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Routine Resurrections 
—Mo. Laura’s Homily for Easter 2016 

 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

During the season of Easter, it’s our tradition to start with a 

joke to remind ourselves of the ultimate joke that Christ 

played on evil and death. We do take evil seriously, but we 

laugh because it does not have power over us in the long 

run. 
 

Herewith some jokes, especially for the kids among us: 

Q: What do you call a rabbit with fleas?   

A: Bugs Bunny!  
 

Q: What do you get if you pour boiling water down a  

rabbit hole?   

A: A hot cross bunny  
 

Q: What do you get when you cross a rabbit’s foot with 

poison ivy?   

A: A rash of good luck.  
 

I am pretty certain that every person in this church today 

knows what I mean when I say the word CAR. Perhaps in 

some remote rainforest, there might be a tribe so cut off 

from civilization that they do not know anything about the 

modern world. They might not even have internet service 

over their cell phones. But other than that, pretty much eve-

ryone knows about cars. And why? Because Cars are abso-

lutely ubiquitous all over the world. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The first real car was built in 1807, by 

François Isaac de Rivaz. In 1886 the 

first petrol or gasoline powered auto-

mobile, the Benz Patent-Motorwagen, 

was invented by Karl Benz. And we’ve 

been taken by those infernal machines, 

ever since. As a transcript of the 1907 

debate in the Parliament of South Aus-

tralia reported: 

...(they) commit an indescribable 

nuisance to people who were not 

rich enough to indulge in this in-

tolerable form of amusement. 

Within a few years after their inven-

tion, cars became part of the landscape, 

and they are now essential to our eve-

ryday life. If you were walking down 

the street and someone suddenly 

stopped to yell, ―Hey, look, there’s a 

car!‖ you would think they were jok-

ing. Or maybe that they had arrived 

from the past in a time machine. If 

there had only been one single car 

made, it would have been a unique his-

torical oddity. But hardly an important 

part of civilization. Basically cars are 

just plain routine for us. 

That is what God has always intended 

about the Resurrection—that resurrec-

tion will become as routine as cars are. 

On Easter, we focus on the person 

called Jesus, who was really and truly 

dead—and the Roman soldiers did 

make sure he was really dead by run-

ning him through with a spear. We are 

astonished to hear that this dead and 

buried man is resurrected. He was not 

merely resuscitated, like Lazarus was. 

It wasn’t just that his heart was some-

how re-started, by an ancient kind of 

CPR. No, Jesus was resurrected and is 

alive forever—he will never die again. 

Jesus is the first person to experience 

that so, of course, it is a startling and 

amazing story. Just like the very first 

car, put-putting down the street at the 

unheard of speed of 10 miles per hour 

must have been startling to onlookers, 

who were used only to horses. 

We might have been impressed by Je-

sus’ resurrection, but if it was a single 

and solitary event, it wouldn’t have 

meant very much to us. 2,000 years 

ago, a story was told of a dead guy re-

turning to life. So what? However, 

Scripture is abundantly clear that Jesus’ 

resurrection is to be the first of many. 

In today’s reading from First Corin-

thians, we read that Christ is the ―first 

fruits‖. Meaning that he may be first, 

but there are many more to come after. 

He is the prototype. By virtue of our 

membership in the human race, the 

family of Adam, we all shall die. But 

after that, by virtue of our membership 

in Christ, we all will be made alive—

resurrection will simply be routine. 

When we get to that time, God will 

systematically take down everything 

that impedes the power of resurrection. 

And then God’s attention will be 

turned to death, destroying it utterly, 

(Continued from page 1) 
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completely and totally so it loses any 

power to keep us from resurrection, 

also. 

Easter is not meant to be just a once-a-

year feast that we enshrine with special 

traditions and quaint customs. As a mat-

ter of fact, sometimes all our wonderful 

traditions insulate us from the living, 

breathing, beating heart of the resurrec-

tion. Easter is the day when Christ re-

minds us that whoever we are, he as-

sumes that we will be resurrected with 

him. Our default setting is that we will 

be resurrected. Oh sure. We can reject 

that option. And there are some slick 

talkers—mostly with horns and tails—

that will try to sell us a cheaper and eas-

ier way of life. But why would anyone 

turn their back on immortality? 

Jesus was our trailblazer, the test driver, 

who, at the cost of his own life, suc-

cessfully got through the hardest ter-

rain, leading from death to life. On 

Easter, we receive his invitation to com-

panion him on the road he laid down for 

us. 

But resurrection can be a problem, can’t 

it? Theologians and scholars still argue 

about it. One of the issues is that we see 

deaths all around us. But when do we 

encounter resurrections? We aren’t as 

fortunate as the disciples to see the Res-

urrected Christ with our eyes and touch 

him with our hands. 

Or are we? In just a few moments, we 

will take part in the most precious and 

holy inheritance that Jesus left to us—

the Eucharist. We will see the bread 

lifted high and hear Christ’s words: 

―This is my Body, given for you.‖ We 

will see the wine poured out and hear, 

―This is my Blood, shed for you.‖ Then, 

wonder of wonders! We will hold in our 

own hands that body and that blood. 

