) 

May 14, 12:00-3:00 Pentecost Pre-Party 

May 15, 9:15-10:15 AM Sunday School (Children's Wing) 

May 22, 9:15 AM – 2:30 PM CAYA Fellowship Day Pilgrimage 

(Contact Jenny for more information) 

Sunday School, geared towards children in Kindergarten to 7th grade, will con-

tinue to meet together in the Sunday School wing.  

CAYA Fellowship, for youth in grades 8 to 12, will meet about once a month for 

food, fellowship, formation and FUN! In May we will be taking a pilgrimage that 

will help us reflect on what it means to be a part of God's creation. Please sign up 

with Jenny and bring a bagged lunch. 

Pentecost Pre-Party, for families of all ages, will be held Saturday afternoon be-

fore the Pentecost services. We will work together to decorate the church for its 

birthday. Movie & pizza will be included. Parents, please plan on staying to help. 

For further information, contact Jenny by email: jenny@trinitybeth.org 

FACEBOOK  

and WEBSITE 

We regularly post news and photos on 

Facebook and the website as a way of 

getting the news about Trinity out to 

people. However, one of our parish-

ioners suggested that we remind peo-

ple that is happening. We usually do 

not use full names with the pictures--

mostly unidentified or with first 

names. But we do want to respect any 

concerns you might have. If you do 

not want to be included in any posted 

pictures, please let Mo. Laura know 

so she can be on the lookout. We'll do 

our best! 

MANY THANKS TO THE  

TRINITY PARISH FAMILY 

A belated THANK YOU for your 

many kindnesses upon the occasion of 

the 45th Anniversary of my Ordination 

to the Priesthood (March 12 & 13). It 

was delightful having a Reception for 

me - with cake! - after the Saturday 

Evening Service, AND AGAIN at Cof-

fee Hour on Sunday!!! The various 

gifts are also greatly appreciated! 

WHO KNEW (except the Lord) what 

might happen when I joined Trinity’s 

Men & Boys’ Choir at age 8!!! 

—Father Dick Ditterline 

mailto:jenny@trinitybeth.org
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On Saturday, April 16, the vestry 

held its first informational meeting 

with members from Outreach, Evan-

gelism, and Soup Kitchen. 

We learned what goes on in the soup 

kitchen beyond providing meals to 

approximately 150 guests each day, 

Monday through Friday. Trinity pro-

vides a safe space for our guests to 

have the community and family they 

deserve. We also provide a training 

space and resume building opportu-

nities for AARP members looking to 

get back into the work force. While 

not a soup kitchen effort, Trinity also 

opens its doors to the Animal Clinic. 

An amazing number of pets were 

provided low cost shots and other 

services on Saturday as well, many 

of whom are the fur families of our 

Soup Kitchen guests. 

Our other outreach efforts most re-

cently include financial and emo-

tional support for a recently arrived 

refugee family as well as planned 

events in conjunction with Lehigh 

Valley Storytellers and Northeast 

Ministries. 

Evangelism efforts are in the process 

of being reinvigorated with planned 

small group meet ups in homes so 

stay tuned for more information. 

—Chris Martocchio, 

 Vestry Warden 

VESTRY SNIP-ITS: Parish Life  

in the Age of Austen 

The Georgian and Regency periods 

were an important time that saw the 

emergence of the modern world, the 

United States, the Episcopal 

Church. Many of the customs and 

practices of the eighteenth century 

have carried over and continue 

within today's church. By knowing 

their origins and meanings we can 

gain a valuable window into our 

past as well as some insight into 

how this period still shapes Angli-

can identity today. 

So have you ever wondered what 

the difference is between a Curate, 

a Vicar and a Rector and what 

about Parsons? Why do Anglican 

priests and English barristers dress 

alike? If a priest has puffy sleeves 

versus squared sleeves is there a 

difference? Why do we have Verg-

ers and what was the Vestry's role 

in parish life? Tithing eighteenth 

century style! What is a greater and 

lesser tithe and how do they relate 

to glebe fields and Easter eggs? 