And as it becomes part of us, so we be-

come part of the Christ who is risen 

from the dead. We begin the first steps 

toward our own resurrection. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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 IN APRIL 
Birthdays 
 1 Sophie Neumann 

 3 Logan Charboneau 

 4 Angeline Ruch 

 5 Samuel Bachman 

 5 Robert Saint-Vil 

 6 Suzanne Boundy 

 Jakob Dickey 

 7 Adrian Everett 

 Anmarie Roy 

 Matt Snyder 

 William Vitalos 

 8 Flex Illick 

 Jonathan Neumann 

12 Kieran Baukal 

13 Brilynd Dietz 

15 Lisa Ritter/Edwards 

 Ryan Smith 

16 David Sisson 

 Victoria Sweet 

17 Brian Post 

 

18 Michelle Mills 

19 Jessica Snyder 

 Autumn Carnes 

 Aliana Roman 

22 Wendi Kerr 

 Sara Phillips King 

24 Tom Molinaro 

25 Sean Butler 

 Joan Sheldrake 

27 Dylan Dumpel 

29 Chris Connors 

29 Leighanne Gallagher 

30 Richard Kerr 
 

Anniversaries 
 4 Jane & Jerry Gaeta 

12 Marjorie & Walter Buckley 

15 Joanne & David Gulya 

22 Maryann and Amedeo DiEdwardo 

23 Charmaine & Christopher Roman 

If your Birthday or Anniversary isn’t listed, please 

let the Parish Office know. 
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The Prayer List 

For those in the Armed 

Services 
Spc. Kevin Connors 

1LT Andrew Frey 

Alex J. McCandless 

MA Cristin Miller 

COL Edward P. Naessens Jr. 

CPT Michael S. Tax 

CPT Rachael Breinling Tax 

A1C Jessica Troudt 
 

For those in need 
Rose Alex 

Bud Barr 

Gabriella Beirne 

Karen Blazosky 

Loretta Brobst 

Betsy Coffin 

Rosemarie Cowitch 

Bp. Jack Croneberger 

Sr. Francis Joannes Devlin 

Carolyn Duranko 

Twila Evans 

Jean Franz 

Josh Fridman 

Bridgette Fronheiser 

Fr. Gerard Gaeta 

Doodie Genthner 

Charles Gianguzi, Jr. 

Nicolina Gianguzi 

Phil Grieshaber 

Bertha Grube 

Larry  Grube 

Sr. Patricia-Michael Hauze 

Nancy Hofmann 

Claire Hornung 

Joseph Horvath 

Stu Hutchinson 

Hazel Hunt 

Anna Jesiolowski 

Connie Jones 

Janet Jones 

Madelyn Kerchner 

Sophia Krieger 

Alex MacMillan 

Sharon Marks 

Jim McCandless 

Judy Merola 

Gloria Miller 

Trevor Moser 

Brian Nelson 

Dominga Otero 

Stu Parlin 

Patti Pasda 

Ceil Pensock 

Joseph Pensock 

Will Perkowsky 

Carol Propsner 

Kristina Richards 

Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril 

Robert Romeril 

Robert Romeril, Jr. 

Bill Sabal 

Marie Saari 

Mary Saul 

Bob Schreiber 

Joan Sheldrake 

Dylan Spriggs 

Victoria Sweet 

Audrey Sykes 

Stanton Sykes 

Pat Talijan 

Ken Tarby 

Jane Teter 

Chantille Utley 

David Utley 

Nelson Van den Blink 

Dr. Anthony Verbalis 

Deborah Wagner 

Winifred Washco 

Barbara 

Sr. Elaine 

Jeannette 

Heather 

M.C. 

Here are the names of Trinity people who have health problems or per-
sonal problems and who wish to be remembered in our prayers. If you 
or a loved one has health problems or other problems, and if you would 
like the prayerful help of Trinity friends, you are invited to add your name 
to the list. Please contact the office, 610-867-4741. 

Trinity is a praying church. We love to pray for people...and we keep on praying for them. But 

sometimes, people get "parked" on the parish prayer list. The policy is to put people on the 

Prayers of the People list and to read their names for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you ask us to 

keep them on. They will also be put on the prayer list in the Bulletin. We keep them on the Bulle-

tin list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on. We are very happy to keep people 

on either or both lists, but please do tell us. Call the office or give a note to one of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 



 

7 

Looking Beyond Our Own Reflection 

I am always distressed when I see a bird lying outside a window, obviously having 

fallen to the ground after flying directly into the pane of glass. When this occurs, the 

bird sometimes is just stunned for a while and then is able to fly away, but many birds 

die as a result of such an impact. Apparently, birds fly into windows either because 

they do not realize the glass is there and they think they are flying into open space, or 

in the case of male birds, which are territorial during mating season, they believe their 

reflection is another male bird and they attempt to attack it. 

Thinking about these unfortunate accidents with birds leads me to draw parallels be-

tween their actions and our own. How often do we end up beating ourselves against the 

windows that are there for us to open and explore, because we see only our own reflec-

tion in the glass and are unwilling to see beyond it? It is so easy for each of us to think 

only of my life, my wants, my needs. It might appear to us that following such a path 

will lead us into a gratifying and expansive world. Yet our obsession with our own re-

flection blinds us to a much broader and deeper perspective. The icons that society 

teaches us to worship—physical perfection, money, power, instant gratification—may 

be the only things we see when we look at ourselves and our place in the world. But 

when we see ourselves from our own limited perspective we often exclude God and 

others, and that is never a good thing. We lose the vision of who we really are, and how 

God is calling us to share our gifts in relationship with the world. 

God continually calls us to examine ourselves in the Light of Christ, rather than from 

the limited point of view that we have become used to, and invites us to see ourselves 

in a new way. When we see ourselves—and each other—in His Light, we are looking 

through the lens of God’s love, which has created each of us—and sees each of us--in 

the fullness of our being. Through prayer and regular contemplative practices, we are 

reminded that we are in Christ and He is in us. This expands and deepens our vision of 

ourselves and of the world, so that we can look beyond our own limited view to the ex-

ample of Christ. By doing so, we can then discern the will of our loving God and the 

leading of the Holy Spirit. Our vision is no longer distorted or restricted, but open to 

the many possibilities God has in store for us. 

Who do you see when you look in the glass? Only yourself, or do you see beyond your 

own reflection into the fullness of God’s love? We know that as long as we remain in 

this world, ―we see through a glass darkly‖, as I Corinthians 13:12 (KJV) tells us. But 

we are created in God’s image and we can see what God, in Christ, would reveal to us 

at this moment, if only we choose to look beyond ourselves and beyond our own re-

flection. May God grant us the grace and the desire to do so, that we might live into the 

fullness of His Love. 

—Stephanie Stover 
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A Reflection on Pilgrimage toward the Kingdom 
—Submitted by Jenny Scott, Pastoral Associate 

We are all on a journey in this life and the diocese of Bethlehem has asked us to spend this 

season intentionally becoming more aware of this journey we are on together. A main ob-

jective of this is so we can see where we have been and ask where we are going as a way 

to gain vision and discernment for the future of this diocese and the parishes within it. 

It is my hope that as we are in this season of pilgrimage that we recognize that we are on a 

journey together as a diocese, not just individually. I hope we also see that this journey we 

are on is even broader. The list of those we journey alongside includes those in our work 

places and schools. It also includes all of those across the USA and the world. It is my 

hope that as we identify who we journey alongside, we see more fully how God’s King-

dom is made real on earth. 

As we talk of pilgrimage, my mind first goes to the Camino. A pilgrimage through France 

and Spain, known by some as "The Way." It is a path that takes many people 40 days to 

complete as they head to the places that marks St. James's furthest reaches west in his own 

journeys to spread the Good News. This pilgrimage intrigues me and is on my bucket list. 

It is not necessarily the spiritual enlightenment that I may reach, but more the adventure 

that gives me such a desire to do this. 

Some pilgrimages are like this, the paths we set out on are primarily for personal gain, and 

the ways that we grow from these journeys show that they are important and significant. 

And there are pilgrimages I am aware of, that are filled with great sacrifices and the costs 

may even be lives lost. Yet the ways in which these journeys impact the world are im-

measurable. These are pilgrimages that start out with the goal of seeking God's Kingdom 

on earth. These are pilgrimages that walk onward against the forces of injustice and op-

pression. 

We recently came to the end of Holy Week where we once again journeyed with Jesus, as 

he made pilgrimage into Jerusalem, into the temple, at the table in the upper room, within 

the garden of Gethsemane, to Pilate’s court, to the cross on the hill, and into the tomb. 

This was one journey that was filled with struggle and sacrifice but ultimately revealed 

the truth of the Kingdom. 

There was another pilgrimage that I was recently reminded of -- the Civil Rights Move-

ment. I spent some time learning more about the marches from Selma to Montgomery in 

Alabama. The objective of these marches was to remove the barriers that blocked Blacks 

from the ability to vote. While legally Blacks had been given the right to vote previously, 

there were a variety of regulations and fees that were put in place that continued to inhibit 

the ability to vote. The marches from Selma were only short stretches on the much longer 

path of equality in USA in 20th century. Martin Luther King, Jr. and many others set out 

on a journey to seek justice and equality, values of the Kingdom, by literally going on 

journeys. It was not a single march but instead it took three attempts before the right to 

(Continued on page 9) 
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vote was actualized. The journey from Selma was harsh and many were seriously injured 

and others arrested. 

Just as Jesus’ pilgrimage to Easter Sunday was marked with much suffering, so was the 

journey to Montgomery. Yet at the end, the Kingdom could be touched, even if only in 

part. There are other similarities between Jesus and MLK that I observed as I read about 

the march and watched the movie Selma. I see Jesus’ humble entry into Jerusalem mir-

rored in MLK's non-violent actions. I see the confusion and disillusionment of the march-

ers parallel the masses who shouted ―Hosanna" on Sunday with great joy but by Friday, in 

the middle of the journey, they found themselves defeated and filled with great grief. I see 

the promise of the Kingdom realized in Jesus' 

resurrection witnessed again as voting rights 

are truly gained and the nation was one step 

closer to finding equality. 