Caring for the poor in the eight-

eenth century -- the poor tax and 

the parish workhouse. All this and 

more, this lecture is highly recom-

mended for history buffs and fans 

of Jane Austen! 
--Fr. Gene Search 
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Draco: Never at Rest 

One of my favorite constellations of the northern sky is Draco the Dragon. In 

late April its tail begins just under the bowl of the Big Dipper. The Big Dip-

per’s scoop and handle are nearly at their culminating (highest) positions in 

the north at 10 p.m. Then Draco’s tail curves downward over the cup of the 

Little Dipper and falls to the right of Polaris, the North Star. Following the 

sinuous tail of the Dragon is like trekking along on the winding Yellow Brick 

Road in the Wizard of Oz. The eye just seems to hop, skip, and tumble natu-

rally from one star to another, but then there is a breakdown that occurs where 

the tail meets a small cadre of five faint stars that outline the tiny body of this 

fearsome sentinel. Where do you go from here? The secret during late April 

and early May is to look to the right and above the body stars to find an addi-

tional four luminaries that create a trapezoidal figure. That’s the head of 

Draco. By connecting the star of the head that is closest to the star of the body, 

the picture of Draco—tail, body, neck, and head—is completed. Some people 

see Draco as a turtle, camel, alligator or a snake. Whatever works is fine; how-

ever, for well over two decades, Draco has been my mystery constellation 

when I instruct classes under the real or electronic sky. I simply outline 

Draco’s stars without any comment and let my audiences guess at the pattern. 

Whether the group is composed of kindergarten kids or seniors, someone al-

ways, and I mean always, comes up with the dragon. There has never been a 

miss. Since Draco is a north circumpolar star pattern, it never sets, a fitting 

punishment for his lack of astuteness in guarding the Golden Apples of the 

Hesperides, Hera’s wedding gift to Zeus. Hercules, with the assistance of dim-

witted Atlas, stole them from right under Draco’s nose causing Hera in a fit of 

rage to swing Draco by his tail skyward, to fall among the northern stars. Be-

cause he can never set, he is doomed to be ever vigilant, never to sleep, eat, or 

drink again, one unhappy and cranky beastie. 
Gary A. Becker – beckerg@moravian.edu  

or garyabecker@gmail.com 

Moravian College Astronomy - astronomy.org 

StarWatch 

mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://www.astronomy.org/
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Animals’ Corner 
Did you see the brief shout-out to the Animal Food Bank from the Diocesan pilgrimage blog? 

Canon Maria Tjeltveit, Rector of Church of the Mediator, Allentown, blogged on each of the 

churches in the Diocese in the month of April. Her blog for April 11 addressed Trinity: 

http://www.diobeth.org/widows-and-deacons/ 
 

Of course, Canon Tjelt-

veit spoke at length of the 

ministry of the Soup 

Kitchen, the servant lead-

ership of Deacon Liz, and 

the faces of God to be 

found there. But she also 

mentioned the Animal 

Food Bank as a ministry 

starting with Trinity, as I 

have mentioned in some 

more recent columns. 
 

Rather than write another 

column, on behalf of the 

Animal Food Bank, I 

would like to take this op-

portunity to invite Trini-

tarians to our Open 

House/Grand Opening on 

May 14, 2016, at the 

Food Bank’s new home in 

Emmaus. As the poster 

says, we will have treats 

for dogs and cats (not that 

we think any cats will 

want to travel the road to 

Emmaus), a giveaway of 

a ―Pampered Pet‖ basket, 

and the chance to see just 

how one Trinitarian’s 

idea to help Soup Kitchen 

guests can grow into a 

ministry to the Lehigh 

Valley as a whole. Any 

questions, just call or 

write, but we hope to see 

you, and your pooch, 

there! 
—Linda Henry 

http://www.diobeth.org/widows-and-deacons/
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Mithril’s Daily Office 