One more similarity is just as we witnessed the 

resurrection of Jesus and Kingdom coming, the 

disciples continued to be in a period of waiting 

as they were promised the second coming. 

They understood well the concept of ―now and 

not yet.‖ This is true for human rights in 

America still today. Even though it’s been 50 

years since the marches from Selma and there 

were great accomplishments that occurred af-

ter the journey’s end at Montgomery, justice 

for many minority groups is still a work in pro-

gress. The Kingdom is still only partially real-

ized. 

I do not want to discredit importance of indi-

vidual pilgrimages like the Camino, as it is of-

ten through contemplation, stillness, and time 

set apart that we can hear God's voice most 

clearly. However, I want to challenge us to 

continue to accept the invitations to join in on 

pilgrimages that will do as St. James did -- 

bring the Good News of God's Kingdom and 

his love and justice to all, especially those who 

are marginalized, outcast, poor, meek, ostra-

cized or oppressed. May our journey intersect 

with God’s Kingdom coming, on earth as it is 

in heaven. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Pilgrimage 

Through the next few months we will 

continue our theme of pilgrimage in a 

few distinct ways. Part of the objective 

will be to learn from one another and the 

journeys we've been on and also to reflect 

together on the journey we've been on to-

gether as Trinity. 

Map: There will be two maps posted on 

the bulletin boards outside the rector's of-

fice. With it will be index cards with a 

few simple questions. We ask anyone 

who has been on a pilgrimage 

(intentional or otherwise) to fill out these 

cards and either return them to Jenny or 

put them in the folder next to the maps. 

They will then be hung next to the map 

for all to read and a pin will be used to 

indicate where the pilgrimage took place. 

Coffee Hour Questions: There are some 

questions that the diocese is asking that 

we will have written out on newsprint pa-

per and placed on some of the tables dur-

ing coffee hours in the weeks following 

Easter. We ask that you contribute as you 

see fit. This will be a way of contributing 

to the discernment process that the dio-

cese is going through as we continue to 

move forward in this time of transition. 
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AN ENJOYABLE WAY TO HELP THE SOUP KITCHEN! 
 

―76 Trombones‖ lead ―the Big Parade‖ to the 2016 Trinity Soup Kitchen Theatre Party! 

There will be ―Trouble, Trouble, Trouble, Right Here in River City‖ if you miss this 60th An-

nual Production by the Neshaminy Valley Music Theatre, at Neshaminy High School, in 

Langhorne, Lower Bucks County. See and hear the fabulous School Board Barbershop Quar-

tet, featuring Fr. Dick Ditterline as the bass, in such ditties as ―Lida Rose‖ & ―Good Night, 

Ladies‖; catch Sue Ditterline and the other Pickalittle Ladies dancing their hearts out, com-

plete with Grecian Urns and a Fountain; marvel at the cast of 67, including a host of Teens 

and lots of ―Under-12’s‖ in the Boys’ (& Girls’) Band! Watch Professor Harold Hill, the flim-

flam Traveling Salesman, get caught in his own trap by Marian the Librarian (―Till There 

Was You‖)!  The show, of course, is Meredith Willson’s Tony Award-winning “The Music 

Man.” 
 

TICKETS: There are 3 changes this year.  1) Tickets for children (under 18) are $10!  2) We 

are adding a Sunday 3:00 p.m. Matinee (April 10). 3) All tickets are ―General Admission‖ (sit 

anywhere, except the Stage!) AND may be used for ANY PERFORMANCE!  The other 

dates and times are: Fridays, April 8 & 15 @ 8:00 p.m., and Saturdays, April 9 & 16 @ 3:00 

& 8:00 p.m. 
 

The Soup Kitchen will benefit from each $20 Adult ticket (bought through me). Children’s 

tickets are $10 for all! SO, contact me @ 610-838-8206 (H); 484-767-2489 (C); or e-mail 

me: rcditterline@ptd.net. Although I currently am the Interim Vicar at St. Margaret’s Episco-

pal Church in Emmaus, since Sunday Worship there is at 9:00 a.m., I will also come to Trin-

ity’s Coffee Hour as often as possible. Directions to the school will be posted near Mother 

Laura’s office. I will try to help with car-pooling. If you cannot attend “The Music Man,” 

please consider donating one or more tickets for our Soup Kitchen guests and/or staff!!! 
 

Thanks, & ENJOY!  Fr. Dick (Tuesday Soup Kitchen Crew)  

mailto:rcditterline@ptd.net
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Family Ministries 

Family Ministry Schedule: 
April 3, 9:15-10:15AM Sunday School (Children's Wing) 

April 10, 10:00-11:00 AM Family Worship (Chapel) 

April 17, 9:15-10:15 AM Sunday School (Children's Wing) 

April 17, 10:15 AM – 3:00 PM CAYA Fellowship Day Pilgrimage  

(Meet in Church parking lot) 
 

Sunday School, geared towards children in Kindergarten to 7th grade, will con-

tinue to meet together in the Sunday School wing. During April and the beginning 

of May, we will be working together to write and perform a play that will be of-

fered during the Pentecost service. 

CAYA Fellowship, for youth in grades 8 to 12, will meet about once a month for 

food, fellowship, formation and FUN! In April we will be taking a pilgrimage 

that will help us reflect on what it means to be a part of God's creation. Please 

sign up with Jenny and bring a bagged lunch. 

Family Worship will continue this spring. It is an inter-generational opportunity 

to explore liturgy in a variety of creative ways. Family Worship is held in the 

chapel.  

GARDEN EXCHANGE DAY 

Come share the bounty and potential bounty of your gardens on Sunday, May 1st. 

You may bring what you have to share and take what others are offering. Appro-

priate items for sharing include: 

 Plants, seedlings, cuttings, bulbs, extra seeds (even partial pack-

ages). 

 Flower pots, of all types and sizes, including seedling flats and 

packages 

 Plant markers, garden stakes, garden decorative items. 

 House plants. 

All plants must be labeled.  

No money will be exchanged.  

Please take your leftovers home, or they will be offered to Soup Kitchen Guests. 

For questions, contact Marcie Lightwood, mlightwood@hotmail.com 

mailto:mlightwood@hotmail.com
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NEXT DINNER AND A MOVIE NIGHT  

will be held April 8th with potluck dinner 

starting at 5:30. We decided to change it up 

a little and try a viewers choice. The 

choices are listed on a sheet on the bulletin 

board. Please vote for your choice and join 

us on the 8th to see who won. Hope to see 

you there.  

The vestry has begun a process to increase 

knowledge of the committees and organiza-

tions of the parish in 2016. In order to do 

that, we have set aside three Saturday after-

noons over the next several months to meet 

with various committees. All of our existing 

committees will be invited to one of those 

sessions with a goal of learning what is cur-

rently happening as well as to hear what is 

working and what is in need of attention. 

We grouped the committees into sessions 

that have some overlap or similar purpose. 

The first session is scheduled for Saturday, 

April 16 from 12-3 and includes Soup 

Kitchen, Outreach, Communications, and 

Evangelism.  

—Chris Martocchio, 

 Vestry Warden 

from the VESTRY WARDEN: 

Chaplains Offer Health Care 

Decisions Workshop 
 

Nobody likes to think about medical 

emergencies, but the simple truth is peo-

ple do get sick and accidents do happen, 

and if you haven't taken the time to plan 

for the care you would or would not 

want to receive someone else could be 

making those decisions for you. An ad-

vance health care directive helps you 

plan for your care in these situations, by 

stating your wishes in advance. In this 

way even though you may not be able to 

speak for yourself, you can still have a 

voice in your care as well as in choosing 

the person who you want to advocate for 

you. 

This Adult Forum, presented by hospital 

chaplains from St. Luke’s Hospital, will 

explain the ins and outs of preparing an 

advance health care directive, while ex-

ploring the difference between living 

wills, health care power of attorney and 

POLST (Physicians Order on Life Sus-

taining Treatment). As part of this forum 

we will specifically go over the prepara-

tion of a combined directive using the 

nationally recognized Five Wishes docu-

ment. People are encouraged to invite 

friends and family to this forum, espe-

cially if you’re thinking of asking them 

to be your health care power of attorney. 

Sometimes it's easier to have an outside 

party explaining things than to initiate 

those serious conversations yourself. 

Then, once the groundwork is laid, it's 

tons easier to talk about it. 

Attention, Bookworms 
We will be winnowing the library of 

―chaff‖, and giving unwanted books to the 

American Association of University Women 

book drive. An activity dear to Joan Jones 

and others. 

Since all the books are owned by the 

church, members will have a chance to re-

view the cull and select either ―retain‖, 

―take‖, or ―let go‖. This will be done in the 

library on April 3 and 10th. 
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Jupiter Ascending  

There is no question that the planet Jupiter is reigning supreme as the brightest 
wanderer in the sky until the middle of summer when Venus will begin to enter the 
celestial stage. The king of the gods, Jupiter, is below the king of the beasts, Leo 
the Lion. They are already leaping over the treetops by dark. By 10:00 p.m. in early 
April Jupiter is due south on the meridian and as high as it can get in the sky. Fast 
forward a month to the end of April, and Jupiter will be in the south by 8:30 p.m. be-
fore it is fully dark. Telescopically, Jupiter probably offers the easiest planetary detail 
to witness through small scopes. Don’t expect to see the Red Spot, but Jupiter’s 
two equatorial belts are easily visible. Look for these dark bands straddling the 
equator, and you’ll be witnessing Jovian meteorology in action. Jupiter is very hot 
inside, and its weather is created by this leftover heat that accumulated from Jove’s 
birth 4.5 billion years ago. As heat rises from Jupiter’s turbulent interior, it pushes 
small amounts of ammonia gas to higher altitudes where it cools and condenses to 
form ammonia snow. These bright areas are called zones on Jupiter. The ammonia 
and other gases, now cooler and denser, move back downward and liquefy into the 
darker belts. The zebra patterns of alternating zones and belts result from Jupiter’s 
rapid rotation which stretches and regiments these areas of uplift and downdraft to 
specific regions north and south of Jupiter’s equator. Perhaps even more enjoyable 
is watching the interplay of Jupiter’s four bright Galilean satellites, Io, Europa, Gany-
mede, and Callisto. They orbit the planet in periods of 1.8, 3.6, 7.2, and 16.7 days, 
and because they are positioned in Jupiter’s equatorial plane, they stretch out like 
tiny dancers engaged in a complicated routine, sometimes all to one side, or two 
and two, or tucked close to their giant parent world. Their ever changing patterns 
which are easy to discern make Jupiter the most changeable of the eight planets to 
observe. 