This last month has been filled with bell ringers and fable weavers. On 

the first Sunday after Easter, the Trinity Bell Ringing troupe, affection-

ately known as the Trinity Ding-a-Lings, opened the service with three 

pieces written for hand bells. This got my whiskers all atinkle, so I inter-

viewed the bell ringer in chief, George Kondash, who took it over when 

our beloved musical director, Ron Spier decided he preferred Florida to 

our snow covered winters. Ron revived the Bell Ringing practice four 

years ago after untold years of inattention. George said we now have a 

full complement of 10 ringers, meaning that they can cover the full three 

octaves commonly used by music written for bells. All the music they 

play is written for bells. The ―Ding-a-Lings‖ practice every Tuesday 

morning, for an hour, and have the opportunity to perform, on average, 

twice a year, doing the prelude in that time commonly filled by an organ 

prelude. Our intrepid Boswell tried out at one rehearsal and the poor boy 

was simply not up to the challenge. Eight of the ten members belong to 

Trinity and two who perform are talents who belong to other churches 

nearby. 

Boswell is getting in deeper with both the Northeast Ministries and the 

Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild. He reads stories to the kids at NE 

Ministries once a month, and he is helping to represent a Trinity out-

reach presence, produced by the Lehigh Valley Storytelling Guild, for 

which he is a recently appointed board member. He is also taking a 

crack at competing in the monthly Story Slam held in the McCarthy’s 

Red Stag Pub off of Main Street. His first attempt was with a story based on the theme ―It 

Seemed Like a Good Idea at the Time.‖ There are three judges who score up to 30 points. 

Two judges gave him scores in the 20’s, but one, with an obviously black heart, gave him 

only 10. His next attempt will be on April 20, on the theme of ―Heroes‖. He may even be 

willing to bribe some of his faithful human friends to come and clap for him. It can’t hurt. 

With the cancellation of the Market Street Fair, Trinity will move its Storytelling Stage to 

a Festival event on Friday, June 17 from 3:30 PM to 7:30 PM, on the grounds surround-

ing the Northeast Ministries center in Marvine Village, where three or more storytellers 

will present their skills in entertaining what promises to be a fine crowd from the sur-

rounding neighborhood. The lead organizer is Promise Neighborhoods Lehigh Valley in 

Allentown. Other agencies involved are Marvine Elementary School, Just Born Candies, 

Habitat for Humanity, and the Bethlehem Housing Authority. Trinity is also sponsoring a 

series of four storytelling hours during the NE Ministries Summer Camp on the first, sec-

ond, fourth and sixth weeks of their seven-week camp. This is for Summer Camp regis-

trants. The outdoor 17 June Festival is open to the public. 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mithril/1455401851391005?ref=hl   

—Mithril, 2016 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mithril/1455401851391005?ref=hl


May 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 

8:30 am-Noon—Garden Ex-

change Day (Parish Hall) 
 

9:15 am—Adult Forum—

”Spring Festivals and the Jewish 

Calendar” (Parish Hall) 
 

9:15 am—Sunday School 

2 
 

2:00 pm—Worship 

Committee (Library) 
 

6:00 pm—Going 

Deeper: A Contempla-

tive Community (Chapel) 

3 
 

9:30 am—Bell Choir 

Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 

6:30 pm—Daughters of 

the King (Sanctuary) 

4 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure Read-

ing Group (Library) 

 

5 
 

7:00 pm—Choir 

Rehearsal (Choir 

Room) 

6 

 

7 

 

8 
 

9:15 am—Adult Forum—

”English Parish Life and Jane 

Austen” (Parish Hall) 
 

1:30 pm—Benedictine Oblate 

Chapter (Chapel) 

9 
 

7:00 pm—Holy Eucha-

rist /Vestry Meeting 

(Chapel/Library) 

 

10 
 

9:30 am—Bell Choir 

Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

 

11 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure Read-

ing Group (Library) 

 