Gary A. Becker – beckerg@moravian.edu  

or garyabecker@gmail.com 

Moravian College Astronomy - astronomy.org 

StarWatch 

The dark equatorial belts of Jupiter are 
easily delineated in these fine images 
taken in mid-March by Peter K. Detterline 
of Douglassville, PA. 

mailto:beckerg@moravian.edu
mailto:garyabecker@gmail.com
http://www.astronomy.org/
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Benedictine Oblate Chapter Starts in the Diocese 

On Sunday, April 17, at 1:30, twelve years after I became an Oblate of St. Benedict, we will 

host the organizational meeting of the Diocese of Bethlehem’s new Benedictine Oblate Chap-

ter, with Bishop Sean’s blessing. 

An oblate is a lay monastic who offers his or her life to God. To quote St. Paul in Romans 12: 

oblates ―present <their> bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.‖ Oblates 

promise to live a Benedictine life in the world, while maintaining a spiritual connection to a 

monastery. We are male/female, young/old, married/single, of all races and ethnic groups, 

Roman Catholic, Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Lutheran, other denominations, and from coun-

tries all around the world. We make promises of obedience, stability and conversion of life, to 

be lived while continuing in the station of life God has called us to. For me, that’s being a 

priest at Trinity Episcopal Church in Bethlehem, PA. Each oblate has a different path. But we 

all promise obedience to the will of God; stability in continuing in the Way God has called us 

to; and continuous and daily conversion of life, trying always to become more the person 

God wants us to be. You can also see these promises as distilled and focused versions of 

some of our baptismal promises. 

Part of the promise of stability is that each Benedictine monk or nun plans to spend the rest 

of their lives in a single monastic community. Oblates are not monks or nuns, and therefore, 

most don’t live in monastic communities, although we are part of the international Benedic-

tine family. However, we all do have an affiliation with a monastery. Oblates live out their 

promises of stability by being part of their home monasteries at the spiritual level, rather than 

at the residential level. 

My home monastery is Sacred Heart Monastery in Yankton, South Dakota, and I have re-

ceived the great honor of starting a new chapter here in Pennsylvania. You can visit their 

website by going to http://yanktonbenedictines.org. They operate both a hospital and a col-

lege, and pioneered the first online oblate Chapter, so it should be no surprise that we feel an 

affinity. We are also members of the North American Association of Benedictine Oblate Di-

rectors (http://naabod.org). 

You are all welcome to attend our first meeting to find out more about the course of study 

and faith formation that is involved in becoming an oblate. Or have a chat with me. Read 

more at http://osb.org/obl/index.html . 

Benedictine blessings to all, 

Mo. Laura Thomas, Obl.S.B. 

http://yanktonbenedictines.org/
http://osb.org/obl/index.html
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Animals’ Corner 
The Diocese of Bethlehem has been called to pilgrimage, as you may have 

heard. You may not have heard that along with the Diocese, some animals 

of the Diocese, and the humans that serve them, are also called to pilgrim-

age. In particular, animals and organizations featured in recent columns are 

now making the pilgrimage to a new home: 
 

New Home No. 1: In a leap of faith, the Animal Food Bank is traveling the 

road to Emmaus! Our physical distribution space, starting in April, will no 

longer be in Southside Bethlehem, but in Emmaus. If you know anyone 

who needs extra assistance in feeding their pets, please note the new ad-

dress: 860 Broad St., Suite 115, (rear of building) Emmaus. 

The space seems almost God-given for the Food Bank’s needs. The office 

has an attached warehouse, so that rather than spend hours each week 

transporting food from the warehouse to a basement office, all food will be 

in the adjacent warehouse and readily available for distribution. In addi-

tion, as the Food Bank is a paying tenant, the office can be (and will be) 

scheduled for weekend and evening distributions, options that weren’t 

available at our donated space. 

So what’s the leap of faith? Well, the words ―paying tenant‖ always cause 

fear trembling to small non-profits. Thanks to a generous grant, the Animal 

Food Bank does have some cash reserves, but much like with a parish, us-

ing cash reserves to fund operations is not the ideal financial model. So, in its pilgrimage to 

serve more customers, the Animal Food Bank hopes to increase not only its distribution of 

food and its hours of distribution, but its volunteer base and donor base. Visit the Animal Food 

Bank’s website at www.afblv.com, or write P.O. Box 4066, Bethlehem, PA, to learn more or to 

see how you can help. 
 