12 
 

7:00 pm—Choir 

Rehearsal (Choir 

Room) 

13 
 

 

14 
 

12:00 pm— Pen-

tecost Pre-Party  

15 
 

9:15 am—Adult Forum—

”Coffee and Conversation with 

the Rector” (Parish Hall) 
 

9:15 am—Sunday School 

(Sunday School Wing) 

 

16 
 

6:00 pm—Going 

Deeper: A Contempla-

tive Community (Chapel) 

17 
 

9:30 am—Bell Choir 

Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 

 

18 
 

12:00 pm—

Newsletter Dead-

line 
 

2:15 pm—
Pastoral Care 

Meeting (Parish 

Hall) 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure Read-

ing Group (Library) 
 

19 
 

7:00 pm—Choir 

Rehearsal (Choir 

Room) 
 

 

20 
 

5:00 pm—

Dinner and a 
Movie (Parish 

Hall) 

 

21 
 

 

22 
 

9:15 am—Adult Forum—”Our 

Pilgrimage Plans” (Parish Hall) 
 

9:15 am—CAYA Fellowship 
Day Pilgrimage (Meet in Parking 

Lot) 
 

 

23 

 

24 
 

9:30 am—Bell Choir 

Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 

 

25 
 

5:00 pm—Child 

Abuse Prevention 

Program (Parish 

Hall) 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure Read-

ing Group (Library) 
 

26 
 

7:00 pm—Choir 

Rehearsal (Choir 

Room) 

27 

 

28  

 

29 
 

 

30 

 

     

NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside groups that use 
our facilities.  Please check availability with the office before scheduling a meeting. 

Also see Weekly Schedule on back cover 
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and Soul 
  

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
  

phone  610-867-4741   

(emergency 610-217-4837) 
  

web site  www.trinitybeth.org   

email info@trinitybeth.org 
  

office hours  9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments until 4  
 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Canon Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator   

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Gerard R. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Jane S. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  
 Priest Associate 

  

STAFF  
Jenny Scott, Pastoral Associate 

Aram Basmadjian, Artist in Residence 

Karen Ernst-Reiner, Treasurer    

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

James Propst, Sexton 

Charles Johns, Security 

Gary A. Becker, Parish Photographer 

Ministers: All baptized members. 
  

VESTRY  
Joanne Gulya 

Linda Henry 

Robert Lawrence 

Bonnie Lynch 

Ross Mangina 

Bruce Marold 

Christine Martocchio (Vestry Warden) 

Sarah Molinaro 

Jack Norman  (Rector’s Warden) 

Arthur Talbot 

Logan Vitalos 

Mari Wells 
 

How to become a member— 
You are very welcome to attend worship ser-

vices, member or not. If you would like to be-

come part of the parish, it is easy. Just give 

your name, address, phone number (and 

email address, if you have one) to a priest or 

usher, or leave it in the parish office. Part of 

being an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 

talent and treasure. We hope you will attend 

our special programs and join our other ac-

tivities. There are so many opportunities to 

become a working member – by helping 

with worship services, or serving on a commit-

tee or outreach group. 

This newsletter is available on-line at: 

http://www.trinitybeth.org 

June Newsletter Deadline 

Wednesday, May 18, 2016 

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the editor 
at gaby@trinitybeth.org, or mailed to or dropped off in the church office. All 
submissions must be identified by the author with contact information (email 
or telephone number). 

Find us on Facebook! 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 8:45 am Agape Breakfast 

  9:45 am Choir Warm-up (Choir Room) 
  10:30 am Holy Eucharist  
  11:30 am Coffee Hour 
   2:30 pm Centering Prayer (Library) 
  

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon  Soup Kitchen  
 4:30 pm Evening Prayer  
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Tuesdays 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
  

Wednesdays 
 11:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing  
  

Thursdays 
 3:30 pm Crafting Our Prayers-Knitting &  

    Crochetting (The Knitter’s Edge) 

 Saturdays 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon 