New Home No. 2: Gaby’s former fosters, Diana and Ross, featured 

in last month’s Animal Corner, have also made the pilgrimage—to 

their fur-ever home! They now live with a human mother, father 

and sister; the mother reports that Diana is her usual assertive, 

sassy, friendly self, whereas Ross, more cautious than his sister, is 

taking his time but still settling in. (Latest update from their Mom 

is that Ross has come out of hiding, and is playing, purring and 

partying along with Diana and their new family.) Of course, this 

pilgrimage means that more room is now available at Gaby’s Inn, a.k.a. ―The Four Seasons for 

Fosters‖. Let’s see if kitten season brings her more tenants, who will also hopefully make the 

same pilgrimages to new homes. 
 

As you discern your own pilgrimage, a blessed Easter season from the Animal Food Bank and 

the Cat Shack! 

—Linda Henry 

The Cat Shack 
P.O. Box 950 

Trexlertown, PA 
18087  

(610) 967-9097 

catshack@ptd.net 

 

http://www.afblv.com
mailto:catshack@ptd.net
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Mithril’s Daily Office 

March 7 was a red letter day for Boswell and for our clowder. Our Syrian 

refugee family of six arrived at ABE airport at around 10:30 PM, to be 

greeted by members of the Bethlehem Interfaith Refugee Committee 

(BIRC) (see second picture) and the case worker/interpreter from the Lu-

theran Children and Family Services (LCFS). They were taken to the 

Allentown apartment which has been found for them, and furnished, by 

the committee, which, jointly with the LCFS, will sustain them for four 

months, with the expectation that the father will find a job locally in that 

period. 

Boswell supplied them with several items contributed 

by Trinity parishioners, especially contributions by Pat 

Huber Sisson. He also supplied them with a combina-

tion TV/DVD and about 180 hours of DVDs 

(unfortunately, all in English). Boswell, it seems, has 

lost most of his technical acumen. He got an indoor 

HDTV antenna and tried to get it to work on that TV, 

with no luck. He had been so impressed with Jim 

Probst’s antenna and reception while acting as a Musik-

fest parking shepherd, when he got at least 12 channels. 

Boswell had a suspicion on what was missing, and Jim confirmed that what is needed is to 

―scan‖ available channels. 

Around the end of February, our little clowder got a scare. When it came time for dinner, Bos-

well counted tails, and one long bushy black tail, belonging to our eldest male, Jelly Pot, was 

missing. Boswell looked high and low for him, fearing the worst which was either 1) Trapped 

under the stairs leading to the basement or 2) Escaped to the outside world. The second was 

quite improbable, as we are all ―hot house cats‖ who have not ventured out of our cozy little 

house in over two years. The story with the stairs to the basement is that there is some route, 

known mostly to the athletes, Jelly Pot and Telly Welly, by which they get into the drop ceiling, 

and from there find their way to the stairs, and the thin sheath of fiberboard under the stairs, and 

come back to earth by sliding down that ramp. So, Boswell finally guessed that Jelly Pot, who 

is always a bit squirrely, was spooked by something and he was hiding in the drop ceiling. 

And that is what happened. Boswell climbed up to an opening in the ceiling, flashed a flashlight 

down the dark catlike passage, and saw Jelly Pot’s two shining eyes, crouching in a corner. Bos-

well tried to lure him down with food, but the intrepid Jelly could not be caught. Now, the story 

I have been told, third hand, from firemen who often are called to rescue cats, is that you never 

see a cat’s corpse, let alone skeleton, up in trees. Eventually, they always come down. And so, 

that is exactly what happened with Jelly Pot. He came down the big slide under the stairs, ex-

cept that this time, he had to stop about two thirds of the way down, because Boswell, in his 

panic, had bashed holes in the fiber board covering the steps from the bottom. So now, at least, 

Boswell has a way of rescuing any of us who happens to be caught in that slide. 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mithril/1455401851391005?ref=hl   

—Mithril, 2016 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mithril/1455401851391005?ref=hl
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1 

 

2 

 

3 
 

9:15 am—Adult Forum—”Lost 

Christianities: Christian Scriptures and 
the Battles over Authentication” with 

Bruce Marold (Parish Hall) 
 

9:15 am—Sunday School (Sunday 

School Wing) 

4 
 

2:00 pm—

Worship Com-

mittee (Library) 
 

6:00 pm—
Going Deeper: 

A Contempla-
tive Community 

(Chapel) 

5 
 

9:30 am—Bell 

Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 
 

6:30 pm—
Daughters of the 

King (Sanctuary) 

6 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure 
Reading Group 

(Library) 

 

7 
 

7:00 pm—

Choir Re-
hearsal (Choir 

Room) 

8 
 

5:00 pm—

Dinner and a 

Movie (Parish Hall) 
 

8:00 pm—”The 
Music Man” SK 

Fundraiser 
(Neshaminy High 

School, Langhorne) 

9 
 

3:00 & 8:00 pm—”The Music 

Man” SK Fundraiser (Neshaminy 

High School, Langhorne) 

10 
 

9:15 am—Adult Forum—”Health 

Care Decisions Workshop” with The 
Revs. Eugene & Carolyn Search (Parish 

Hall) 
 

10:00 am—Family Worship (Chapel) 
 

3:00 pm—”The Music Man” SK Fund-
raiser (Neshaminy High School, Lang-

horne) 

11 
 

7:00 pm—Holy 

Eucharist /Ves-
try Meeting 

(Chapel/Library) 

12 
 

9:30 am—Bell 

Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 
 

 

13 
 

6:00 pm—

Bonaventure 
Reading Group 

(Library) 
 

 

14 
 

7:00 pm—

Choir Re-
hearsal (Choir 

Room) 
 

 

15 
 

8:00 pm—”The 

Music Man” SK 
Fundraiser 
(Neshaminy High 

School, Langhorne) 

16 
 

12:00 pm—Vestry Informa-

tional Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 

2::00 pm—Animal Shot Clinic 

(Parish Hall) 
 

3:00 & 8:00 pm—”The Music 
Man” SK Fundraiser (Neshaminy 

High School, Langhorne) 

17   
 

9:15 am—Adult Forum—”Health 

Care Decisions Workshop” with The 
Revs. Eugene & Carolyn Search (Parish 

Hall) 
 

9:15 am—Sunday School (Sunday 

School Wing) 
 

10:15 am—CAYA Fellowship Day 

Pilgrimage (Meet in Parking Lot) 
 

1:30 pm—Oblate Meeting (Chapel) 

18 
 

6:00 pm—

Going Deeper: 
A Contempla-
tive Community 

(Chapel) 

19 
 

9:30 am—Bell 

Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 
 

 

20 
 

12:00 pm—

Newsletter 

Deadline 
 

6:00 pm—
Bonaventure 

Reading Group 

(Library) 
 

 

21  
 

7:00 pm—

Choir Re-
hearsal (Choir 

Room) 

22 

 

 
 

 

 

23  

 

 
 

 

 

 

24 
 

9:15 am—Adult Forum—”Ten years 

of pilgrimage around the world” with 
Jenny Scott, Pastoral Associate (Parish 

Hall) 
 

10:30 am—Holy Baptism/Holy Eucha-

rist (Church) 

25 

 

26 
 

9:30 am—Bell 
Choir Rehearsal 

(Choir Room) 
 

7:00 pm—

Greater Lehigh 
Valley Episcopal 
Churches Re-

gional Meeting 
(Cathedral Church 

of the Nativity) 

27 
 

6:00 pm—
Bonaventure 
Reading Group 

(Library) 

28 
 

7:00 pm—
Choir Re-
hearsal (Choir 

Room) 

29 

 

30 

 

NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside groups that use 
our facilities.  Please check availability with the office before scheduling a meeting. 

Also see Weekly Schedule on back cover 

CHRISTOPHANY Weekend 

(Bear Creek Camp, Wilkes-Barre) 
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and Soul 
  

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
  

phone  610-867-4741   

(emergency 610-217-4837) 
  

web site  www.trinitybeth.org   

email info@trinitybeth.org 
  

office hours  9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments until 4  
 

CLERGY 
The Rev. Canon Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator   

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Gerard R. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Dr. Jane S. Gaeta, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  
 Priest Associate 

  

STAFF  
Jenny Scott, Pastoral Associate 

Aram Basmadjian, Artist in Residence 

Karen Ernst-Reiner, Treasurer    

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

James Propst, Sexton 

Charles Johns, Security 

Gary A. Becker, Parish Photographer 

Ministers: All baptized members. 
  

VESTRY  
Joanne Gulya 

Linda Henry 

Robert Lawrence 

Bonnie Lynch 

Ross Mangina 

Bruce Marold 

Christine Martocchio 

Sarah Molinaro 

Jack Norman  

Arthur Talbot 

Logan Vitalos 

Mari Wells 
 

How to become a member— 
You are very welcome to attend worship ser-

vices, member or not. If you would like to be-

come part of the parish, it is easy. Just give 

your name, address, phone number (and 

email address, if you have one) to a priest or 

usher, or leave it in the parish office. Part of 

being an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 

talent and treasure. We hope you will attend 

our special programs and join our other ac-

tivities. There are so many opportunities to 

become a working member – by helping 

with worship services, or serving on a commit-

tee or outreach group. 

This newsletter is available on-line at: 

http://www.trinitybeth.org 

May Newsletter Deadline 

Wednesday, April 20, 2016 

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the editor 
at gaby@trinitybeth.org, or mailed to or dropped off in the church office. All 
submissions must be identified by the author with contact information (email 
or telephone number). 

Find us on Facebook! 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 8:45 am Agape Breakfast 

  9:45 am Choir Warm-up (Choir Room) 
  10:30 am Holy Eucharist  
  11:30 am Coffee Hour 
   2:30 pm Centering Prayer (Library) 
  

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon  Soup Kitchen  
 4:30 pm Evening Prayer  
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Tuesdays 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
  

Wednesdays 
 11:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing  
  

Thursdays 
 3:30 pm Crafting Our Prayers-Knitting &  

    Crochetting (The Knitter’s Edge) 

 Saturdays 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon 


